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Introduction
ABOUT PLA 
Parks and Leisure Australia (PLA) is committed to representing, advocating, supporting
and servicing all professionals and organisations involved in parks, leisure, recreation,
sport, open space, and the environment. We have been servicing and advocating for the
parks and leisure industry since 1926 - originally formed as the Victorian Tree Planters
Association, becoming the Royal Australian Institute of Parks and Recreation in the 70's,
until merging with the Australian Leisure Institute in 1998 to form PLA. Since then PLA has
become the peak industry body for parks and leisure, and we are committed to being a
leader in driving the professionalism, recognition and value of the industry. PLA is a now
2,500+ strong member-based organisation with a national office located in Adelaide
but administered through five regions: Queensland; NSW/ ACT; VIC/TAS; SA/ NT; and
WA. 

We Exist To 
Represent, advocate, support, connect and empower our members, stakeholders and
the wider industry; to achieve quality of life for all people in Australia. 

Our Vision 
For Australia to be the most liveable country in the world, renowned for its parks, sport
and recreation facilities that provide the foundation for healthy communities and
liveable towns and cities. 

Our Members
Our members are "the people behind the places" who work across policy, planning and
the provision of assets, services, facilities, programs, and research in the parks and
leisure sector. 
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About the Venue:
National Wine Centre
The National Wine Centre of Australia, located in Adelaide is a world-renowned attraction that
offers a unique and memorable experience for wine enthusiasts, industry professionals, and
tourists alike. The PLA SA/NT Conference and Awards of Excellence will be held in the Exhibition
Hall, The Gallery Room & The Vines Room.

The Exhibition Hall 
Is an exquisite event venue that offers a unique winery setting in the heart of the city. The
venue's ambiance is set from the moment guests enter the hall where they are greeted by a
stylish bar that serves as an ideal catering and pre-function area. 

The Vines 
Is a versatile and well-designed event space that is perfect for hosting a variety of events. The
event space opens up onto a spacious outdoor terrace that provides guests with easy access
to the Centre's lush grassed area and the surrounding Botanic Gardens. 

The Gallery
Is a highly versatile event space that can transform to suit your needs. With ample natural light
pouring in, the ambiance of the room is warm and inviting, making it a perfect venue for all
types of events. The highlight of this space is its stunning balcony that offers sweeping views of
the Botanic Gardens below. 



About the Conference
This year we are hosting the 2024 PLA SA/NT State Conference in the centre of beautiful
Adelaide at the National Wine Centre.  This year's event theme is “Inclusivity in sport, recreation
and open space.” Providing spaces and places that everybody can access and enjoy.

We bring together industry celebrating the PEOPLE behind the PLACES.  A one day conference,
with 7+ hours of content and experienced industry speakers, including keynote Roger Rasheed,
former world no 1 tennis coach, media personality and founder of the Roger Rasheed Sports
Foundation. 

This conference will be valuable for managers, planners, programmers and operators.
Attendance is expected from Councils, Government Departments, Facility Operators, Industry
Specialists, Designers, Planners and Consultancies in sectors such as: recreation and open
space planning, facilities management and programming, community development, parks &
gardens management, landscape design.  The event will be promoted to a local member base
of over 250 & over 1,000 industry representatives.

The conference will follow with a night to remember as we celebrate the best of PLA SA/NT at
our 2024 Awards of Excellence Cocktail Function!



The Keynote & MC

MC
Steph Frick is a curious conversationalist, who is
passionate about genuinely connecting with people to
authentically bring stories and events to life. An
experienced Adelaide based MC, presenter & producer.
Steph has produced and presented content for Network
Ten’s Totally Wild, Scope, Shake Takes and Coding@Home.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Roger Rasheed is a former Australian rules football player,
tennis player, tennis coach and tennis commentator with
the Seven Network. Rasheed is best known as the coach of
Australian former world No.1 and major champion Lleyton
Hewitt, former world No. 6 Gael Monfils, former world No. 5
Jo-Wilfried Tsonga, former world No. 3 Grigor Dimitrov, and
for his website ProTennisCoach.com. In addition, Rasheed
is a media personality on Channel 7 and is the founder of
the Roger Rasheed Sports Foundation



The Program
The event brings together industry experts offering inspiring and innovative content
celebrating the PEOPLE behind the PLACES. Immerse yourself with a full day of keynotes,
panel sessions and presentations.

An overview of the program can be viewed here. A detailed conference program with all
speakers listed will be available soon. 



PLA SA/NT
Awards of Excellence

The 2024 PLA SA/NT Awards of Excellence Cocktail Function will be held at the
National Wine Centre, following the conference on the 9 May 2024. Attendees
will enjoy outstanding food and beverage, while delighting in the views of
Adelaide as we celebrate the outstanding initiatives and innovative efforts of
our industry. Dress code is “Cocktail”.  Sponsorship opportunities are also
available for the Awards of Excellence.

Meet the Awards Speaker - Jess Stenson,
2022 Commonwealth Games Gold Medalist

Jess's current Marathon personal best of 2:25:15 was set in
Perth in October of 2021 - a result which qualified her for the
2022 Birmingham Commonwealth Games. It was during this
event, with her husband and son on the sidelines that Jess's
longstanding dream of becoming a Commonwealth gold
medallist came true - a team effort that she will treasure
forever.Off the training track, she enjoys drawing upon her
sporting experiences and physiotherapy knowledge to
encourage others to enjoy active and healthy lifestyles. Jess
attributes her success quite simply to her love of running,
determination, balanced approach to training and the
strong support she receives from family, friends, her coach
Adam Didyk and training group Team Tempo. She is grateful
for the growing opportunities for women in sport and is
passionate about helping to keep this momentum going.



Sponsorship
Opportunities
Conference Sponsorship:
 • Gold $3,500 (1 only) 
•  Silver $2,500 (3 only)
 • Bronze $1,500 (4 only)
 • Keynote Speaker $2500 (1 only)
 • Networking Drinks $2500 (1 only)

Awards of Excellence:
• This event will recognise the best in our industry in SA/NT at a Cocktail
Function at the National Wine Centre in Adelaide 
• Principle Sponsor $3,500 (1 only)
• MC & Guest Speaker Sponsor $2,500 (1 only)
Award category Sponsors (10 @ $800 each)



Sponsor Benefits
Conference Gold Sponsor Benefits ($3,500 - 1 only) 
• 2 Conference registrations 
• 2 Awards of Excellence registrations 
• 2 Networking Drinks registrations 
• MC acknowledgment of sponsorship at conference 
• Free standing signage at venue entry 
• Copy of delegate list (subject to delegate approval)
• Complimentary trade table & single sign
• Promotion across marketing material, social media and website 

Conference Silver Sponsor Benefits ($2,500 - 3 only)
• 1 Conference registration
• 1 Awards of Excellence registration
• 1 Networking Drinks registration 
• MC acknowledgment of sponsorship at conference
• Complimentary trade table & single sign
• Promotion across marketing material, social media and website

Conference Bronze Sponsor Benefits ($1,500 – 4 only) 
• 1 Conference registration
• 1 Awards of Excellence registration 
• 1 Networking Drinks registration 
• MC acknowledgment of sponsorship at conference 
• Single signage display
• Trade table optional for additional $800
• Promotion across marketing material, social media and website 



Sponsor Benefits
Keynote Speaker Sponsor 
($2500– 1 only) 
• Keynote speaker - Roger Rasheed
• 2 Conference registration 
• 2 Networking Drinks registration • MC acknowledgment of sponsorship at conference when
Keynote introduced
• Single signage display 

Conference Networking Drinks Sponsor 
($2,500 – 1 only) 
• 2 Conference registration 
• 2 Awards of Excellence registration 
• 2 Networking Drinks registration 
• MC acknowledgment of sponsorship at conference and Awards of Excellence 
• Single signage display
 • Trade table optional for additional $500
 • Copy of delegate list (subject to delegate approval)
 • Promotion across marketing material, social media and website 

Awards of Excellence Principle Sponsor 
($3,500 – 1 only)
• 3 Awards of Excellence registrations
• 3 Networking Drinks registrations
• MC acknowledgment of sponsorship
• Copy of delegate list (subject to delegate approval)
• Signage display at Awards 
• Promotion across marketing material, social media and website 



Sponsor Benefits
Awards of Excellence MC & Guest Speaker Sponsor
 ($2,500 – 1 only) 
• 3 Awards of Excellence registrations 
• 3 Networking Drinks registrations 
• MC acknowledgment of sponsorship 
• Signage display at Awards
• Promotion across marketing material, social media and website  

Award Category Sponsors (10 available @$800 each) 
• Acknowledgment by MC at awards 
• 1 Awards registration 
• 1 Networking Drinks registration
• Promotion across Awards marketing material, social media and website

Award Categories: 
• David Aldous Emerging Leader 
• Major Event of the Year
• Community Based Initiative & Events
• Environmental Stewardship 
• Strategic & Master Planning
• Community Facility of the Year
• Playspace Award under $500,000 
• Playspace Award over $500,000 
• Best Regional / Rural Contribution 
• Research Award
• Best Use of technology



How to get involved?

Respond to: 
pla.sant@parksleisure.com.au 

More Information:
Contact: Danielle Gevers, Executive Officer on 0430 156 763 or

pla.sant@parksleisure.com.au 

Hayley Ashworth, President on 0474 185 327 or
hashworth@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au


