
PROGRAM 2024 PLA VicTas Conference

Places + Spaces 
(Room A) 

Parks + Projects 
(Room C) 

People + Planning 
(Room D) 

Workshop Room 
(Room B) 

8:00am Registrations (Coffee + Trade Show) 

9:00am Welcome (Brett Phillips, MC) 

9:30am Keynote: Alicia McKay 

10:30am Morning Tea (Trade Show) 

11:00am 
The Community Benefits 
of Golf in Australia (SGS 

Economics and Planning) 

Remote sensing for plants 
how evolving technology 
can assist in sustainable 

decision making (Syngenta) 

Evidence-based decision 
making for open space 
provision and priorities 
(Banyule City Council) 

WORKSHOP: 
What does a best-

practice club 
development program 

look like? 
(ProSportCoach) 11:30am 

Redevelopment of 
Morack Golf Course 

(Whitehorse City 
Council) 

Current design trends and 
opportunities for all Field of 

Play surfaces + PANEL: 
Whole of life cycle 
maintenance and 

management (SportENG) 

Play Your Way: Play and 
Active Recreation Strategy 

(City of Kingston) 

12:00pm 

The Active Maribyrnong 
program and using golf to 
activate your community 

(Maribyrnong City 
Council and Golf 

Australia) 

Risky Business: How we're 
shaping the future of play 

(Maribyrnong City Council) 

12:30pm Lunch (Trade Show) 

1:30pm 

Smart Cities and how 
parks and play can grow 
and work smarter (Lark 

Industries) 

Field of Play management 
case study: Elsternwick Park 

Oval No 1 (ETP Turf) 

Women and Girls: A Case 
Study of Two Local 

Governments (La Trobe 
University, Merri-bek City 
Council & Cardinia Shire 

Council) 

WORKSHOP: 
Turning Open Space & 
Recreation Strategies 
Upside Down (Emerge 

Associates) 

2:00pm 
Crime Prevention 

Through Environmental 
Design (Victoria Police) 

A plan to support 
threatened species in CoM 
gardens (City of Melbourne 

& Royal Botanic Gardens 
Victoria) 

High-Impact Sports 
Volunteering: Achieving 

More with Less (Australian 
Sports Commission) 

2:30pm How Safe is Your 
Playground? (PlayTest) 

 Biodiversity friendly 
maintenance standards 

(Emerge Associates) 

Update on Play by the Rules 
Member Protection 

Information Officer Training 
(Sport Integrity Australia) 

3:00pm Afternoon Tea (Trade Show) 

3:30pm 

Designing outdoor fitness 
equipment for inactive 
Victorians (Sport and 
Recreation Victoria) 

Making Friends with Friends 
(City of Casey & Friends of 

Wilson Botanic Park 
Berwick) 

Segmenting for Success: An 
Innovative Framework for 

Boosting Member Retention 
in Leisure Centres 

(Swinburne University) 

WORKSHOP: 
Guide for Open Space 

Strategies (DEECA) 

4:00pm 

Results from the ENJOY 
MAP for HEALTH: seniors 

outdoor exercise 
equipment (National 

Ageing Research 
Institute) 

Digital Trust in Public Places 
and Spaces (ENE.Hub) 

Casual Leisure Staff Culture 
(Victoria University & 
Monash University) 

4:30pm 

Evaluation of the 
installation of new 

playgrounds and older 

equipment in two 
suburban parks 

(Deakin Uni) 

Nature friendly lighting and 
principals (Lighting & 

Electrical Distributors) 

Building a better 
relationship between the 

parks & leisure and 
university sectors 

(PLA Advisory) 

Close 



PROGRAM 2024 PLA VicTas Conference

Places + Spaces 
(Room A) 

Parks + Projects 
(Room C) 

People + Planning 
(Room D) 

Workshop Room 
(Room B) 

8:00am Registrations 
(Coffee + Trade Show) 

9:00am 

Sport and community 
facilities - An 

opportunity for building 
resilience and social 

cohesion beyond object 
creation (106 

Architects) 

Deconstructing Citizen's 
Park Playspace (Jeavons 
Landscape Architects) 

Quarry Hills bunjil 
nganga Parklands 

(City of Whittlesea + 
Aurecon) 

9:30am 
Sport Facilities that 
meet the Future (DS 

Architects) 

Assessing gender safety in 
parks - using a practical co-

design approach (City of 
Melbourne) 

The future of the 50m 
pool (Atlantis Liquid 

Dynamics) 

10:00am Reid Oval (Brand 
Architects) 

Designing for Good 
(Australian Institute of 
Landscape Architects) 

Change Makers 
Program (YMCA 

Victoria & Jesuit Social 
Services) 

10:30am Morning Tea 
(Trade Show) 

11:00am 

Active in Nature Project 
(Outdoors Victoria, 
Parks Victoria and 

VicHealth) 

Native tree species will be 
vital urban infrastructure as 

climate changes 
(Melbourne University) 

AusPlay: Changes to 
Methods and Reporting 

(Australian Sports 
Commission) 

WORKSHOP: 
Level-Up your 

sporting/open space 
precinct projects with 

Urban Planning 
(UrbanKind) 

11:30am 

Park Life Survey Results 
+ National Parks 

Database (Edith Cowan 
University) 

Street Trees - An 
inconvenient Truth (City of 

Whittlesea) 

Australian children and 
youth are being driven 
away from community 

sport (Federation 
University) 

12:00pm 

Park features for 
children, teens, adults 

and older adults: which 
ones are most 

important  (Deakin 
University) 

Co-benefits of micro forests 
in recreation reserves 

(Monash Council) 

Maximising the 
potential of informal 
sport for community 

health benefits 
(Monash University) 

12:30pm Lunch 
(Trade Show) 

1:30pm 
Fair Access Policy Panel 
(Office for Women in 
Sport and Recreation) 

Tying yourself in knots with 
the big open space 

strategy? Fixing the mis-
match between big-picture 
strategies and play space 

design (@leisure + Jeavons 
Landscape Architects) 

how do we make our 
suburbs cooler? 

(DEECA) 

2:00pm Reimagine your creeks 
(Melbourne Water) 

2:30pm 

The Great Debate! Hosted by Alicia McKay 
Stefan Hajkowicz, CSIRO 

Sue McGill, Australian Sports Commission 
Chris Arnett, Sport and Recreation Victoria 

Sofia DeLeSantis, Parks Victoria 

3:30pm  Close 


