
PROGRAM 2025 PLA VicTas Conference

DAY 1: TUESDAY 20 MAY 

Parks + Projects 

(Grand Hall 3) 

People + Planning 

(Grand Hall 2) 

Places + Spaces 

(Grand Hall 1) 

8:00am Registration - Barista coffee available on arrival 

8:45am Welcome - Luba Grigorivitch MP, Parliamentary Secretary for Outdoor Recreation 

9:00am Keynote #1 - John Harnden, CEO Melbourne & Olympic Parks Trust 

9:30am Keynote #2 - Sally Capp AO, Former Lord Mayor of Melbourne 

10:00am Keynote #3 - CEO Panel (facilitated by Sally Capp) 

10:45am 
Morning Tea 

Networking + Trade Exhibition 

11:15am 

How goal posts have evolved to 

match todays requirements for 

multi sports venues 

(ABEL SPORTS) 

Community clubs are in crisis. And it's 

nobody's fault. 

(CLUBMAP) 

"Cup of tea, anyone?" A valuable 

approach in planning and designing of 

parks and leisure with Traditional 

Owner communities 

(ASPECT STUDIOS) 

11:40am 

Importation and commercialising a 

new turf cultivar 

(TURFBREED) 

From Strategy to Action – How Golf is 

Supporting and Empowering its 

Volunteer Workforce 

(GOLF AUSTRALIA) 

Embedding cultural values and 

waterways into Hume's Open Space 

Strategy 

(HUME) 

12:05pm 

Remote sensing - how evolving 

technology can assist in 

sustainable decision making 

(SYNGENTA) 

The cost to deliver and play community 

sport 

(FEDERATION UNI) 

Creating Space to make a Place - 

creating community in the growth 

corridor 

(CASEY) 

12:30pm 

PANEL: Imagine getting more 

usage out of your natural turf 

sportsfield: Do’s and Don’ts 

(ETP TURF) 

PANEL: Play Well - One Year In 

(AUSTRALIAN SPORTS COMMISSION) 

WORKSHOP: Creating interpersonal 

connections and creating meaningful 

recognition of our teams 

(SYMBIOTIC CONSULTANCY) 

1:15pm 
Lunch 

Networking + Trade Exhibition 

2:00pm 

UV protection as a climate and 

health value add in local 

government plans 

(CANCER COUNCIL VICTORIA) 

Maximising the benefits of Community 

Sports Infrastructure 

(SPORT AND RECREATION VICTORIA) 

Understanding the impact of 

“Greening” our schools 

(DEAKIN UNI) 

2:25pm 

Urban Forest Canopy Cover: a 

matter of life and death 

(UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE) 

Reshaping built systems for a fairer, 

healthier Victoria 

(VICHEALTH) 

PARK IT: Re-imagining child friendly 

pathways from local parks to schools 

(OUTDOORS VICTORIA) 

2:50pm 
3+30+300 rule 

(RMIT UNIVERSITY) 

Active Australia Innovation Challenge 

 (HEART FOUNDATION) 

Intergenerational vs multigenerational 

activities at the park - designing safe 

and engaging spaces for older adults 

(NATIONAL AGEING RESEARCH 

INSTITUTE) 

3:15pm 
Afternoon Tea 

Networking + Trade Exhibition 

3:45pm 

Gender sensitive design for 

Increasing Women and Girls 

Participation in Sport and 

Recreation 

(XYX LAB MONASH UNIVERSITY) 

We’re all in this together. The essential 

ingredient of partnerships in delivering 

open space planning and programs 

(DEECA) 

AFL / Ausco Modular online 

configurator platform 

(AFL) 

4:10pm 
What is play for teenage girls? 

(PLAYCE) 

Royal Park Master Plan - exploring 

effective strategies for engaging with 

varied stakeholders 

(MELBOURNE) 

Game-Changing Design: Unlocking the 

Potential of Underutilised Spaces & 

Funding Pathways 

(IDWALA) 

4:35pm 

Inclusive by Design: Play spaces for 

all 

(KOMPAN) 

From paddock to regional park - the 

challenges and breakthroughs navigated 

in the planning and delivery of Officer 

District Park (CARDINIA) 

Building a Sustainable Future for 

Tennis Through a Data-Driven Strategy 

(TENNIS VICTORIA) 

5:00pm Close 

6:30pm - 

10:30pm 
Awards of Excellence 



PROGRAM 2025 PLA VicTas Conference

DAY 2: WEDNESDAY 21 MAY 

Parks + Projects 

(Grand Hall 3) 

People + Planning 

(Grand Hall 2) 

Places + Spaces 

(Grand Hall 1) 

8:00am Registration - Barista coffee available on arrival 

9:00am 

Maximising Impact: Managing Park 

and Leisure Construction Cost 

Increases (PLA ADVISORY) 

Digital Revolution with Playground 

Auditing 

(Softfall Testing + PLAYGROUND 123) 

A critical analysis of aquatic and 

recreation centre planning and 

decision-making 

(LA TROBE UNI) 

9:25am 

Recreational mountain bike injury 

occurrence and the impact on 

participation at Victorian mountain 

bike parks: Implications to 

stakeholders and industry 

(FEDERATION UNI) 

Local Playspaces on a Budget 

(BASS COAST) 

A unified framework for aligning 

leisure facilities with council objectives 

and community outcomes 

(SWINBURNE UNIVERSITY) 

9:50am 

Trail Condition Auditing: Enhancing 

Outdoor Experiences through Safety 

and Maintenance 

(TRAILWORX) 

Play Network Strategies - Enhancing 

Community Connections 

(TRACT) 

 Illuminating Sports Facilities + Aquatic 

centres 

(BUCKFORD ILLUMINATION GROUP) 

10:15am 

Prahran Skate Park and Sports Court 

Redevelopment 

(STONNINGTON) 

Tag You're it! Running circles around 

play spaces 

(WHITTLESEA) 

Plumpton Aquatic and Leisure Centre - 

Taking Shape 

(MELTON) 

10:40am 

Morning Tea 

Networking + Trade Exhibition 

11:10am 

EXTENDED SESSION: Illuminating 

Public Open Space 

(BUCKFORD ILLUMINATION GROUP) 

PANEL: Sustainable Sports: 

Connecting People, Activating Places 

and Influencing Play 

(SPORTBOX + SEA) 

WORKSHOP: Splashpark Design 101 – 

How to Design and Build a Splashpark 

from the Ground Up 

(ATLANTIS LIQUID DYNAMICS) 

12:00pm 

Places that last - Designing a 

connected, adaptable & resilient 

future (HUB) 

Building Your Game Plan 

(AUSTRALIAN SPORTS COMMISSION) 

Building Up, Not Out: Revolutionising 

Sports Facilities with Vertical Design 

(MCILDOWIE PARTNERS) 

12:20pm 

Decluttering Ruffey Lake Park Signage 

(MANNINGHAM) 

Gender equity in community sport: 

Exploring drivers and resistance to 

change 

(MONASH UNI) 

Pickleball, Padel & Tennis. What's next 

for racket sports in Australia 

(SPORTENG + TENNIS AUSTRALIA) 

12:40pm 

Park & leisure and university 

collaboration 

(PLA ADVISORY) 

Diversity and inclusiveness in the 

sport and recreation industry 

(CMSPORT) 

Stonnington Sport Centre 

(STONNINGTON) 

1:00pm 

Lunch 

Networking + Trade Exhibition 

1:45pm 

Best Practice monitoring and auditing 

natural turf condition of sportsfields 

(ETP TURF) 

Using data to drive decision making and  

Maximise the Community Benefits of Golf 

(GOLF AUSTRALIA) 

2:10pm 

Park and sportsground asset 

maintenance and management in a 

Growth Area Council (CASEY) 

Supply of courts is stopping the incredible demand for basketball,  

what can we do? 

(BASKETBALL VICTORIA) 

2:35pm 

Valuing Green Infrastructure - taking a 

Traditional Asset Management 

Approach (IPWEA) 

Partnership Opportunities with the AFL 

(AFL) 

3:00pm Keynote #4 - Beau Miles, The Backyard Adventurer 

4:00pm Close 
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