Administration Circular

Ringtail
June 1979

EDITORIAL

In the absence of the Director and Deputy
Director, I have been invited to offer
editorial comment for this third issue of
Ringtail. I am pleased to do so.

Maintaining such a circular imposes strain
on any editor, and it is encouraging to
see that this important avenue of staff
communication is obviously flourishing.

It is a measure of the interest and
enthusiasm of Service personnel that they
have contributed so proudly to this in-
house journal.

The first issue has covered such diverse
matters as policy statements, staff
establishments, Branch and Section current
activities, Social Club news, experiences
and extra-curricular interests. The
second volume, again appropriately ill-
ustrated, developed these items further,
to the obvious enjoyment and enlightment
of staff particularly in the country.

The response from this major component of
the Service is heartening, and we look to
much more news from them in subsequent
issues. More news about the individual
parks would be welcome.

This third circular, because of your
support, is now more lavishly illustrated.
An informative service has been commenced
with an article by Steve Parish that will
be of interest to all officers. Partic-
ular projects, such as on the koala are
now being described in useful details.

I believe this all augers well for the
service, for its staff, and for its
magazine,

H.J. Lavery
ACTING DEPUTY DIRECTOR




How many times have you been driven to
distraction by slide shows? Sometimes
referred to as 'projected boredom'. 1In fact
I once knew a bloke who used to dispose of
unwelcome, overstayed guests by suggesting
‘slides from the far east'. His other
disposal technique was to get into his
pyjamas and wind the alarm clock in front

of them. I know the guy well - it was me!

Seriously though, slide shows can be a
frightful bore and the reason is that they
often bore the guy or gal delivering them.

So before I proceed I would like to stress

that the only slide show you should give is the
one you WANT to. Enthusiasm and wanting,

tc share your experience is the starting

point towards a successful slide show.

Getting the Show Together -

The ideas I am going to put to you are not
restricted to fancy, dual or multi projection
programes. ALl of these suggestions can be
applied equally well to single slide
projector programs.

As the slides are the key to the whole
affair, it is vital that you have a decent
set. They don't have to be gold medal
winners; just clean, sharp, well composed
and correctly exposed. To acquire the shots
you'll need a camera; either your own or a
borrowed one. If you can, try for a single
lens reflex unit (enabling accurate
composition and focus).

By using a variety of focal lengths i.e.

wide angle (24mm, 28mm or 35mm) along with a
standard lens (55mm) and perhaps a long

focal length (135mm or 200mm) you will be

able to add a new dimension to your program.
There is nothing more tiring to the eye than
seeing slides of the same perspective bouncing
on and off the screen. Its much the same as
movie techniques. Try using a wide shot,
followed by a close shot, followed by an

gltra close shot or wvisa versa.

-




0.K., let's start from scratch and choose

a topic. For example the Bunya Mountains
National Park. First thing we do, before
squeezing the trigger is to decide who the
audience will be. 1In this case we decided
that the audience will probably be of all
ages and from all walks of life. It is to be
a short program designed to show people what
the park has to offer. Not to tell them

all there is to know - if you did that they may
well not bother going. Instead it should
merely introduce them to the fact that

Bunya Mountains National Park has an
interesting human and natural history and
there are, at certain times of the year,
organised activities to show them just that.

On that basis we realise that we only have 5 to
10 minutes to share a mountain - literally

of information. ©Sc we have to cull out the
most important facts. We can't afford to
ramble - not that we should ever do that
anyway. Considering we have a basic

knowledge of the area we then proceed to
compile the photographic collection.

In we go with a camera and supply of film
to begin the masterpiece.

When I go to a new area, regardless of what
I have been told before hand (I usually
find it is nothing like the verbal
description) -~ I like to have a chat with
locals to find out what they consider are
the most important features. In this case
I was told about the Bunya Pine.

My first series of shots would be wide,
establishing the forest type, further shots
would show how the pines tower above the
other trees. Then it's into the forest

to record the lush green world beneath the
canopy:; this shot may be taken lying on my
back shooting straight up the tree to show

its spectacular dimensions.

This single sequence may involve four or
five slides in the final selection but each



shot has great value when you get up in
front of the audience and relate the
towering majesty of the bunya pine forests.

The next sequence may cover some of the

other plants in the park, perhaps in relation
to the landscape. 1In each case I would aim
to use several slides, rather than one to
show the general .geology and plant ecology

of the park. From ‘the habitat and its floral
inhabitants I may then move on to the fauna -
amphibians, reptiles, birds, mammals..........
As with flora the same approach applies. Use
several shots of each if it is a live show
and there is something particular to say about
each.

From time to time I may include man with the
subject. The person would not be the focal
point nor would I have them "gawking" at the
camera. Such photos belong in the family
snap album, Rather I would try to use the
person to illustrate relative sizes or to
draw attention to some feature, perhaps by
having them looking at something with an
amazed expression.

Once I have a collection of photos I then
start to prepare the show., It very soon
becomes apparent whether there are sufficient
slides or not.

A good method of looking at all of your slides
at once is to use a light box. You can quickly
and cheaply construct one by purchasing a sheet
of white perspex, say 3 by 4 feet in dimension.
This is lent against a wall at an angle of 45
degrees. Behing it, place a cleap flourescent
light for the necessary rear illumination.

To support the slides on the perspex attach,
horizontally, strips of perspex or adherent
rubber. The slides can then be arranged in
sequence. You can plan the sequence on paper
in the form of a script or if experienced

you visualize it mentally. I usually do a
little of both if not sure of my topic.

Once sure of the story line the slides are




transferred into a tray, ready for
projection. When I am giving a live show

to a large audience I usually leave the
slides up on the board for several days

and each evening prior to the show I refresh
my memory.

As you run your eyes along the sequence
simply relate the story to yourself. 1If

at some stage in the segquence your mind

goes blank and does so each time - rearrange
or drop that section.

Slide Presentation - Better known as
"Nerves"

I gave my first slide show some six years
ago - I'll never forget it. It was to a
large audience of 800 people. I was so
nervous that someone had to take over in
the middle and all he could do was relate
the animals illustrated. He was wrong on
several occasions but I was so scared I
couldn't bring myself to correct the errors.

Since then I have given several hundred
slide programs, all over Australia, to
audiences as large as 1,500. After all that
I still get nervous although now I am able
to control these nerves.

There are several reasons for nervousness
some of which are described below along with
some suggestions to help remedy the problem.

1) You may not be sure of your subject and
are scared stiff that someone will ask

gquestions that you can't answer.

- Be humble - people only try to pin you

down if you are a 'big head'. Don't admit

to being an expert. If you are, let the
audience think it, don't tell them or you
are sure to be shot down. If you are
asked a question you can't answer - say
so!

2) You know that there is someone in the



3)

4)

5)

audience who knows more about the
subject than you.

Remember, you are the one on the

floor not the audience. Get your

facts right and if the gathering is
small and informal you may bring the
other person in during discussion but
make sure they can answer the question
otherwise you will have two embarrassed
people.

You may be ashamed of your collection.

Ifyour slides are poor and you are
ashamed of them don't show them. Keep
collecting photos until they are of
suitable quality. Don't make excuses
for your photography. If a poor shot
is necessary to illustrate a point use
it only in passing otherwise leave out
that point.

I once knew a speaker whose photography
was so poor he had the audience in

stitches - must admit- he did over do
it.

You have a lot of information to cover
and you are terrified that you will
forget the important parts.

If you have a lot to cover, work from
notes. However don't read them instead
jot down on a card some key phrases to
jog your memory.

You may be worried about relating the
information incorrectly.

Getting the facts wrong may well be

due to the fact that you have not
researched your subject well enough. If
you make a small slip continue with

the program. Then during question time
you can correct it.



6) Your fears may be founded in your
personal attributes. For example: your
diction is poor or you tell yourself
you're not the prettiest thing to look
at.

- If your fears relate to personal
attributes, voice, appearance etc, relax!
It is a poor person indeed who pokes fun at
that.

I always find it is a good idea to face the
audience with the lights on before I start.

I stand .in :«front of them and look at the
audience. I then run my eyes over the whole
group while introducing the program. By doing
this I have a good look at them and they have
a good look at me. It only takes a few
minutes and then I can settle back into the
show.

Think back to the last slide show you were at.
Did you deliberately look for faults? Did
you say "Boy, is he nervous!" Bet you didn't
give it a second thought. I can assure you
they won't be doing it to you.

Delivering the program -

In time and with experience you will learn

to judge your audience even before you begin.
You will be able to judge their comprehension
level from their response. While the audience
may be well versed on your topic and can
appreciate your jokes and subtle lines
remember that if they are not familiar with
your topic keep your lines simple. There is
little more deflating than to crack your
favourite joke and have it fall flat.

Talk to your audience, not to the screen.

Be enthusiastic - the audience will soon become
enthusiastic with you. While there are such
things as negative or "brick wall" audiences,
the success or failure of the program rests
with the entertainer or educator.



You can use the slides to illustrate the
subject or you can spin your tale directly

to the slides. I like the first method best.
However it does depend on the type of
program I am presenting. I use the first
method if I am putting a greater emphasis on
entertainment, the second if education is the
important factor.

If you have been invited to speak at a club
or function you will probably be introduced.
It is a good idea in such cases to fill out

a small card with details for the host. Many
such functions are poorly organised so it is
up to you to smarten up the show and create
an atmosphere.

If you are given 50 minutes - take 30 minutes
and no longer. The rambler is a bore and
ruins the atmosphere.

Once you have mastered the one projector
program you might like to try adding tape
recorded music. This is especially effective
if your program is based on an asthetic,
emotional experience. In such cases you may
simply turn up the volume from time to time
and let the slides do the talking for you.

While fancy, dissolving projectors and music
are very much a part of the entertainment
circuit at symposiums there is still a place
for the old 'clunkety clunk' version. One

of the best programs I have ever witnessed
involved 30 minutes on the sea history of
Canada using only 15 slides. The speaker was
very professional and his lines were glib

and smooth. He obviously enjoyed sharing

his country with us and he had a great talent
for sharing with the audience. The
illustrations, which he never looked at, were
superb in quality and simply emphasised the
immense beauty of what was being said.

Remember - time your delivery practise on
friends. Take care, take time, love your
work and be professional. Above all do it
because you want to not because you have
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been asked to. It is better to refuse
than to frustrate your audience with
"projected boredom".

With thanks

On my own behalf and on behalf of my wife

and family I take this opportunity to express
our most sincere appreciation of the sympathy
and support extended to us by so many members
of the Service following the sudden death

of our eldest daughter.

To the Director, Deputy Director, Senior
Staff and all our friends in the Service
go our heartfelt thanks.

From all such sadness comes consolation and
ours has indeed come from the help and
support given by so many wonderful people
including so many throughout this Service.

For the manner in which your messages of
sympathy were conveyed and the quiet
assistance both given and offered we are
truly grateful.

We take pride in our friends within the
Service and extend to you all our most
sincere thanks.

Geoff Cole
for all the family



Observed recently on a Senior Staff

£ff

Movement sheet - C. RO
Monday Birdsville
Tuesday Birdsville
Wednesday Birdsville
Thursday Birdsville
-ﬁriday Birdsville

Although I believe contract for buying
Hotels normally take five days. The
Birdsville Pub is still on the market!

— MAK2 O great
ark—
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If an athlete gets athlete's foot,

* *

an astranaut get?
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Research and Planning Branch - Further to an
introduction

Damian McGreevy

In the first issue of "Ringtail" I introduced
the staff employed by Research and Planning
Branch at that time with an outline of their
research activities, locations and designat-
ions. In the second issue, an overall coverage
of the research projects currently being
undertaken by the Branch was given.

In this,and ensuing issues,a more detailed
insight into each of the projects listed
in the second issue will be given.

One project will be dealt with in each issue
and the order in which these are presented
will be one based on ready availability of
suitable information, not one of priority.

The koala study, presently in progress in
eastern Queensland under the leadership

of Dr Greg Gordon,a Senior Zoologist with
the Service,is the subject of this issue.
This coverage deals with the known natural
history of the koala in Queensland and
Australia, its exploitation by commercial
interests, past research studies, the aims,
techniques and some results of the project.
Someinterim suggestions as to possible
management strategies particularly as they
apply to man's influence on populations of
the koalaare also given.

Koala Project - 1In Queensland, prior to 1905,

koalas were not protected, and an unregulated
skin industry for the species, as well as for
the brush-tailed possum, is reputed to have
flourished. Following protection under the
'Native Animals Protection Act of 1906', an
additional six open seasons of varying
durations were declared, the last as

recently as 1927. Records exist to show that
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some 600,000 skins were marketed from Queensland
during a one-month open season in that year.
These open seasons were a controversial topic

at the time, and are sometimes said to have
caused a major population decline.

Nevertheless, skin collectors of the time have
since agreed that koalas were still common in
central Queensland during and after the last
open season, although reduced from previous
levels. Sometime after this they declined
drastically, due apparently to the effects of
disease. During the decline, koalas weéere!said
to be seen regularly, sitting weak and ill,

or lying dead, at the bases of trees, and this
was considered to be an abnormal phenomenon.

It is difficult to date the decline, but
anecodotes suggest that its timing varied from
one district to another over a period of a

few years during the late 1920's and early
1930's. Troughton, in 1967, also cites
epidemic disease as causing declines in koala
populations in 1887 to 1889, and in 1900 to
1903. No information exists on the status

of the koala in Queensland during the period
from the early 1930's up to about 1960. 1In
fact, what little research work has been
conducted Australia-wide has been centred
largely on taxonomic and physiological
features of the species. A brief history of
this work begins with the early German
naturalist Goldfuss who in 1816 specifically
named the koala Phascolarctos cinereus.
Subsequently, several races were erected based
on the considerable variation that occurs in
individual size and pelage appearance.

Taxonomic arguments arose over the koala's
relationship to other marsupials. Some
authorities maintained that it should be placed
with the ring-tail possums and greater gliders rdt X 5
because these animals all have rather similar S W b =i
teeth. The presence of such features as e
cheek pouches, tail-lessness, a backward-
opening pouch with only two teats, and a
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distinctive abdomen - with a 2.5 metre
appendix - have led present-day taxonomists
to deduce that the species evolved from a
ancestor akin to a wombat - one that toock

to climbing trees. Ecologically, koalas

have been compared with the sloths of

South America, because they are similarly
inactive and sluggish, spending much of their
time sleeping. (The observant John Price,

in first discovering the koala west of Sydney
in 1798, remarked on the similarity when

he wrote, "There is another animal which

the natives call a Cullawine, which much
resembles the sloths of America™.)

More recently, the physiological significance
of these features has become the focus of

the comparatively impoverished literature
about this popular vertebrate.

Inordinate account has also been taken of the
obvious diseases to which the species is
prone. Fungal cryptococcosis, viral
conjunctivitis, and periostitis of the skull,
are a few of these.

What little literature applicable to
conservation does exist is incomplete, and
localized, consisting largely of natural
history accounts, captive population studies,
and some field surveys. '

Presently, the koala is famous in both
caricature and story, and is probably the
most popular of all Australian fauna.
Enjoying such a reputation, it repeatedly
draws protest at the occasional individual
mortalities arising from land clearing and
from bushfires.

With such a background of exploitation,
unpredictable population crashes, an ardent
public, and a species of specialized habitat
and dietary requirements for which little
conservation-oriented biological information
exists, the National Parks and Wildlife

Service is generally obliged to conduct
13



appropriate research.

The current project's objectives are to assess
the approximate status and distribution of
koalas in Queensland, to determine precisely the
habitat types used, and to determine those
factors that control, or have major

influence on, koala abundance: In brief,

to determine, at least, the major requirements
for conservation of koalas in Queensland. A
primary requirement is thus general biological
data, and a final product is then a manage-
ment plan for the species.

In the initial investigation, distributign
surveys have been conducted based largely on
local knowledge and reports from residents
in three districts of the State = Oakey,

for some five years now; Emerald/Springsure,
for three and a half years; and Townsville in
north Queensland, for 16 months. These
represent continuous and discontinuous areas
of occurrence of the species in Queensland.
The results of these surveys show that koala
populations still occur in the State
throughout most of the species' previously
recorded range.

The results support the 1968 conclusion of
Kikkawa and Walter that largest populations
occur in south-eastern Queensland, with
iscolated scattered populations elsewhere. The
surveys also have revealed that koalas

utilize a wide range of country
within this distribution - from coastal

islands and tall humid eucalypt forests,
to the low woodlands of the far inland .

Present population trends are uncertain. One
localized population crash has been reported
from a property on the southern Darling Downs.
Koalas were reported to be seen dead at the
bases of trees following stormy wet weather,

and subsequently were said to be scarce or
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absent from the property. On the other hand,
reports from local residents in two study
regions - Oakey and Springsure - indicate
that koalas were either scarce or absent
some 20 years ago in areas where large
continuous populations are to be found today.

To better understand present-day trends,
koalas - particularly in the Oakey and
Springsure regions - are now being closely
monitored. The diversity of habitat types

in these two regions allows a study of the
differing ways koalas utilize different
environments, their various food requirements,
and the amount of space needed. Oakey on the
Darling Downs is the principal study area and
has been. so since 1972. The area is predomin-
antly a floodplain with blue gums on the
creeks, poplar box on the flats and mountain
coolibah on the adjacent hills - all

utilized to some degree by koalas.

The second research area near Springsure
examplifies the frequent koala habit of
living along watercourses. This type of
habitat becomes increasingly important to
koalas farther inland.

Study of the dietary preferences of koalas

to date has shown that, at Springsure, the
animals are dependent on one of the same tree
species as at Oakey - blue gums - but tend to
ignore the other main Oakey species - poplar
box. Conversely, Moreton Bay ash, a

secondary species used by koalas at Springsure,
is ignored by the animals at Oakey.
Incidentally, koalas in the ranges near Warwick
have an entirely different main diet - one

of the grey gums Eucalyptus punctata. Koala
populations clearly have regional differences
in diet, though all show the same pattern

of dependence on only one or two species -
frequently blue gums - with secondary use of
several other species in a district.

15



The presence of koalas in a district is
revealed during transects by tell-tale
scratches on the trunks of smoother-barked
trees, and more definitely by the
characteristic reddish or yellowish dung on
the ground at the bases of trees.
Frequently, trees show signs of koala
grazing, and twigs or small bunches of
leaves are found scattered on the ground,
broken off and dropped by the animals while
feeding.

Research work in the study areas is based

on regular catching, weighing, tagging,
measuring and subsequent censusing of kdalas.
A variety of catching techniques are
employed dependent on each koala's particular
location. Invariably, each technique
requires at least two and preferably three
people, extendable poles and ladder, and a
hand-held catching net. The koala is
suitably positioned - usually on a thin
branch in the outer canopy - and then the
branch complete with koala is broken off,

the koala's fall being broken by’ the net.

Animals are weighed, various body
measurements are taken, testes are sampled to
assess male sexual maturity, pouches of
females are examined, general condition and
presence of disease or injury is recorded,
and tooth-wear is checked. Pouch young are
measured and ear-tagged. Adults also are
marked using coloured ear-tags in a numbered
code, so that the animal in a tree can be
identified from the ground at a later

date, using binoculars.

Koalas are released back into the same tree.
These trees also are tagged and mapped.
Regular censusing of the study area and
surrounding properties enables a map of
each animal's long-term movements and

home range to be prepared.
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Radio-transmitters attached to animals give
more detailed information on short-term
movements, particularly at night. Patterns
of nocturnal and diurnal behaviour are
established by continual periods of
observation of individual koalas. Work so
far has shown that koalas spend most of
their daylight hours sleeping while at night
they alternate largely between feeding for
an hour or so and sleeping for a similar
period; occasionally they shift position

or move to another tree.

By collating data gathered on reproductive
rates, survival of young, and rates of loss

of animals due to emigration or death over a
period, the numbers of koalas can be calculated
to be increasing or decreasing.

At this stage of development towards a sound
management plan for this popular native animal,
to cover all parts of its natural range in
Queensland, it must be re-emphasized that such
conservation goes beyond mere preservation of
the species. Attention must be on the
preservation of entire natural systems of _
interacting species, subject as far as possible
to natural evolutionary processes, and
intermeshed, if sufficiently adaptable, with
human activities.

The second, more theoretical aim is to
encourage species to become more adapted to
the changes that have occurred in this
country since human settlement. There is no
evidence that the koala is endangered in
Queensland, and animals are potentially
available throughout the species' former
range to recolonize vacant areas, if these
areas are still suitable, or may become
suitable, for the species.

Transference of koalas around the State
interferes with the population genetics of the
species, and is contrary to all the principles
'+ of wildlife conservation. At the time of
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settlement, koalas probably had almost
continuous habitat in eastern Australia.
Since then, the areas of suitable habitat
have become increasingly disjunct, and this
process of deterioration is likely to
continue, however gradually, for an
indefinite period.

There are perhaps two consequences for

koala management. Firstly, colonizing
genotypes may become of increasing 1mportance
to the interconnection of isolated
populations, and to population survival; all
present population manipulation automatically
interferes with selection for such genotypes.
The evolutionarily-fit animals are the
wanderers and migrants, able to recolonlze
distant areas, and these are the ones
disadvantaged by recolonization policies.
Secondly, there is a need for control over
land clearing outside the present

statutory system of reserved habitat.

Koalas appear readily capable of existence
in agricultural and pastoral - and even

urban - regions of south-eastern Queensland,
if suitable habitat is left for them. Such
habitat retention would permit movement among
isolated populations, and so ensure that
koalas and many other species are not
eventually reduced to existing solely in
isolated national parks and other reserves.

Finally, it should be emphasized that the
koala is a species that has already shown
itself susceptible to decline and local
extinction, and we do not really know why

this has happened. We do not therefore have
any rational means of determining conservation
policies beyond the basic one of habitat
retention, and we can only guess at the
consequences of the interference with
population genetics that is entailed in any
recolonization policy. 1In such a situation of
general ignorance, it may be wise to avoid
unnecessary interference with populations of

the koala.
1a




The Drafting and Mapping Branch - That bunch
of people responsible for putting the little
yellow blotches on the national park maps.

COLLINS, Desmond - The leader of this merry
land of fold Des has, apart from cracking the
whip, a wide variety of chores to keep him
occupied.

All sections of the Service require maps to
illustrate their activities 1i.e. Research
and Planning - Fauna Surveys, Management

and Operations - Management Plans Proposal
and gazettal maps for the Acquisitions
Section. Preparing maps for brochures. The
drawing up of those intricate maps involved
with directing us to the next Social Club
function.

When not updating the reservation catalogue or
organising mapping supplies to the regional
centres Des keeps his hand in with one of

the above jobs.

However, don't let his mild manner fool you.
Des is a party going extrovert and drives a
red Ferrari.

EASTON, Mary-Jane - Here's @ spunky young
lady who has found her niche in life. Ever
since she was a little girl she has enjoyed
colouring-in and now has the opportunity to
make a career out of it. As well as looking
after the map register and sketches for
proposals etc. Mary has shown a keen interest
in our national parks and has organised
several interpretive programs at O'Reilly's
in Lamington. As an interpretive officer
Mary seems to be having great success
judging by the number of young fellows
turning up for her guided walks.

LUCK, Terry - Terry is a quiet, shy type who
would rather be at his desk updating the aerial
photo library, working on fauna sanctuary

gazettals and tenure checks than participating
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in some of the hedonistic activities of some
of his workmates.

This lad also proves his worth in the
organising of social club activities by
taking care of the soft-drinks and
entertainment.

McCONQOCHIE, Graeme. - Graeme is preoccupied
mainly with the production, revision and setting
up of brochures. If its' out of print you can
be sure Graeme's working on it. New brochures
that are currently being worked upon are
"Walking at Carnarvon", "Southern Inland
Queensland” and the "Lamington Brochure"”. When
asked about the imminence of the Lamington
brochure Graeme said something about still
cutting down the trees for the paper.

PAYNE, Trevor - Trevor is the person to whom we
heap abuse upon when someone in the field
heaps abuse upon us for not having a brochure
out.

Trevor is the Jack-of-alltrades who oversees
the design, layout, typesetting, mapping,
tendering, printing and tearing up in disgust
of all internally and externally printed
brochures, forms and posters.

With Bill Carter, Trevor probes the mysteries
of the "Corporate Standards" whatever they
may be.

To the relief of field staff Trevor is working on
a new brochures for Mt. Tamborine, Cape
Hillsborough, Springbroock, Cunningham's Gap,
Eungella, Woodgate, Carnarvon and Lamington.

A1l further abusive inguiries are to be
directed to - Trevor Payne, Drafting Branch,
Queensland National Parks and Wildlife Service.

Praiseworthy inquiries may still be sent
care of the Interpretations Branch.
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PURSE, June - A Bornny Scortch Lass,

June is a D.0.A. Class I (No, that's not
Dead on Arrival - its Drawing Office Aide)
June is involved with a lot of the
preparatory work in brochure production
such as searches at various other mapping
authorities; artwork and text layout.

As well as the multitude of other exciting
jobs to be done in Drafting, June is doing
a Creative Arts course at the North
Brisbane College of Advanced Education and
if she passes, hopes to be gqualified to
operate the new Leteron machine.

¥ ¥* ¥

During our "news" period in the third grade,
Mike mentioned that his pet beagle was
expecting puppies. From then on, the class
eagerly awaited the report of their birth.
When the day arrived, Mike announced glumly,
"Well, they're here."

It was obvious that he was disappointed, but
because of the intense interest of the class
in the pups, I asked, "What's wrong, Mike?
Tell us more."

"Well," he said, "I wanted a collie, and my
sister wanted a poodle, and all we got were
beagles - and we already have a beagle."

* * *

Heard in the corridor !!

A certain Overseer travelling to Moggill

for a meeting suddenly found his Service
vehicle had developed radiator trouble.
Realising water was needed he resourcefully
found the closest supply - Toowong Cemetry -
where a handy vase of flowers recently
placed on someone's last resting place,
contained sufficient water.

Fair enough, except that on arrival at

Moggill, the Overseer had apparently decided
to keep the vase!
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Did you Know?

Government cars have the following features
rarely found in private cars:

They travel faster in all gears, especially
reverse.

They accelerate at a phenomenal rate.
They enjoy a much shorter braking distance.
They have a much tighter turning circle.

They can take ramps (or other hazards) at
twice the speed of private cars.

Battery, water, oil and tyre pressures do
not need to be checked nearly so often.

The floor is shaped like an ashtray.

They only burn the petrol with the highest
stamp rate.

They do not require to be garaged at night.

They can be driven for miles with oil warning
light flashing.

They need cleaning less often, especially
inside.

They are adapted to allow reverse gear to be
engaged whilst the car is still moving forward.

The tyre walls are designed to allow bumping
into and over kerbstones.

Unusual and alarming engine nolises are
easily eliminated by adjusting the volume
of a transistor radio.

No security needed - may be left unlocked with
the keys in the ignition.

The suspension is reinforced to allow
carriage of concrete slabs and other heavy
building materials.

They are designed to tow loads far in excess
of normal and are suited for backing into
water at loading ramps.
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COMMENTS FROM OUR LIBRARIAN

I would like to advise N.P.W.S. staff of some
changes which have taken place in the library.

All journals are arranged alphabetically by
title. This is as it was previously. However,
I have now included items such as annual
reports and serial titles in the same sequence.
This will mean that I will have to send you

an amended list of periodical titles held by
the library. I hope that this will be done
within the next few months.

Also I now have Lynda Evans working with me.
Lynda is working in the library for two days
a week on a temporary basis. Our thanks to
State Library for lending us Lynda. While

I am away on leave, Lynda will be able to
help vou with any enguiries.

You may have noticed on the last accession
list the classification number. The library
is classified by a system called the
Universal Decimal Classification. This is a
variation of the Dewey system which is more
commonly used. The principles are the same
and I am sure you will soon feel at home
with the U.D.C. classification scheme.

Another change which some may have noticed
is found in the pamphlet section. Pamphlets
are arranged under broad subject headings.
When looking for information on a particular
subject e.g. Kangaroos , one would look in
the catalogue and find a pink card e.g.

KANGAROOS
Additional information on this subject
can be found in the pamphlet collection
under the above heading.

When borrowing pamphlet material staff should
fill out a "card for unbound periodicals”
stating that the item borrowed is a pamphlet e.d.
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CARD FOR UNBOUND PERIODICALS

Periodical Title
[Print in Full)

A’F =R Ysrown]
13

(%%¢r,) MC?’

Date of
Volume,

Number

Publication

Borrower's Name
(Block Capitals)

MAR v

S TTT

Ext

Department

Date Borrowud.......{s;... Q'/??

Also a reminder that all items which are
taken from the library should have loan cards

filled out for them.

All books have a yellow book card and this
should be completed each time a book is

borrowed.

For periodicals there are the

cards marked "Cards for Unbound Periodicals"
These should be completed as follows.

CARD FOR UNBOUND PERIODICALS

Periodical Title
‘Print un Full;

Ausmacinng  TouRNAL OF

"BotAN Y
E:::ic:iion /95‘9' Volume, S Number '2"
Borrower’'s Name
Block Capitals)
MaRS SmiTH.

21700 4 78— IM—P

Date Borrowed..../s—/ 4/ 79

If you have any problems regarding the
library please don't hesitate to ask me for

help.

2

Denise Scorey
Librarian



TECHNICAL SERVICES - 'A POCKET GUIDE'

A rundown on the activities (accomplishments)
of the workers, gangers, overseers, clerks
etc of the Technical Services Section

(in alphabetical order)

BLICK, Ross = New Boy; Joined the workforce to
spread the good interpretive word amongst the
rural sector and to organise and rally to the
cause, the various natural history associations.

He has a scientific and teaching background and
has also spent a number of years trying to

coax vegetables to sprout from the ground in
North Queensland.

Special interests include astronomy and talking
to multitudes of school groups etc. in his own
time.

Special Projects - to develop a rural
interpretation program; looking into the
formation of further Natural History
Associations and the possible use of the media
to get conservation messages and practices
across to the 'man-on-the-land'.

Ross is also working on ways to avoid coming
into the office between field trips.

BRYCE, Michael - A part-~time employee who
~ handles all the jobs that are too expensive for
us to tackle.

CARTER, R.W. (Bill) - Second-in-Command. Along
with "Fearless ZLeader’ a relic from Forestry
days.

Special Interests - Looking after the security
of the office during the late hours of the night
and living up to the responsibilities of owning
a flash sports car.

Is involved with - Interpretive Planning,
Liaison with Consultants with regards to design
standards, signage, and the Sign Manual, Displays|
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Along with the preparation of brochures on such
places as Eungella and Tamborine, Bill is
committing to paper the saga of his epic
adventures overseas last year on a Churchill
Fellowship.

CURTIS, Paul - (The Power behind the Throne)
Paul looks after the clerical duties of the
Section which include:- Stocktaking of
brochures, Answering. telephone calls,
Distribution of brochures, Answering

telephone calls, Requisitions and budget
control, Answering telephone calls and general
files and correspondance.

If you work out in a park Paul is the character
you heap abuse upon for not receiving any new

i;;' .?/
brochures/posters. ‘ .

/ ]

/4" ..I.-.: -.‘.

When not answering phone calls, Paul is kept

occupied with his many field trips to such .,h‘
far away and exciting places as the photographic /
laboratories and the Moggill storesheds.

Pauls interests include - photography, bush-
walking and lusting after Bills sports car.

DAVIE, Fiona - (token female interpretive
officer). Along with Mr. Gordon Stone, Ms
Davie ably manages the intricate workings
of the honorary protector system throughout
Queensland.

This basically involves telling applicants
that their application is still awaiting
gazettal and "No, Mr. Jones, you can't shoot
wallabies trespassing in fauna sanctuaries'.

Apart from the usual interpretive work of
answering telephones, Fiona is also kept_>
occupied with designing, organising, setting //
up and staffingdisplays; researching and
writing brochures and the miscellaneous file =

work we all have to put up with. #li:::mﬁ L———Ezzihhﬂl _-‘N//
Fiona is responsible for the Noosa Self ’ggzizgéix”fﬂﬁ

Guiding Nature Walk and Exploring Noosa brochures
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and has at least two others in the pipeline -
not on Noosa I hasten to add.

HOCKINGS, Marcus Tilbury - Our roving
interpretive officer -~ banished to the wastes
of far off Girraween National Park almost
before he even started. However, Marc is
doing a fine job coping with the hordes that
descend upon the park during the warmer
months - or so his interpretive activity
sheets claim. Marc has been spreading his
wings to cover Cunningham's Gap and Queen
Mary Falls national parks. Before you know
it he'll be taking over Brisbane.

However it's always comforting to know that
if there's ever a far-off park that requires
an interpretive program, we've got Marc.

Lately Marc has spent some time devising a
bird-key to help visitors to the park identify
some of the feathered wildlife. However,with
seemingly far more people than birds during

+ the busy months it might be more wuseful to
devise a people-key! A thought anyway.

Marc has plenty to keep him busy in the off-
peak season with talks to schools in the

area, assistance with the management plan for
the area and writing and revising brochures
for Girraween and other parks in the vicinity.

HRDINA, Frances - Once the reigning Queen of
the Library, Frances has been relegated to the
7th floor with the rest of the T.S.S. rabble.
Fresh from the Library, Frances has taken to
organising the film, photo and photographic
equipment library in the same smooth and
efficient manner we have all come to know and
love from the old library days. When not
politely asking someone to return a projector
and screen they borrowed six months ago (who
out there iscringingas they read this?)

she is organising the revising and reprinting
of many of the olde D.P.I. fauna information
leaflets.
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During the school holidays Frances has proved
her value in organising and executing (no
pun intended) interpretive programs on parks
and has come to know all the possums on the
Bunya Mountains by their first names.

LONG, Daphne - (Good ole Daph) The backbone
of the Section - without whose presence the
morale of Technical Services would surely
crack and crumble. Daphne copsall the work
no one else wants or has the time to do.
During her absence work slows down, files
build up and we all suffer from coffee
withdrawl.

There isn't one of us in the section for whom
Daphne is not currently doing a job, whether
it be miscellaneous, photocopyingcollating,
filing or general correspondance. Daphne is
also good to have around for the odd abusive
telephone call and she can talk the face
off a clock when she gets started and beware
anyone who differs from her opinion.

(She also likes getting ........pinched!!!1!1!)

MACKNESS, Brian Stewart - Quick! While he's
not around, let me say a few things about
Brian. This guy doesn't do anything around
here. He once designed and had built a
$10,000 caravan for display purposes when
New South Wales had been using one for years;
created and ran the Junior Ranger Program- that's
nothing compared to the Scouting Association;
conceived, wrote and recorded the Nature Songs
Record - it's not in the charts yet! anybody
could write a few dozen articles and brochures
in a couple of years; the television
advertisement he proposed and organised went
for only 30 seconds.

I reckon when he goes overseas this August we
might get a few things done.

Meanwhile I've got this great idea for a Living
History Farm and a series of environmental

SONTSeueaanan
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McLEAN, Simon - (Artist Extrordinaire) This
fellow was picked out of a bunch of painting
contractors because he loocked easy to push
around and impose deadlines of two days upon.
Loand Behold - this guy had talent also.

Since he started in the Section last August
his sketches and illustrations have adorned
many a brochure and poster. His 'talents'
have created a never ending stream of
secretaries and typists who come up to see his
etchings.

This problem aside, Simon has been whacking
out posters and illustrations at a great
rate of knots. A careful look at one of his
works will reveal great attention to detail .
However ,:be careful not to look too deeply -
cause there's really nothing there.

At this stage it's hard to say what Simon's
got in the pipeline - probably whatever is
thrown in front of him tomorrow.

OGILVIE, Peter - (The Red Emporer) What

should I say ? Peter has the unenvied position
of being responsible for everything the Section
does/doesn't do. Somebody has to crack the
whip occasionally.

A certified Zoologist, Peter is the father-
figure to whom we take our problems for advice.

Peter has an impressive collection of bird-
calls on tape and may frequently be seen down
Queen Street on a busy lunch hour using them to
no avail.

Peter also has a particular interest in sea-
birds and may also be seen at Surfers Paradise
with his tapes.

PARISH, Stephen - From once being voted

the "Underwater Photographer of the Year",
Steve has sunk a long way. Or should I say,
emerged, to become cne of the best terrestrial
photographers in Queensland. Whatever, many

a patron has oohed and ahhed at the still life9
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captured on Steve's emulsion. Possibly more so
than any other staff member, it's Steve's work
that the public has come to associate with the
Service.

Steve has almost as many ideas as he has
pictures. On the board at the moment is

the production of a slide kit for regional
centres; a series of mounted photos to tie

in with the recently purchased "Octonorm"
display system; a juvenile/adult conservation
audio-visual and a rainforest audio-visual.

While producing such artistic works as the above
Steve also manages to remain humble. What a
bloke!

SCOREY, Denise - The new face in the Library.
Denise now has the task of cataloguing the
magazines and periodicals that are continually
flowing into the Library as well as books and
at the same time making all members of the
Service aware of the new arrivals.

Denise plans to catalogue all branch collections
as well so don't leave your 'Playboys' around.
They may be filed between 'Wildlife' and
'Australian Birdwatcher'.

Those in regional centres will not escape either
as Denise plans to visit all centres in the
future to organise their collections and to
learn of their requirements.

STONE, Gordon - As mentioned previously, along
with Ms. Davie, Gordon spearheads the job of
enlightening the Honorary Protectors in the
aspects of what the Service is all about and
the right way and wrong way to go about their
duties.

However, as the administration of the H.P.
is becoming more of a clerical job, Gordon
is turning his nights to further horizons.
Already he's slipped out an amazing little
brochure on the Platypus containing a
detachable guestionairre regarding their
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distribution. We're hoping that this will
be the start of a series. To work in the
Technical Services Section you have to be
versatile. Gordon is no exception.

Like Fiona, Gordon has several other brochures
on the go - the Eungella Self Guiding Nature
Walk, Southern Inland Queensland Regional
Brochure and a brochure on Cooloola National
Park.

Gordon has his finger in a few other pies in-
cluding:- rationilizing the Octonom Display
System; Displays; field interpretations; talks
to school groups/interested organisations etc.
and to eventually revamp the honorary protector
system.

Don't forget - if you see a Platypus, think
of Gordon.

g

What are you looking for?
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GRANTS-IN-AID TO RESEARCH AND PLANNING BRANCH

Damian McGreevy

Since the inception of the Service,

substantial funds have been attracted from other
organisations by submissions from individual
officers of Research and Planning Branch.

These welcome funds - listed below - have been
received at a period in Service history when
costs for establishment are high in all

areas of activity.

Funding Authority - Australian National Parks
and Wildlife Service

1975 Wetland Survey, north-east Queensland
A report has been presented by Mr.
J.G. Blackman (Pallarenda) - $7,146

1975~ Bridled Nail-tailed Wallaby Survey.
1976 Three reports have been presented by
Dr. G. Gordon (Emerald) - $5,619

1975~ Bulloo Shire Fauna Survey. Two

1977 reports have been presented by Dr. T.H.
Kirkpatrick & D.G. McGreevy (Hermitage) -
$12,094

1975~ Kilcoy Shire Fauna Survey. Three reports
1977 have been presented by Mr. J.S. McEvoy
(Yeerongpilly) - $16,887

1975 Queensland Sea Turtle Project. Seven

to reports have been presented by Mr. C.J.

date Limpus (Pallarenda) - $10,200; $22,902;
$29,426, $12,981.

1977- Red Rangaroo Arid Zone Invegstigations
1979 Six reports have been presented by
Dr. M.J.S. Denny (Hermitage) - $14,400
$18,000

33



1977 McIlwraith Range Fauna Survey. Three
to reports have been presented by Dr.
date J.W. Winter (Pallarenda) - $17,499

Funding Authority - Australian Orchid
Foundation

1976 Orchid Survey of Cape York Peninsula.
to Two reports have been submitted by
date Dr. P.S. Lavarack (Yeerongpilly) -
$1,200; $1,500

Funding Authority - World Wildlife Fund
Australia

1979- Raine Island (Great Barrier Reef) Project
1980 A report has been presented by Dr. H.J.
Lavery, Mr. C.J. Limpus and Mr. B.R.
King - $46,300 (to come)

Allied proijects (in which Queensland National
Parks and Wildlife Service has been
instrumental) - with Capricornia Institute of
Advanced Education.

1975- Ghost Bat Project. Six reports have

1978 been presented by Dr. H.J. Lavery,
Dr. P.D. Dwyer, Mr. G.J. Toop. This
Project was funded by the Australian
National Parks and Wildlife Service.
$32,049

- with National Trust of Queensland

1979~ Currumbin Parrot Reserve., A report
1980 has been presented by Dr. H.J. Lavery
and Dr. E.C. Cannon. This Project
is funded by the Utah Foundation.
$28,000.

Thus four senior organisations have so far
funded 11 major scientific projects by 10
Branch officers (plus technical assistants)

to the extent of $275,753. The major role of
Australian National Parks and Wildlife Service

in this regard is obvious, and is gratefully
acknowledged.
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Results of this work will become evident

over time; some scientific papers e.g.
Lavarack, P.D. (1977) - Notes on Queensland
Orchidaceae, 1. Austrobaileya 1:63-74.
Lavarack, P.S. (1977) - Orchids of the Iron
Range area. Aust. Orchid Rev. 42:19-24;
McEvoy, J.S., McDonald, K.R. and Searle, A.F.
(in press) - Vertebrate fauna of the Kilcoy
Shire, south-east Queensland. Qd J. aqgric.
Anim. Sci.; Limpus, C.J. and McLachlan, N.C.
(1979) - Observations on the leatherback
turtle, Dermochelys coriacea (L.), in Australia.
Aust. Wildl. Res. 6:105-16, have appeared
already, but many more will be presented in
due course. The work has also been the subject
of a number of addresses at symposia,
workshops and seminars around Australia e.q.
Limpus, C.J. (1978) - Sea turtles of the
northern Great Barrier Reef. Paper to
Workshop of Great Barrier Reef Marine Park
Authority, Townsville, April 1978; Denny,
M.J.S. (1977) - Aerial census methods for
studies of the brolga. Proc. Workshop of
Australian National Parks and Wildlife
Service; Canberra, February 1977. The

value of the experience for the appropriate
management of lands in south-west, south-east,
and central Queensland, and on Cape York
Peninsula and the Great Barrier Reef, is
unprecedented.

* * *

Did you hear the joke about the biscuit?

It was CRUMBY.

'3 * ¥*

When I went to visit a friend, she was

feeding her baby. As soon as she spooned

food into his mouth, he pushed it out with

his tongue. She would scoop the food off

his chin and again place it in his mouth.

This was repeated many times, interspersed

with coughs and splutters by the baby. I
asked, "How can you tell when he's had enough?”
"That's easy," she replied. "The meal is over

as soon as one of us gets fed up". .
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