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EDITORIAL

Some eight or ten months ago, two very well-
known members of our field staff commented
to me "We don't hear much news from Head
Office. Maybe it doesn't exist anymore!"

Well fellows and lasses, after four Issues
of 'Ringtail' and almost 200 pages of copy -
need I say more?

To find the time to put pen to paper would

be difficult for most officers but any scrap
of news, Oor an amusing comment that was

heard, or an article about a park, a waterhole,
a plant, an animal, the weather, an idea, an
invention, a problem - you name it - four
lines, or four pages - please help me to
continue to develop RINTAIL to bigger and
better things.

In short, YOU tell me what YOU would like
to see in future editions.




... . of the making of a map

You unfold a park brochure, and there
as part of the information, you find a map.

You walk into the office of someone
at managerial level and more than likely
on the wall you will find a map.

You accompany a team of bushwalkers
plotting their way through untracked
country and once more you find a map.

Maps become a way of life to people
like ourselves whose charter is to afford
what protection we are able to the natural
heritage of our State..... Maps of differ-
ing shapes and sizes..... Maps that illus-
trate property boundaries ..... Maps that
seek to portray the lay of the land. Maps
that will tell you what to find, where to
find it and how to get there. A map is an
individual, and is created to provide an
answer for a certain situation.

A map is graphic presentation on a
flat surface of what is normally uneven
country that forms part of the curved
surface of the earth which is a sphereoid...
and hence problems exist and the larger the
area to be mapped, the larger the problem.

For instance, if you try peeling an
orange in one piece and then attempt to lay
down the piece on a flat surface and hope
it will form an even rectangle, you will
quickly see that you are in all sorts of
strife,

So a rectangular map of the world is
only possible at the expense of individual
shapes of land and sea. Hence all countries
of our spherical world have their shapes
distorted to a greater or lesser degree
when illustrated as a rectangle map.

Fortunately when mapping an area of
land the size of an average national park,
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this kind of problem is virutally non-
existant.

However, one thing in common for all
maps is that all lines on the map are shown
as representing the horizontal distance
between any two given points and this means
that map distances in steep country are
shorter than the real distance on the
ground. E.g. a person walking over the
hill from A to B will have a little further
to walk than the map indicates.

}__,__D'Is?ance on the _g:our\d l

A map maker will seek to utilize all
available information in a manner which will
make the final product as easy to read as
possible while being as informative as
possible and naturally while attempting to
keep within the imposed limits of the budget.

What happens then in practice?

Because the whole of our State has been
mapped in some form or another, there is
normally available some type of base map,
and this can be added to with the informat-
ion required for the job in hand.

But supposing we are to be granted a
National Park over a tract of virtually
unmapped country and we desire a map of this
park.

What happens?

Firstly, a surveyor would carry out a
ground survey of the external boundary and

any relevant internal features. This
survey would be plotted in plan form by a
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draftsman and connected in with some existing
known survey marks.

Next the aerial photos for the area
would be marked up showing such things as
creeks and gullies, peaks and ranges, roads
and buildings and vegetation areas and types
etc. Then by a photogrammetric process the
information from the photos would be brought
to a consistant scale and then this scale
equalized with the ground survey plan.
Remember if working from an aerial photo
the scale will vary even within a single
photo depending on the topography of the
land.

Horizontal flight line

e.g. the scale of points A, B, C will all
vary because each point is a different
distance from the aircraft when its photo
was taken.

What is called "an original" or a
“"fair drawing" would then be compiled which
would combine both the cadastral information
from the ground survey and the topographical
information from the air photo survey. All
desired names would be added at this point.
If the map is to be published in a single
colour the original could then go to
negative form and from the negative a plate
is made and the printing process follows.

I1f the production is to be in more
than one colour then a negative is made for
each colour. Each negative starts off with
everything shown on it, but the information
not required for each particular colour is
"quffed out" on that particular negative.



e.g. Since names and boundary lines are
normally black, all roads, creeks,
mountains and vegetation types etc. are
duffed out on this negative leaving only
those things to show through which are

in black. Similarly, if creeks are to be
blue, then all boundary lines and names, '
roads, mountains and vegetation types etc,
are duffed out on this negative leaving
only those things to show through which
are required in blue and so on until you
have one negative for each colour with
only those things showing on that negative
which are required in that colour.

A plate is then made for each colour
and the printing process follows.

Because a large Park map may take
many months of uninterrupted compilation,
it is not possible with present Drafting
staff numbers, to consider undertakings of
this nature,

While regquirements for publicity
material remain at a high priority, it seems
that the major proportion of work for the
map makers in the Drafting and Mapping Room
will be in the preparation of smaller maps
for our Park Brochures. On some of these
maps which are soon to be published, we are
employing the hill-shading method for indic-
ating topography. At present none of our
staff are trained in this method, so this
work is being done in co-operation with an
outside person.

Maps generally are made by people who
don't use them,for people who can't make
them. Hence feed back from the map user to
the map maker will always be most welcome.

We in the Drafting Room are keen to
deliver the goods. If you have any
constructive ideas then please send them in
(or alternatively we could hop in our red
Ferrari and come out and get them).



Remember though, as in most things,
you get what you pay for, so it is with
mapping.

A good map takes time to prepare and
money to produce and the finished article
will be a reflection of how much has been
spent to produce it. King Solomon, of
biblical fame, once said "of the making of
many books there is no end"”.

So as one looks to the future of the
National Parks and Wildlife Service within
our fair State, it can quite confidently be
said "of the making of maps for our National
Parks we have only just begun".

Des Collins
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The Service has a new boat for Moreton
Bay - a 22 ft Star Aluminium craft with twin
85 hp outboards; to be affectionately refer-
red to over radio as the SHAG.

Oh! 'hear tell Captain Wilder navigated
a true course into a beacon the other day.
Fortunately he was not in the CORMORANT.

Recently seen! Captain Chenoweth
boating down the rough and dangerous waters
of Coochin Creek seriously wearing full
safety gear - life jacket, whistle, etc.

Environmental parks have recently
acquired the EGRET - a 12 ft Clark Aluminium
boat with a 20 hp outboard.

Marine Observer

What are you like at figures?

A man received a carton of €ggs. Being

a friendly chap he gave all the eggs away to
3 of his neighbours.

To the first he gave % the eggs in the
carton plus % an eggq.

‘ To the second he gave % the eggs left
in the carton plus % an egg.

. And to the third he gave % the eggs left
in the carton plus % an eqq.

He didn't break any or have any left
over.

How many eggs did he start with?

Head Office staff are concerned to see
the Management Services Officer Geoff Cole
displaying @ boat life preserver in his
office,

Is the Service really in such bad
shape?



Service dealings with Local Authorities.

Many officers in the field find them-
selves interacting with Local Aldermen,
Councillors and Council employees. The
contact is more likely to increase than
diminish, as the voice of Local Government
is increasingly being listened to by State
and Federal Governments. (The latter is
steadily increasing its percentage of monetary
funding to Local Authorities).

This being so, it is important that we
deal from a position of confidence and that
we are not seen always to be on the defensive.

The opportunity was taken recently to
have a Service position paper presented to
the Local Government Association Conference
in Mt. Isa. Each delegate was given a copy
of the paper and every Local Authority was
represented. Many Service officers
contributed arguments and ideas to the paper
and thanks is due to them.

The paper is reprinted herewith; and
since it is an approved policy and position
paper, you should use it as a constant
reference to guide you in day to day dealings
with Local Authorities.

Deputy Director



QUEENSLAND NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

FREELOADER OR FRIEND?
A paper presented by Mr. C.W. Price, Deputy Director,

National Parks and Wildlife Service to the Local

Government Association Conference in Mt. Isa - 6.9.79

Introduction

As the National Parks and Wildlife Service has progressed from its
creation in 1975, there is increasing evidence that its functions

and purposes are not understood in some quarters. The day to day
problems of combining professional and technical branches from

different departments and creating the necessary administrative and
clerical structure to make them a functioning new arm of Government

has pre-occupied us. The tightening of availability of money and
therefore staff almost coinciding with our being set up has imposed
continuing added difficulties. The range and amount of public interest
in what we do (and in what sectional interests think we should or should

not do) has exerted constant pressure on us.

Somehow, we seem to have survived our birth and have even grown. Our
Ministers have had more boguets than brickbats on the overall Service
performance. Yet the pace has been so hectic that we are only now
beginning to recognise the continuing problem areas and the reasons
they exist. One such area of great importance is our relationship
with Local Authorities. There is a great need for Service functions

and purposes to be enunciated, explained and understood.

What the Service does

All ILocal Authorities were sent copies of the book "Exploration North"
written by Service officers in association with the production of the
T.v. series of the same title. Likewise you all receive copies of our
Annual Reports. We recognise however, that one can't always find time
to read every available piece of literature on matters of interest. We
could quite profitably devote a whole conference to the areas of Service
interface with Local Authorities. For the present however, we have time
only to summarise most activities and concentrate on one major area of

considerable concern and importance.



Firstly however, let us look briefly at some of the fields of Service

endeavour.

Part of our effort is devoted to fostering environmental awareness in the
schools. We produce brochures, posters and other literature to this
purpose. Our interpretive staff is training teachers to awake in

children a caring awareness of our natural heritage.

The same officers are also giving technical help to groups of Local
Authorities in areas such as the Gold Coast on layout and content of

tourist information brochures.

We have a growing research effort into studying ways of fostering retention
of wildlife habitat on private properties without sacrificing too much
commercial production. Many landholders are interested in the fauna
sanctuary concept and in this aspect of our work. Indeed, as a nature
conservation authority we would be in trouble if we adopted the practice

of devoting all our energies and efforts only on our own lands. This
would make people believe that they need not worry about conserving nature
on private lands. 1In point of fact, probably about 90% of our wildlife
still exists on lands outside the control of the Service; and its well-

being neither should be nor is ignored by the Service.

Members of our research staff are also engaged in fauna, flora and land-
form surveys in various parts of our State. As well as providing basic
information, these studies are often supported by outside grants, and
this money is largely expended in local areas where the surveys take

place.

Our wildlife rangers, thinly spread throughout the State, devote by no
means all their efforts to law enforcement. They monitor the comme

ercial kangaroo industry; and with research officers, provide figures
which are designed to convince the Commonwealth controllers of export

licences of the true population status of our large macropods .

They supervise and regulate the sport hunting industry which brings its

share of revenue to local rural areas.

They play their part as extension officers and talk to local organisations
in the way that Department of Primary Industries extension officers do.
Moreover they, like all Service country based officers, contribute as

citizens to the life of the rural and urban centres in which they live.
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Today's paper, however, is devoted mostly to the matter of Service lands
and the effects that the programme of acquisition and management practices
on these lands have on Local Authority interests. For expediency we have
tended in this paper to cover both environmental parks and national parks
by the term “"national parks". There are important differences which are

explained in the booklet distributed and summarised in the attached table.

National parks = how do they differ from other parks?

The concept of setting aside areas of especial beauty as samples of a
nation's heritage is over 100 years old; and Yellowstone National Park
was the first such area in 1872. This year, Australia celebrated the

centenary of its oldest national park - Royal National Park - near Sydney.

In years, Queensland's first national parks are younger. Part of
Tamborine Mountain, then part of the Bunya Mountains were set aside over
70 years ago in 1908. It is appropriate that the present Premier of

this State the Hon. J. Bjelke~Petersen who played such a leading role in
having this Service set up, should have a home on the Bunya Mountains,
the first large national park gazetted in Queensland. It is interesting
too to read of the fight he had when as an Opposition back-bencher and
Shire Councillor some 30 years ago he tried to preserve from logging part

of the Bunya Mountains.

The lesson to be learned from that episode is that the part which he
lost to logging kept a little sawmilling town alive for a further three
months. Today Wengenville is marked by a rusty saw bench, and delights
the eye of no-one. That part of the area he saved from logging looks
like it did 30 years agc and delights the eye of everyone. We will

come back to this point later.

The definition of a national park has varied little between countries
over the years; and Queensland's legislation like most, emphasises
"the preservation to the greatest possible extent of the natural con-

dition".

The Australian Academy of Science speaking of the requirements of
effective national park legislation adds the next important aspect
which is also embraced by all Governments and countries which take
nature conservation seriously. It emphasises ..... "provision for

the enjoyment of those areas in such a way as to leave them unimpaired

for future generations".
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New Zealand and Canada both emphasise long term recreational benefits while
safequarding against excessive and unseemly developments. With all her
millions so does India and also many developing African countries. Kenya
has recently stopped all legal trade in her native animal products. It was

a conscious economic decision.

Anticipating the continuing pressures on national parks, the late John F.
Kennedy said "each generation must deal anew with the raiders, with the
scramble to use public resources for private profit and with the tendency

to prefer short run profits to long run necessities™.

Because GCovernments and administrations change it is vital to ensure that
the status of a country's national parks individually and collectively
cannot be altered except after careful consideration at the highest level.
The best way to ensure this is to hawve strong legislation setting hi.gh
standards for preservation in clear terms and detailing the way it is to

be administered. Queensland's legislation passes these tests.

A further need recognised internationally is the need to sample represen-=
tative areas - ecosystems - of one's country. This is a logical extension
of the original idea, but does not always meet with ready acceptance

until the reasons are understood. The fact is that if we want to preserve
the unique desert wildlife we must preserve its habitat. Desert fauna and
flora don't happen to do well in rainforests or Barrier Reef islands. Yet
they are as unique and deserving of protection as the possums, koalas, and

the Cooktown orchid.

Competition - the basic problem

The stated objective of the Queensland National Parks and wildlife Service
in words approved by our first Minister, the Hon. K.B. Tomkins, is "to
foster harmony between man and his environment, thereby facilitating the
well-being of man and safeguarding the integrity of nature”. How is it
then that in trying to attain this objective there is at times far more

conflict than harmony?

It is simply because we are a user of land, and land is a finite resource
which others want to use too. It is all too easy in putting the case for
one's own cause to ignore, be unimpressed with or even to distort the
arguments of the other side. It is hoped this paper does not take the
easy way. It sets out to present answers and arguments factually and

objectively.



Points of contention

1. Rate loss

Not all lands acquired by the Service were rateable before they were made
parks. Some was vacant Crown land. Some was expired pastoral leases
not taken up and not at the time earning rates. JSome was State Forest
not under Grazing Permit or lease. Same was earning the Local
Authority minimum rates, the collection of which would scarcely cover
Council's expenses. In some cases certainly there is a present or
potential loss of rates; but in every instance the Service is willing
to look at the possibility of allowing grazing, if it sees no detri-
ment to the natural condition. It is flexible in this matter and quite
pragmatic. For these attitudes it is often taken to task by the lay
conservation bodies who accuse us of prOStitutiné our charter when we

allowing grazing.

At times, the only condition on which a landholder will negotiate with
us for purchase is that he ‘be given non-competitive grazing rights
after gazettal. The Service usually argues that if the land passes
our tests for acquisition - if it is important for nature conservation
purposes that we acquire it - then so be it. The Shire then continues
to get rates, and the State and nation has secure tenure with probably

90% of its desires met.

Again, if by virtue of the interaction of grazing, burning and
manipulation of water'bodies by a century of prior grazing management,
a prime waterfowl habitat has been created, then we would be defeating
the objective of our acquisition to alter the status quo by prohibiting

grazing. Some of the areas south of Townsville are examples of this.

Another type of example is to be found in some of our recent acquisitions
in the Cape York Peninsula. We know there are thousands of feral and
wild cattle scattered over these vast areas. In these circumstances
it would be impractical for us to ban grazing. It would not only
present us with the costly task of trying to find and shoot every last
beast; but in these unfenced extensive lands, others would take their
place at fast as we destroyed them. Our acquisitions in this area are
so recent and we have so much to learn about managing them for nature
conservation, that we would be foolish to upset the status quo
imeediately even if we could. We are content at this stage to effect
secure State ownership, and when staffing allows, to study the effects

of grazing among other management problems. In this regard we would



want to work closely with officers from the Department of Primary Industries,
for their research work often has commonality with ours. Indeed, we have
been invited to do so quite recently by that department, on possible

quarantine problems in the area.

It is not impossible that in future legislation, the Service may use a
different title for its lands where grazing is allowed. This would placate
those who argue that providing for grazing is not preserving the land in
its natural condition, and therefore it does not deserve to be called a
national park. It would be the Service intention that the security of

such tenure would be as strong as it is at present for national parks.

Having said all this however, it cannot be denied that there will be
times when our acquisitions will lose Local Authorities some rates. As
we shall see later there may well be a favourable balance of gain for

such losses.

2. Vermin on parks

Wild dogs and feral pigs take shelter on parks. They also take shelter
on State Forests and on uncleared private lands. Making parks larger
does not greatly worsen the problem, because it is only the animals
dwelling near the edge of the park which move onto farm lands. Being
neighbour to Service land is no more burdensome than being neighbour to
privately owned uncleared lands because in both cases co-operation

with the neighbour is necessary to discuss and meet the problem.

Wild pig numbers have increased in canegrowing and graingrowing areas,
not because of national parks, but because of the feed provided on the

farmed lands.

The Service is conscious of the problem, and is more willing to co-
operate than many a private neighbour would be. On Girraween National
park for instance, it has spent considerable money in trapping and
shooting wild pigs and is to participate in experiments with electric
fences, following a recent useful conference with Stanthorpe Shire and

the local member.

Adjoining sugar cane areas it allows supervised hunting of wild pigs
where our neighbours make the problem known. Keeping invading pigs and
dogs in check is recognised by most farmers as being as much a part of
their farm husbandry practice as their regular attacks on noxious plants
to keep them in check, and regular liaison with neighbours to combat bush

fire problems. Certainly it is yet another problem; and there must be
at times local hardship. The Service will always try to ameliorate this.



The Service, because it has mostly uncleared land, has less problems
with noxious weeds. Where infestations are brought to notice, it
does and will continue to co-operate in eradication programmes, as

other Government land owners do.

3. Problems of native animals

Section 25 permits are issued to individual landholders or to groups

of landholders through their associations wherever the Service believes
they are necessary. Naturally, we cannot permit hunting native fauna
on national parks. If we did, one of the Service's basic purposes

would be negated.

4. Fire protection

Many of our park rangers are area Fire Wardens; and as such do their
jobs well. We do not always have the man power to fight fires on
parks; but where we have personnel, or can hire Department of Forestry
staff, we do. Likewise we have hired and will continue to hire council

staff for fire fighting, where necessary.

There are some parks - usually heavily visited small area parks - where
we carry out protective burns in part because of the fire potential.
Ravensbourne and Noosa are two such parks where patch burning open
country is necessary to protect their small rainforest areas from
wildfires. One advantage of larger parks is that they are never

likely to be burmed out entirely in the one fire.

5. Domestic pets on national parks

Pete - mostly dogs -~ are not permitted for many reasons ranging from
their tendency to foul picnic areas and be over exuberant and frighten
small children to the effect they have on wildlife. The great chamm
of places like Carnarvon and Girraween is that the animals are so

tame that park users can approach them very closely. The scent and

barking of dogs frighten fauna for days.

Horse riding is not normally allowed on naticnal parks except where
grazing is permitted. The Service cannot afford to duplicate tracks
and it would be impractical to put horses on walking tracks. Horses
would soon reduce them to a quagmire after rain and would undoubtedly
clash with pedestrians using tracks. Apart from all this, they

are a source of weed and exotic plant seeds.



6. Restrictions on people's activities

The law allows people to be on national parks, and the Service welcomes
them. Individual parks exceed 100,000 visitor days annually. A great
many of our parks have picnic areas. Many have campgrounds. The majority
have permitted bush camping. Certainly there are such rules as the
prohibiting of noisy generators; and campers are expected to be con-
siderate of others; but any Service which spends over 1/3 of its total
budget in building and maintaining amenities for picnic and campgrounds
can hardly be said to lock up its lands and restrict people. We are very

puzzled at this unfounded criticism - that parks are "locked up".

Trail bikes are not permitted on or off walking tracks not only because
of the obvious likely clash with people on foot; but because of their
noise level, and their erosion potential. Trail bikes and four wheel drive

vehicles are not permitted off roads in national parks.

Water skiing is not permitted on national parks, again for reasons of
noise and environmental pollution as well as the direct effects on

wildlife. It was phased out on Lakes Eacham .and Barrine some years ago.

The Service attitude is one of compromise in the use of power boats.

As an example, the tourist lessee on Lake Barrine is permitted to use his
power driven launch to make the lake shore available to visitors.
Further, the Noosa River in Cooloola National Park will continue to be
available to tourist launches using it. Pending evidence of any signif-
icantly harmful effects on the Noosa River, private power boats will also
be allowed to use it where it goes through Cooloola National Park.
Naturally there are strictly contolled speed limits, and it is proposed
to allow only canoeing in the upper reaches, to increase the diversity

of recreational opportunities possible.

Above all, the Service takes a realistic attitude to traditional practices.
Fishing by tourists was provided for with suitable restrictions in marine

national parks when they were in control of the Service.

The question of fishing in streams on terrestrial national parks will
arise increasingly with our holdings in such places as Cape York
Peninsula and some of the south west Queensland national parks. Already
we have been urged to close some of the Cape York rivers in our national

parks which are being plundered by illegal barramundi fisherman.



There is surely a case here for a sensitive yet practical set of rules
to be worked out similar to that applied on marine parks. For example
tourists may be permitted to catch their fish while camping on the

park and for use while there. This would ensure that the resource
would last forever. Three essential rules would be that there was
already a traditional use before the park was gazetted, that the
resource was large enough to sustain this type of use, and that the
traditional prior use was not considered inimical to the best interests

of the park.

The restrictions mentioned in 5 and 6 are considered reasonable;
because there are many areas in other forms of Crown and private

tenure where these restrictions do not apply.

7. Restrictions on roads

It has long been policy that where a park is large there is no reason
why we cannot have access through or into it. Where a park large or
small is developed, the Service always makes vehicle access to or
close to the camp or picnic grounds. Apart from this, access limits
are often dictated by finance. However, no internal access should

be built or gazetted until its impact on management has been thorough-

ly evaluated.

In a paper to a recent Tourism Seminar, David Coleman, a tourist
consultant of international experience who at the time was Executive
Director of the Townsville Tourist Association, wrote "No-one - least
of all the tourist - wants to see the rippling Sea of Galilee bordered
by caravans and cars”. In the same paper he states it is important
for cars to be restricted to certain well defined routes and stopping
places in national parks. The Service supports this approach. The
U.S.A. Park Service and others have found out the hard way that people
and cars must be separated on national parks. We aim to avoid the

problem of undoing mistakes.

8. Who pays for access?

Many Local Authorities complain that their Shire has the burden of
maintenance of access roads to popular parks. Though many of the
users would bring money to the Shire, and this helps indirectly to
meet the costs, the point is well taken. The Service has sought,
unsuccessfully to date, special subsidy money for this purpose. It
has to the limit of its finances assisted with particular cases, and

part of its environmental park funds have also been used to this
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purpose as Bauhinia Shire's case at Mt. Zamia testifies. We would
certainly like to do more in this area, for it is little comfort to

argue to a hard pressed Shire that its citizens can use hational parks
and the access to them in other Shires, at no maintenance cost. Over all
the State this may be so; but some Shires do have special hardship, and
the Service will keep working on the problem. Funding is the key.

9. Some amenities are closed at peak times

There is nothing unique about the concept of capacity limits on national
parks. Farms have carrying capacity limits beyond which they get over-
grazed and eroded. Roads have carrying capacity beyond which we get
traffic jams. Beaches have carrying capacity beyond which surfers injure

each other.

The Service policy is that it is better to develop a second or third
centre on a park or to develop another park than to allow a popular camp
or picnic grbund to be so crowded that no-one enjoys the park experience.
This is one reason why as the State grows and develops we will need more
parks. The desire to develop Mt. Moffatt to relieve Carnarvon is a recent

case.

Ultimately however, we must reach the state that other countries have
reached where we have the choice of ruining the park by overdevelopment
and uncontrolled use, or placing limits on development and use of any one
park or group of parks. As a responsible Service with responsible legis-

lation, we must choose the latter course.

10. The communication gap

A past legitimate complaint has been that the Local Authority is never

told of our intentions in acquisition matters.

There have been historical and practical reasons for this. The legis-
lation does not specifically require it. It does require the interests
of other affected Government departments to be considered, and any

objections resclved.

There is also the question of the usual confidentiality between vendor
and purchaser common to all land sales which at times makes it difficult

to involve a third party.

Where Crown lands are involved, there is generally (though in the past not

always) a better degree of communication.



11 .

Recognising the difficulties that have arisen because of this lack of
communication, the policy of the Service now is that the Local
Authority and indeed the local M.L.A. will be kept as fully informed
as possible of Service acquisition intentions. Our Minister has

stated this in the Parliament.

A field for misunderstanding is in the nature of our investigation of
lands. Many pecple suggest and request proposals for us to look at;
and our officers are also in a continuing process of fauna, flora and
iandscape studies in an inventory sense. In other words we are con-
stantly evaluating the resource. Thus many times when our field
officers are in an area, the inevitable rumours of land acquisition
become rife, though we may be far from the stage of assessing the

evaluation, and may as often decide not to try to acquire.

Local Authorities from now on may rest assured that if we desire to
acquire land in their Shire they will be consulted and their views

sought as soon as practicable. The Director regards it as wvital to
the success of a park that the Local Authority and the local M.L.A.
support the proposal. Cabinet support for our acquisitions also

hinges on this assurance.

This is a lesson we have learned the hard way; and the presence of an
officer speaking to this paper is testimony to the Service's will and

desire to work with you.

The benefits of national parks

Having clarified attitudes on various areas of Service-Local Authority
interface and examined the problems for Local Authorities, let us now
consider some of the benefits to a Local Authority which national parks

bring.

1. Spiritual refreshment

If it is true that some landowners feed man's body it is equally true
that the Service as a landowner feeds his spirit. No longer is the
national park visited only by people from the big cities who need to
get away from the pressures of city life and spend a quiet day or two
with nature. Many of our larger provincial cities and towns today
have the pressures of the city. Many families who live there are just
as much "townies" as Brisbanites. Dalby needs the Bunya Mountains
National Park. Townsville needs Mt. Elliot National Park. Gold Coast

residents need Lamington National Park and Cairns people need the parks
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of Atherton Tableland. As well as being national parks they are also
local parks with a special purpose.

2. Recreation

Rest is many things to many people and we are looking for a term to
substitute for "passive recreation" which is often how people describe
the recreation which national parks offer. There is nothing passive
about walking the Scenic Rim or crossing Lamington from O'Reilly's to
Binna Burra, or paddling up Noosa River. But there are as well as
strenuous pleasures the simple observational pleasures of sightseeing,
nature photography, nature study, bird watching, swimming, picnicking
and camping or just resting in quiet areas away from noise and people

pressure.

To maintain this special type of recreation benefit we must recognise

that large as well as smaller reserves are very necessary.

3. Amenities

Many Local Authorities are familiar with the tasteful and professional

way Service officers build and maintain the camp and picnic areas on
national and environmental parks. In the case of environmental parks

very often the Shire is and will continue to be contracted to build and
service the amenities with direct employment benefits to them. Thus there
is a very real saving to a Shire fortunate enough to have such an amenity
within its borders. It receives some of the general credit and it is
saved having to establish such amenities itself within a reasonable

distance of the park.

4, Education

National parks have been described as living museums. Today's citizens
are increasingly being made aware of their natural environment and
taught that it is a finite resource. What better to use as an outdoor
classroom than an environmental or national park. The former indeed are
very often chosen primarily because they are near urban centres and are
thus very suitably placed for the purposes of educating the children of

that area in natural history.

Many parks have rich archaeological treasures - evidence of aboriginal
occupation - and some have great historical interest. This is all part

of the educational value which our national parks have.
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5. Research

The Service is establishing some Nature Reference Sites whose purpose is
to act as benchmarks of what the natural condition is. It is a well
tried scientific technique to have a “"control" in experimentation work.
If we have a control, the course of changes can be traced back from the
disturbed condition to what conditions were. Reserves in Service
tenure, because they are kept in a natural condition, are very useful
controls and are available to other scientists as well as our own in
studying and overcoming land-use problems brought about by various land
management techniques and practices. Samples of undisturbed nature are
needed for experimental work on the development and maintenance of soil

nutrient and water relations as one example.

6. Biological values

It is worth noting that birth contol pills are made from an extract from
a native wild plant. The jojoba bean - another native desert plant - is
being hailed as the coming replacement for sperm whale oil, which is of
course another product of nature. Experiments today aimed at high yield
rice and wheat plants, depend heavily on cbtaining sources of wild
grasses from which today's domesticated plants have come. Close to home,
macadamia nut producers still search the wild rainforests for plant
material to help in their plant breeding programmes. The Duboisia

industry started from studying the properties of these wild plants.

It is of untold benefit then to reserve in perpetuality sample areas of
our natural landscapes for their potential resources of plant material.
Who knows what tomorrow's botanists and biologists might discover
within this treasure house of material? Who can say what benefits to
ourselves and the future might already have been lost through past

greedy exploitation?

7. Tourism

The benefit to the Local Authority of a local tourist industry need
not be laboured in this forum. The place of national parks in the
overall tourist scene however is worth examining. Tourist brochures
invariably mention them where they exist. They are also mentioned in
situations that attract new ratepayers to a Shire or town. Many
purchasers of blocks of rateable land in places like Rainbow Beach,
Bayside Village or Noosa would have bought largely because they have
Cooloola National Park and Noosa National Park respectively as a back-
drop. Such people are of even greater and more direct benefit than

tourists to the financial health of a Shire. The fact that the nearby
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national park is mentioned in real estate brochures would also indicate
that the national park helps to increage the value of the real estate

sold, and ultimately its rates.

Even very small national parks such as Burleigh have their use and place
in the overall tourist scene. A day or half day even in this small park
makes a pleasant change of pace for Gold Coast visitors. However it and
even the larger Noosa National Park are very heavily used and pose great

management problems for our officers.

Large area parks are the ones which have the best chance of surviving
intact. They withstand tourist pressures easier. They can better withstand
edge effects. They give the Service hope for developing more than one
recreation centre thus spreading the impact. They provide a majestic
backdrop for viewers of rural scenery. In doing so they bring the tourist

and resident "tranquility by proxy" even without visiting them.

But only if people resist the temptation to pressure Governments into
halting acquisition of land for parks will parks be able to take their
rightful place alongside more intensive developments. Only if we admit
they are an integral part of the tourist scene will they be there to
delight future generations and attract more and more people seeking a

break fram suburbia.

In tourist terms, people simply will not come in droves to a Shire noted
for being largely under sugar cane, for having all of its area under wheat,
for having densly packed seaside suburbs, or for having a large modern
abattoir to cope with its cattle output. Tourists stay in a Shire when

it has variety and diversity to offer them. National parks are part of
this diversity, and if they want to have them Local Authorities have to
sacrifice some close settlement, and allow for the part national parks

have to play in their regional planning.

The choice is ours

The economic aspect

Undoubtedly there are further reasons than those listed why some would see
the Service interests as competing and even as a threat to the welfare
of a Shire, town or city. Equally this paper could express further

arguments and reasons for the benefits of the Service presence.
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The Duke of Edinburgh once said "It is almost impossible for us to be
objective about nature for we are part of it". This paper has tried to
be cbjective - even very pragmatic. When Councils are in the business
of servicing loans and pacifying rate payers, it is reasonable to
endeavour to convince them that even on hard economic facts, nature

reserves are good business.

In 1915 the people had the choice of gazetting Lamington National Park.
Records show that the Local Authority concerned argued that this area
could be divided up into living areas for thirty or so families. No
doubt the value of timber which could have been harvested also came
into it. It is now history that these arguments did not prevail, and
while it would be an interesting exercise to undertake a benefit-cost

exercise in the area since then, it could only be theoretical.

The question we have to ask is would any of us given the choice today,
throw this park open to selection? Quite apart from the incredible
beauty of the area, in cold economic terms the two guest houses and
their staff deriving a living from the park and the associated tourist
and service industry spin-offs would surely bring in more direct

revenue than would some thirty farms.

The many Barrier Reef Islands gazetted national parks about 40 years
ago would be now probably be the private preserves of the very wealthy,
bringing in some rates, but benefiting Shires far less than in their

present tenure.

The sorts of choices we must make today are no different; and the
effects of our decisjons will be as far reaching. Even America with
nearly twenty times Australia's population in the same land area still
faces its land use choices. With wisdom of centuries of decision
making behind her, she is still opting for gazetting parks and wild
rivers as nature reserves. A recent Alaskan Naticnal Park is 16

million hectares or 40,000,000 acres.

Finally, there are questions other than those practically and econom-
ically based which we must consider. We havé a duty to our children
and theirs. There are far more people who will visit national parks
than have visited them to date. Has this generation the right to deny
other future generations the beauties of our natural heritage? How

many of the wild places we knew in our youth are no longer available?
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The Queensland National Parks and Wildlife Service can be relied upon to
seek only those lands most suited to the purpose of nature conservation.
Its methods and standards of evaluation are of a very high calibre. It
can recommend and its recommendations can be supported or opposed by
various other Government instrumentalities. The Sexvice relies heavily
on the support of Local Authorities and will do all possible in future to
seek that support. Following gazettal it will take into consideration
the desires of Local Authorities when planning the management of its

estate.

Nothing is free. Everything has to come at a price. 1In 1979 of all years
- the International Year of the Child - surely the greatest contribution
any Local Authority could make would be to resolve to remember the
children of future generations in its decision making. The price is not

too high.
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ATTACHMENT

COMPARISON OF CERTAIN TENURE AND USAGE CONDITIONS:

NATIONAL PARKS AND ENVIRONMENTAL PARKS

Aspect National Park Environmental Park
Ownership Crown in control of the Crown in control of the Service
Service through its Minister | through its Minister
Shared None once gazetted; but the | Provision is made for trustees
authority Service will consider the and for drawing up by-laws for
desires of Government and each park. Generally a Shire
other bodies in aspects of or Shires are invited to be
management planning. trustees, but at times there
are private or other Govern-
mental, or there may be none.
Amenities By Service at Service cost, Usually by Councils at Service
and usually with Service or cost. However, by arrangement
Development | contract labour. and on the principle that it
is more a park of local inter-
est, the Service would request
maintenance help of Shires.
Restrictions | As detailed in paper. As detailed in paper, but add-
itionally no grazing is allow-
ed mostly because of their
small size and likely impact
on the park and its users.
Staffing Resident staff are on some Resident staff on only one

parks. Others are manag-
ed by periodic visits.

park to date. Usually managed
by visiting staff, and/or by
Council staff who can be "pre-
scribed officers" to administer
the law.

lLegislation

Part of the Forestry Act.

Part of the Land Act,
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- A Visit to the Far North -

One doesn't see much from the window
of an aircraft at 30,000 feet but dropping
down for Mt. Isa I could see the Corella
Creek Dam (water supply for Mary Kathleen
Uranium Mine) which I visited some years
ago. Couldn't pick the Frank Creek hill
with all the Aboriginal rock carvings which
had been the purpose of my visit, though.

The vegetation is sparse in that region,
so that the soil shows through, and as the
plane descends, the all-pervading bluish
haze of height and distance disappears and
the reds, browns, yellows, greys etc. show
through. Softly muted colours for the most
part, with a landscape that has an aura of
immense age. It is so old and worn that it
seems almost impervious to man's destruct-
iveness. Even the vast Mt. Isa project is
but a minor blemish on nature's complexion.
On the angle the plane approached, all I saw
of the town was the two tall chimneys.

My main impression of Darwin from the
air was of flatness and a desirable water
front situation. The town has been almost
completely re-built after the total destruct-
ion of the cyclone (Christmas 1974) but here
and there one still sees foundations of
houses that were blown away and have not
been rebuilt. The derilict shell of the
Fanny Bay Hotel remains. Some trees survived
(though no doubt stripped of leaves and
small branches) and others have been planted
and growth is prolific - the town is green
and pleasant enough, with June ("winter"!)
temperatures that range around 30/32°C and
only moderate humidity.

The main street is being turned into a
pedestrian mall. All vehicles have been
excluded and business has dropped off quite
substantially I was told. However, at
present, the street is largely raw earth,
with a few coconut palms (transplanted as
trees 3 or 4 metres high) and I assume that
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there will be gardens and concrete (or
bitumen) pathways and perhaps lawns, when
the project is complete. Then the business
should pick up again.

Monday night was spent at Beatrice Hill
which is the headquarters of the Northern
Territory Wildlife and Sydney University
Crocodile Research Project. It had been a
cattle property I think, and the hill, of
some 50 metres is the highest point for many
miles around Darwin. (It is about 45 km
from Darwin). Hugh Roberts is manager of
the station and also the pilot of the
University's light aircraft which next day
took us to Maningrida. His wife was away
and for dinner he had to get something from
the freezer which he could thaw quickly in
water - Barramundi! Superb!

Excess luggage had to go by Conn Air,
(locally and irreverently referred to as
the "Canary Coloured Coon Carriers" because
of the colours of their aircraft and
passengers) there being a full passenger
load for the University Aircraft (Professor
and Mrs Messel, a radio technician and
myself) and this meant an early start to
get to Darwin for Conn Air's 8,00 a.m.
departure. But in any case, Beatrice Hill
has blue-winged kookaburras, and no one
could sleep through their raucous dawn
chorous.

The early start also meant 'a pleasant
flight to Maningrida before the days heat
would make for a rough ride. The Narbulak
mine was visible on the starboard side.
There are some striking rocky escarpments in
the vicinity but the mine itself is on an
undistinguished patch of plain. I was told
that it is a quite small but extremely rich
body of uranium ore. The only one so far
where there is serious concern for the risk
of radiation sickness for miners. A news
item that I heard on radio to the effect
that mining would be complete in 6 months
confirms the claimed richness of the deposit
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and potential danger to workers from
prolonged exposure., Makes me think of the
Aboriginal legend quoted by Ray Dasmund
and I must look up the details again:
Something to the effect that any interfer-
ence with a certain area (of uranium - but
probably not Marbalik) would cause the
Great Green Ant to devastate the land.

The early morning light displayed a
wondrous pattern of colours across the
wetlands near the southern coast of Van
Diemen Gulf: Mangroves, salt flats, marine
grasslands, meandering streams, swamps,
lagoons, reed beds, sedges, and occasional
forests; then at the eastern end of the Gulf,
the Alligator Rivers - the West, the South
and the East Alligator, Maningrida - and
the Blyth River - are in the Arnhem Land
Aboriginal area which is closed to non-
Aborigines. It is a privilege to be here.
Entry is by permit only and permits are
rarely given. 1In fact I'm told it's a
catch 22 situation: the Aboriginal Council
(if that's the right title) are most
reluctant to give a permit to anyone they
hayen't met - but unless you have a permit
you can't get to meet them! Fortunately I
wasn't aware of all this when I left home.
I assume I am covered by a general permit
issued to cover the Crocodile Survey Team
who are now well trusted and in the case of
at least one member of the team, Graeme Wells,
obviously held in high regard. He took me
to an out-station on the Blyth where I met
Michael, an Aboriginal elder, and three
children. The rest of the group were away
hunting.

We had been up the river in a small
boat and Michael had heard the outboard
motor. So they were waiting on the river
bank when we came back. A traditional bark
canoe was in the final stages of completion
and Michael insisted on sharing some "sugar
bag" with us. This is the honey comb of
the native bee, which Graeme tells me is
not often found and is such a delicacy and
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is so highly prized that the finder usually
eats it himself in contrast to almost all
other food gathered or hunted which is shared
with everyone.

Michael had a fishing line in the water
(commercial nylon monofilament!) and caught
a fine catfish while we were there. He
(they?) also had the carcase of (I think) a
whistling eagle chick hung up in a tree which
also was regarded as good food. A mixed
lot of not too starved, and not too friendly
dogs completed the scene.

Graeme wanted to show me the settlement
where there are still traditional bark roofed
structures with sleeping platforms: a smoky
fire underneath somewhat reduces the enthus-
iasm of the local insect population for
human blood. He asked Michael if he might
show them to me and could I take some
photographs and he suggested that one of the
children should escort us. Michael readily
granted approval and spoke to the children
in their own language. Graeme told me later
that he was ordering them to stay with him,
otherwise they would all have gone with us.
(They all speak english as well as their own
language.) It was a nice expression of trust
in Graeme, - to be permitted to go there
alone, but we'd have welcomed the children's
company.

From the little I've seen on this trip,
the Australian white community has been
generous in intention (as evidenced by
Government aid) but shockingly lacking in
understanding where the Aboriginal people are
concerned. Back in Maningrida there is a
substantial sawmill rusting in disuse; houses
have been built complete to western standards
with reticulated water and electricity - and
they have been wrecked completely, every
window and door smashed, all taps broken off
and every electrical fitting pulled apart or
smashed. A new bicycle will have its wheels
taken off and one child takes one wheel,
another the frame and so on. Millions of
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dollars have been spent and wasted, I'm
told, and it looks to be the case. There's
a tendency to "write-off" the "blacks" as
being hopeless and congenitally destructive
of anything that's given to them. But! -

on this Blyth River out-station Graeme
showed me their radio which they keep working
(with help from European technicians if it
goes wrong) and told me that if the next

day he were to go to any other Aboriginal
community here abouts they would tell him
everything he'd done the day before that
Michael had learnt or observed - the news
would have been spread around by radio.
Obviously the communication that radio gives
them they value and so they do not destroy
the radio. But closed-in houses, in a
climate where one needs all the breeze one
can get and a smokey fire to combat
mosquitoes! Or a bicycle where 99% of one's
travel is through trackless bush that would
be almost impossible to a trail bike?

Surely the collective brains of a
civilization that can build a radio, a
rocket to the moon, or a symphony orchestra,
can find real ways to help these people who
cannot in just a few generations change
30,000 years of tradition and culture.

We landed in Maningrida after the flight
from Darwin in a cloud of dust on the gravel
strip. Already the vegetation is drying off
after the wet and the place was generally
hot, brown and dusty. The Crocodile Survey
base with its green lawns and shady trees
was an oasis of coolness. There is a
house for the manager and his wife, and two
self-contained flats for visiting scientists,
a huge wooden store for materials such as
timber, nets and so on, another store for
food stuffs and domestic materials, and a
large workshop/laboratory complex which
had been built originally as a fish factory,
but was not successful.

A late afternoon high tide enabled us
to go out to the ship by boat from the beach
thus avoiding a fairly rough ride by 4 wheel
drive vehicle to a landing up the river.

Syd Curtis

"A Visit to the Far North" will continue in the next edition of
"Ringtail".
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Official functions

Since our last issue another major
Service function was undertaken when the
Carnarvon National Park Headquarters and
Visitor Centre was officially opened by the
Hon. T.G. Newbery, M.L.A,

The function was yet another example
of the co-operation between park and Head
Office staff which permits the Service to
stage such an event.

At relatively short notice staff at
Carnarvon were able to bring about a
situation where the opening was staged in
an ideal location. On the Head Office side
of the operation invitations in a completely
new format were prepared at short notice,
the display was prepared in time for the
opening and catering and other aspects were
arranged.

The day of the opening dawned fine and
clear and vehicles and aircraft arrived from
near and far and the billy boiled for all
arrivals.

Newly constructed seating was soon
filled to capacity and campers and others
stood around under the trees to hear the
official speeches.

A large marquee was the venue for the
bar and catering facilities and a most
delightful meal was provided by the
proprietors of Carnarvon Gorge Resort who
catered for the function.

The function was well attended by
local landholders many of whom had not
previously met or visited the park and a
very sociable event resulted.

Much favourable comment and press
coverage resulted and due credit is given

to all who assisted to make the function
such a success.

Geoff Cole
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Wilsons Peak

Starting this issue of "Ringtail” is
the first in a series of articles (depending
on ratings) on trips to interesting out-of-
the-way parks for those occasions when the
weather's not the best for the coast, the
footy season is over or you've just got a
day and a few litres of petrol to spare.

Wilson's Peak is situated astride the
Queensland/New South Wales border at the
junction of two major mountain ranges - the
east-west MacPherson Range and the Main Range
heading north. Its 4,035"' (1,230m) summit is
surrounded on 3 sides by virtually unscalable
cliffs and rainforest grows where it can gain
a foothold.

Several scenic routes may be taken to
the point where the walk to the top starts.
The most direct is through Ipswich and
Boonah towards Maroon. About 16 km from
Boonah a bitumen road heads off to the right
and is signposted as leading to "The Head"
and "White Swamp”.

A few kilometres along this road a
series of hills on the right rise steeply
from the surrounding low countryside. These
are the Mint Crags and those of you who are
heavily interested in geology would probably
know that they are one of the best examples
of a ring-dyke to be found in Australial!l

Further along the road, immediately
after crossing Teviot Brook, a dirt road
leads off to the right to the "Head".
Follow this road. The road is crossed by
Teviot Brook in several places and is normally
no problem unless there have been recent
heavy rains.

Before the grade of the road becomes
steep several ideal camping and picnicking
spots may be passed. If you have a little
extra time on the way up or down, a short
walk to the base of the falls in Wilsons
Creek, a tributary of the Teviot, may be
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worthwhile.

After negotiating the steep and winding
climb up the range, the road levels off at
the lookout over Teviot Falls (320' - 98 m).
About 2 miles further along, at a point where
the rainforest meets the verges of the left-
hand side of the road, is the point where
you leave your car.

A short walk into the forest and you
will come across one of the most amazing
feats of man's constructuve genius since the
Sydney Harbour Bridge - the Rabbit Fence!
This makes the dingo fence out west look
like a plastic picket fence! For the most
part it runs along the MacPherson Range
right up and down the sides of the mountains -
just to keep adventurous, mountaineering
bunnies out. It is still maintained and in
this case affords a good route to the
summit.

A cool walk through the forest becomes
strenuous as it gets steeper - eventually
requiring the use of all forms to aid progress.
With height the vegetation changes with wisps
of moss hanging from the stunted wind-blown
trees as the track traverses the narrow
crest with steep drops to Queensland on one
side and New South Wales on the other.

About fifty metres from the summit the
track veers to the left and contours along
the base of steep cliffs. At a point where
the fence stops head straight up. Five
minutes climb brings you to the top. Time
taken to get there from the car is 60 to 90
minutes - depending on the size of the group.

The actual summit of the mountain is a
little disappointing as far as views are
concerned, however, a scramble around beneath
the low vegetation will bring you to a
number of "sky-windows" providing views in
almost every direction. As well as being the
influence of two mountain ranges, the slopes
of Wilsons Peak give use to three major river
systems.
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The Teviot flows northeast into the
Bremer/Brisbane River system; several
streams flow south into the Clarence River
system and the Condamine flows west eventu-
ally into the Murray/Darling system.

Geography may have been a boring subject
at school but to stand on a windy mountain-
top and watch the rivers flow and the ranges
march off into the distance you gain some
kind of appreciation and understanding of
the forces that shape the countryside around
us.

Paul Curtis

Rentals payable by the Service's
country officers occupying Government-owned
houses were recently standardised throughout
the Public Service.

This has resulted in fairly high
increases in rentals payable by some of our
officers.

An approach has been made to the Public
Service Board to have these rentals reviewed,
particularly in cases where the standard of
dwelling is lower than the standard "E"
type Public Service house.

A considerable amount of information
has been already submitted to the Board but
more information is needed. Therefore, a
comprehensive questionnaire is presently
being prepared at the request of the Public
Service Board and copies of this will shortly
be circulated to every country officer for
completion and return.

It is hoped to have all these completed
questionnaires submitted to the Board by the
end of October so we will be seeking the
co-operation of all staff involved in supply-
ing this information.

If you desire any further information
please don't hesitate to contact me.

Ron Kelly

Census taker: Man who goes from house to
house increasing the population. 19





























































