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+ Cranes find
%..godmother

The Queensland National Parks and Wildlife Service is
playing a vital ‘godmother’ role in a unique biological
project on three continents.

Chicks hatched from eggs
taken from sarus crang nests in
north Queensland are loday
looking over the melling snows
of Wisconsin, USA, and the
wetlands of the Townsville
Town Commaon.

One day soon their progeny
may be flying in the wild over
Thailand and other south-gast
Asian couniries,

larger with more red skin down
the neck, and has pink rather
than dark legs.

The crane and the brolga breed
in the wetiands of the north at
the same time — January 10
April.

The sarus crane has been
identified in Australia only in
the last 20 years as the |ast

Wisconsin is necessary for
adjustment of seasonal
conditions between the
hemispheres.

The eggs of mature birds
eventually will be transferred o
the nests of several Indian
sarus cranes pinionead in
Thailand. Thus the chicks will
be raised in the wild
environment.
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Station staff headed by
manager Mr Bill Johnston
assisted in every way.

Dr Archibald was given

Service officers are certzin the

collection from 60 nests studied

in a small area will pose no
threat 1o our sarus cranes
which, like all native fauna, are

i w1 ml 1 g { e e permission to fly 24 of the eggs  fully protected.

3 4 F;h - fhens SLET LA i) = in two insulated boxes warmed

el -a"’?ﬁﬁ .E":ﬁ- F i by hot waler botlles to the ‘In fact, Dr Archibaid fesls that
B u’:ﬁsé y :} Ak United States. He took 12 in time the sarus crane will
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International Crane Foundation director Dr George Archibald takes another
ega from a sarus crane nest in the wetlands of Morr Morr Station, near
Mormanton. Each egg laken was recorded and tested 1o ensure it was
suitable for transfer 1o incubators at Townsville or Baraboo, Wisconsin.

brolga eqgs also for
comparison study,

The sarus crane, a distinctive
grey bird, looks like the
Australian brolga but is slightly

become s0 prolific in the north
that the brolga will be forced
back 1o areas where once it
was commaon.'

The transfer of egas to

by the Service.

Cooloola changes force plan review

A major revision of the
Cooloola National Park
management plan is under
way by Queensland National
Parks and Wildlife Service
staff.

The revision of the 1978 plan is expected
to be available for discussion primarily
with lecal authorities within a tew
manths.

This was announced by the Service
Director, Dr Graham Saunders, in an
address on Cocloola Mational Park —
Past, Fresem and Fuiure to a Cooloola
Coast Visitors' Bureay seminar at Tin
Can Bay.

Dr Saunders said that as a result of
concerns and changes that had taken

place in recenl years, the original plan
proposed for Cooloola was no longer
adequate for the area.

In its revision, 1he Service would take
into account many of the concerns that
were gxpressed by local councils and the
public when the first plan was presenled.

He said: 'Cooloola is not an easy park to
manage. Sand and salt makes demands
an vehicles and other equipment. Sand
arodes easily. Overhead cosis are high.
Fire is an ever present problem. Hoads
are costly to build and to maiatain.

"The Service has wanted to achigve more
public visitation as well as resource
management, but pricrities have had (o
be given to establishing basic
infrastructures for staff and visitor
management in critical areas.

“We are being presented with new
demands in the form of the western
catchment and its management and
Eianda Plains. (Agreement has been
reached with the Commaonwealth for the
Service 1o take over and manage Elanda
Plains. Procedures are now in hand to
include this area within the park)’

Or Saunders said that in making the
management plan revision, the Service
could endeavour 10 accommodate
expressed concerns as much as possible
within the overriding responsibility of the
Service in its role of managing nauonzi
parks to preserve their natural conditions
for present and future genarations.

“We would hope 10 be able 10 present
more information to the public about
Cooloola, its wildiife and scenery.

"The Service has had discussions about
the development of the Cooloola Way.
We want to see the road developed
primarily as an access that will enhance
visitor gpportunity to the area, not as a
high speed through road.

‘This emphasises a consarvative
approach towards the development and
maintenance of this road. It must be in

characte: with the surrounding park, not
an intrusion,”

Or Saunders said the Service looked
forward to working in co-operation with
the local tourist industry, local
government, residents and visitors in
managing an outstanding qift of nature,
which, when locked at objectively, had
so much to offer.

E To foster harmony between man and his environment, thereby: facilitating the well-being of

man, and safequarding the integrity of nature.

Q.NPWS objective
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Plenty of camplng spa_c_e at Wathumba

‘Lﬂg barriers keep vehlcles -::ut of the spacious new campsﬂe close to the ¢+ :

swater at Wathumba (pron. wat-oom-ba) on the west coast of Fraser Island.
§The campsite is expected 1o become a popular spot for boaties out of

‘He “Hervey Bay.
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‘Minder’
at work

‘He'll be right now’ said the
sun-tanned man in the sweaty
khakis. "He just needs a bit of
warmth until we get back to the
homestead.’

With that Andrew Haffenden
riiched a wet bundle of feathers
and legs and pressed it close to
his stomach,

Minutes before, e had seen the
emergance from the egg of the
first eastern sarus crane chick
born into capiivity.

Mot that it was a very gracious
entry into life! Those who did not
have willing hands had cameras (o
record the event as we sal in a3
traiier behind a tractar in the hot
sun of Morr Morr Station, north of
Marmantan.

The chick had beaten the intention
to take the egQs of sarus cranes
far hatching at Wisconsin and
Townsville for research and
breeding (see Fage 1).

The early hatch did not upsat
Andrew, He was jusl stirred to
greater enthusiasm in his very full-
time job as animal attendant at the
Service's Pallarenda regional
centre,

At the homesiead, out came the
torn cardboard boxes, hot water
bottles and towels to give his fawn
and dark brown bird with orange
beak and gangly legs the best
possible slart.

The rast of us were sent o
capture live grasshoppers, frogs
and any other bugs for the time in
a day or so when the chick would
eat.

Life is like that often for Andrew,

First flight for a sarus crane
chick barely one day old in
the hands ¢f Andrew
Haffenden. ¢ lcoded roads
necessitated = light aircraft
clharter.

35, 10 years on the job in
Townsville where he lives in a
Service house nat far from 160
crealures in captivity for wildlife
studies.

The Herbert River ringtail possum,
the Saervice emblem, is one of five
species of possum he look after
along with 12 species of
macropods and three species of
birds.

‘It's an interesting job,” Andrew
says matter of factly, 'l spend a lof
of time with the scientists.

‘Once an animal is brought in I'm
involved in the study project or a
sub-project.

‘And often the experience gained
wilh one animal can be a good
guide to the well-being of another.’

Andrew is keenesl on possums
and magpte geese. But he has 1o
deal with unusual animals like the
brushtailed betiong or the bridled
nailtail wallaby, and the usual calls
to eoflect and identify snakes.

Leaving work for home is not 1o
get away from animals. Andrew’s
wife Susanna is an artist who
chocses wildlife and plants to
paint. They have a son Kaj, 2.

Andrew hopes that his
involvement wilh tRe sarus crane
and brelga studies will lead to a
Irip overseas in luture to see the
results of his labor in the Gulf and
al Pallarenda over the next few
years.

Meanwhiie, Dr George Archibald is
seeking special research funds for
Andrew to concentrale on cranes
before they write a joint paper.

Don Marshall

Early birds snap
Easter bookings

A new campsite for 80 people on Fraser Island is among many
changes visitors to national parks will see this year, particularly at the
Easter holiday break.

The attractions of parks like
Crolooia, Bunya Mountaing,
Carnarvon, Girrawaen and
Lamington and the prospect of
an extra long break this year
resuited in all campsites at
those parks being booked in a
tew weeks,

Some who left booking too late
or those who decided just to
arrive will be disappointed
when they are turned away. But
there are parks offering
camping away from deveioped
sites and there are olher times.

The new campsile at Great
Sandy Malional Fark is at
Wathumba Creek, the anly
large shellered inlet an the
island's western side.

The site for 20 tents is
accessible by four-wheel drive
vehicle from Moon Point or
from the east coasl, or by boat
from Hervey Bay.

The area is mown. barricades

keep out vehicles, rees have

bean planted and watar comes
from taps at the end of a 2km

pipe system,

A toilet and shower block has
been zompleted for campsite

guests. New carmpsites can be
Buiit in future should demand
warrani.

The Wathumba campsite will be
a feature of the Service report
to the Fraser Island Becreation
Management Authority set up
by State Cab-net recently to co-
ardinate the efforts of several
departments.

On other parks. almost
$100.000 has been spenl al
Girraween, south of Stanthorpe.

More than $50,000 has been
spent re-developing the main
Bald Rock Creek campground
forming 33 campsites plus a
large open area for group
camping, loilet black painting,
replacing barbecues, installing
new lables, improving drainage
and extending tap water.

The Pyramid track has been
realigned and regradad.

Service staff have moved into
the ranger centre in Mt
Tempest Mational Park,
Moreton Island, near where
Middle Road reaches the west
coast beach.

This will facilitate the Service
prasence on the island,

the tall...

Ponder this message in a
brochure to visitors o
Sagarmatha {Mt Everest)

Mational Park in Mepal: Let no

one say, and say it o your
shame, thal all was beauty
here until you came.

*

-Snrry about the freg hot

shower you were expecting at

the Bunyas recently.

Excessive vse overloaded the
drainage trenches and the hot

water unit so the systemn had
to be turned off, The problem
15 being investigated.

) *

District ranger Payl Grimshaw

was overheard saying io a
fellow worker at Picnic Rock
at Laminglan recently: ‘See
that lone tree left standing
there? A man cnce hung
himself on that overhanging
limb." After a suitable pause,
he continued:; 'Surely you've
heard of The Hanging at
Picnic Hock?’

A back pack suilable for a
day's wailk in a park is difficult
ta find. Jim the Backpacker has
on sale at his Queens Arcade,
Clueen Street, Brisbane, store
a new type ne has impored
with large and small pockets
Zipped with padded siraps.
The pack comes in wo sizes,
%35 and $40, and in various
colours.,

*

Channel 7 State Affair crew
on Heron lsland recently
needed a quick iesson in
natural history. They were
filming turlle research at night
and were estatic aboul some
great shols of a turtle
returning to the water after
nesting. Trouble was their
subject revealed on replay
was a large male!

b |
Special sticker on Service

mail these days proclaims
Queensland’s 125th

particularly as campsite work is
gxlended.

The campsite at Green
Mountains, O'Reillys,
Lamington Mational Park, is
being re-developed as weather
permits, as is Cedar Creek
Mational Park picnic ground,
Tambaorine Mountain.

Those who ventura to
Carnarvan will notice much
renabilitaticn work around the
popular Gorge campground.

In the narth, the Bowling Green
Bay — Mt Ellict Mational Park
near Townsville will have a
campground with 20 sites re-
opening an 26 March.

Many other major parks have
improvements to tracks and
signage as a result of wage
pause funding last year.

The State Government has
allocated a further $200.000 1o
subsidise roadworks 1o improve
access to parks in the naxt few
months. '

Parks affected include
Carnarvon, Crows Mest Falls,
Mossman Gorge, WMt Elliot,
Cooloola, and Blackdown
Tableland.

‘anniversary of statehood of 6

Jung, The sticker is a timely
promaotion of the Queensland
Day Commitlee,

k]

A reminder that Fleay's Fauna
Centre, West Burleigh, taken
over by the Service last year,
is closed for redevelopmaeant.
Prospective visitors are still
being disappointed at the
gate.

*

‘b oweek of Fraser lsland and
the environmant’ will be the
theme for activities at the
QOrchid Beach resort from
10-16 June. Service officers
now arranging the program
with managing director Keith
Leach will participate in
activities like guided walks,
talks, slide shows, canoeing
and fishing. Write to the
resort, Mail Bag 4,
Maryborough, or phone 011
and ask for Orchid Beach 2.




Islands
are Sso
special

Within the Maritime Estate, islands
are perhaps the most important and
vulnerable natural feature. Such
islands include the coral cays of the
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park, and
the continental islands closer inshore
adjacent to the Queensland coast.

These two island types have different origins and
differant ecolegies. The coral cays are generally
small low islands of sand or coralline rubble from
the reef on which the cay is located.

The vegetation of these small islands is
composed of plants adapted to a windy, dry, and
salty environment.

This vegetation often forms a limited forest in the
centre of which some large trees may grow. A
rather special tree characteristic of cays at the
southern end of the Barrier Reef i3 Pisonia
grandis.

The pisonia is special for lwo main reasons. lts
beauty makes the islands on which it grows
green shady havens, cool retreals on a hot
summer dgay.

The large light green leaves delight the eye and
contrast sharply with the often intense glare of
beaches.

The biological significance of pisonia trees lies in
their relationship with a nesting sea bird, the
white-capped noddy (Anous minutus). These
birds often nest in pisonia trees in tens of
thousands.

The continuous droppings thus enrich the sandy

soil with vital nutrients. The tree provides the bird

with a nesting site and materials and the bird

provides the tree with nutrients to sustain its
~grawth,

The continential islands have a direct
relationship to the mainland. They are remnants
of mainland peaks and hills isclated by a rising
sea level thousands of years ago. The flora and
fauna is similar to that of the mainland.

Each island type possesses ils own biological
and aesthetic characteristics. Islands are of
interest scientifically for a number of reasons.

They are refuges for plants and animals relatively

untouched by human development and
increasingly, islands represent isolated pockeis
of natural plants and animals. However, some
istands are now threaienasd by human
disturbance and development.

Small islands may represent ecologically fragile
communities of plants and animals. Because of
their size and stress of an often harsh
environment, human interference can be very
damaging. The loss of a few trees in strategic
places can allow sunlight and salt laden air 1o
penetrate the forest bringing about changes.

Human activity, if 100 great, can drive away shy
ground nesting birds such as terns, or island
birds including sea eagles.

Perhaps the greatest value of islands lies not in
their scientific interests, but in their aesthetic
gualily.

In a world where natural areas of beauty are
being destroyed at an accelerating rate, islands
are increasingly refugees of natural beauty,
places of unigue charm.

Islands possess special characteristics thal
people are learning to vaiue. These isloated
fragments of land separated by the ever restless
sea are a special combination of forest and
beach, foreshore and headland.

By now the importance of islands to the Maritime
Estate should be obvious. We are the caretakers
of a precious heritage whose value is steadily
increasing.

islands are a special category within the
Maritime Estate. Islands are special places. |
know. | lived on islands for 10 years,

Steven Domm
Management Officer, Rockhampton
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C:emre 'Df media attention in Brishane was Q.NPWS Cairns rﬁgmnal durecmr ru"r FEtEr Stanton. He had recewed Ihe International
Union for the Conservation of Nature's Fred M. Packard merit award for service to the conservation of nature. He is the first
Australian to receive the award,

Regional directors in posts

Four most experienced of- changes in the Service re-organisation honours degree and is a Master of
: begun last year. Matural Resources from the University
ficers have been named as Mr Stanton is an Australian National of New England.

Queensland.National Parks University foresiry graduate.

and Wildlife Service regional He joined the Service from Forestry in
directors. He_left the Forestry Department 1980 and has worked at Yeerongpilly
national parks section in 1975 to and Moggill.
become a consultant and was

They are Mr Peter Stanton (Far appointed Service senior botanist in He and his wife have two boys. Mr

Morthern Region based in Cairns), Mr 1978. He transferred to Cairns in 1979 : , ] -
Bill Fisher (Morthern Region based in ) ’ Fisher is a Cub Leader and pracustes

Townsville), Mr Terry Vowles (Central ) ) _ karate.
Region based in Rockhampton) and Mr - In his spare time, Mr Stanton is a | ’
Noel Dawson [Southern Region based competition runner. He and his wike Mr Hﬂe Dawsqn. a Master of
at Moggill) have three boys who are also keen . Agricultural Science, has served the
' athleles and swimmers. Department of Primary Industries since
1964.

The positions are being taken up this

month in one of the most major Mr Fisher holds an AMU forestry Recently, he has been Director of th
' i r =

Land Resources Branch responsible

for evaluation and planning over much
of the State.

~* He'and his wife have three girls and

enjoy camping in national parks near

. . Brisbane when nof surfings o o ¢
.~ Mr Vowles joined the Forestry Depart-
ment in 1966 after completing his B.S¢
(Forestry) honours degree at ANU.

He has served in several areas
besides Brisbane, and has been in
charge of the computer section and in
resources and marketing.

He and his wife have two children. He
enjoys fishing, golf and woodwork.
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Popu lar \@ﬁ ‘\ay *ﬁﬁﬂ'&%@;\ﬁ:@ U Unsealed road
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par S & wﬁg G S & W Walking
{ %ﬂ &% oﬂﬁﬁh W © @ P Private
o Bl f eé"d o & Notes Arafura Sea
Southemn Reglon T -
Brishane Forest Pk (national parks} F2 [@ | @ |[@ (@ (C | @ (@[ @ e @ | Brisbane Forest Pk | Developed campsile Manorina
_Enmif:k-iﬂsland — gz ® 0| | BU |ele[ 3 @ | Moggill Development urﬁer way
ue {Siradbroke Isian <]y I i Gl @ i o - e ﬂﬂg‘.ﬂ
[ Tamborine Moumiain Cile| e S e Cio|o o o Tamborine Cedar Creek closed
E Helena Island G2} | & | B K N Moagill Historic area - Hestricted access
Burleigh Head Gilejelele[Cleleie] Burleigh :
ngbrook Gil@le/ee|Clein o] ® @ | Springbrook Developed campsite Purlingbrook
Natural Arch Gl e leje|[Cleieie]| : ~ | Nalural Arch
Lamington Binna Burra Glle(eje|e|Cleie|eo[®]| [@F |®|Binnabura
Green Mountains Gileleje|e[Cleleele e ® | Green Mountains
L Uther areas Gil'g L G 3 [ ] @ | Green Mounlains ueensland Hecrealion camp Christmas G
Pine Ridge G3 e|®e|Cle o® Burleigh
Mt Barmay F4l @ ' w @ | Boona
Mt French F3 @|e|C ! : | Boonah
Main Range Cunningham’s Gap |F2 | @ ¢/ oCleo|®|®| |®|®| |®|ManRange Gulf  of  Carpentaria
Quesn Mary Falls F4 ®|@({Cle L " 1 Main Range
Girraween FPRileie/e/s|Ccle|e 1ele ® | Giraween
Sundown Fop cu [] @ '@ | Sundown Rough access to Burrows Waterhole
Lake Broadwater F8 ® (9| C ® Lake Broadwater
| Bunya Mountains Eij@|eo|®|® C/l®|o | ®|® ] @ | Bunya Mountains
Crows Nest Falls E2 elelclele . | Crows Nest
Ravenshourne E2l. |loeleie(Cl® Toowoomba _ _
Conondale F1isd] @ | % U Moggill Primilive area. State Forest camp near
Glasshouse Mountains G2 c ® | Moggill
Kondafilla F1 eleic|e Moggill
Mapleton Falls Fi[ sle|Cle o is Moggill
Noosa Gll® elCle|e ) 3 Gympie
Cooloola Kinaba (Harry Springs) Gije|e Bl L e K Gympie
Freshwaler G| @ 2iejluje|e . Gympie
Couble Island Pt GE| @ & @ [ ] [ ] Gympie Access via beach
Great Sandy (Fraser Island) G7|® @ |BU @ [ @ | Maryborough Restricted camping on eastern beach
Woodgate 37 elolu/ojeie ® Woodgate
Mon Repos G7 : c L EEIER Maryborough ]
Auburn River Frojes e P B S ey E Maryborough
Cania Gn:!'_g& F7 = [ ] e v . Maryborough
niral Hegion
Keppel Group 7 ® B @ @ ele Yeppoon Developed campsile Humpy s
Capricomnia Heron Is G7|@| & @BFl® | & | S8 |® o Rockhampton
North-West Island G770 & B - i 8 Rockhamptan
Ifady T-.[I'Ius-grave G7 ® B : o Rockhampton
ryon Is a7 i a @& | | Rockhampton
- Dther islands G7 B =T T Rackhampton No camping. Restricted zones
| Capricorn coast Fr | o= L 2 C | BE 2§ | Yeppoon -
Eurimbula Frpw - u. ; 1 @ | | Hockhampton & i _
Blackdown Tableland EFl@|e|® @& | C |8 ® | ®| |®|Rockhampion Road unsuitable for vans = T ——— 1;
| isia Gorge F7 | G : X , e @ | Rockhampton 2 Ve d {: \
Robinson Gorge E7 i@ ] L ® | @] Bockhampton Last 3km 4WD only -\
| Camarvon_Carnarvon Gorge E7 ® | ® ® E@G | '@ Carmarvon Gorge ' | Aain closes road
Mt Moffatt E7 ] & o L0k R 3 Ll ] @ J=ia] Mt Moffatt Carry extra fuel, water
Salvator Rosa E7 s s B pel e - e % & '@l Rockhampton Carry extra fusl, water
Ka Ka Mundi E7 , o % | ® | @ | Bockhampion Carry extra fuel, waler .
Simpson Desert As L g e B o Rockhampton Remote area. Contact Q.NPWS first
Lark Quarry CE Ll i e n 3 B ("4 Bockhamplon _
Cape Hillsborough E6 DD . S0 Mackay Developed camp Smalleys Beach
| Eungella Broken River E6 Sleojeoele 2@ Eungella
= Femainder E6 SF Faich Eungella !
Cumberland Gp Bramplon |Is F5 e ] e | Mackay .
Other islands E5 Y ; &l e |Mackay Developed camp Goldsmith Is
Northumberland Islands FB s B w1 @ [ | Mackay
Horthern Region e B E e ;
Whitsunday general ES ; [ ) | @ ] Conway _
Conway _ ES i AN AE [ ] @ | Conway Developed camp Shute Harbour 4 day limit
Molle Group E5 o i r. R AL gunway Developed camp MNorth Molle Is e
Henning Is ES |1 e ik e L N onway e
Hook Tstand E5 [ =1 17 = ]we] =]Conway ~
Repulse Group E5 [t ¢ e @ || Conway
Whitsunday Istand ES [N R X Conway .
Thomas Is E5 | . 0 | Conway _ o .
[ Gloucester E5 | E e |e|Conway Several islands = |
Bowling Green Bay general E5 | N : | Townsville =
Alligator Creek |ES |0 e(e|Cleis i . '_Twnsw_lle
| Magnetic Island ES | e Bl e®|®|9] S Tﬂ‘i'l'l'l5'~’!"9 _ 1
Townsville Town Common ESl | @ LG K 8. . Pwnsvln”e No camping ‘
M Spec 05 | o/oiClalel | - B Townsvile
Jourama Falls pE oo clel ] [ ] |® Townsville ‘
w,a"a_man_Faug E HhE '-!. L BuiedK BB e !.-...' L _TEW]'IS\"[“E
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Guide to national parks

Maiala (1140ha)

Thiz popular park on the D"Aguilar Range 42km
north-west of Brisbane is managed as par of the
25000ha Brisbane Forest Park, The park is ideal
tor day visits and picnicking, and offers scenic
views of the coastal plain and walks through a
variety of forest communities. Manorina fwith
avernighl camping), Jolly's Lookout and Boome-
bana are other national parks along the Mt Mebo
- Mt Glorious road.

Mt Tempest (Moreton Is) (9360ha)

Mt Tampast (288m), repuled to be the highest
coastal sand dune in the world, crowns this large
istand composed almaost entirely of sand. Park
araas row cover 58 percant of the island and in-
clude wind-blown sand, heath, swamp and
forasts. A management centre and campgrounds
with facilities are being developed. Access is via
vehicular ferries, for aff-road vehicles, a fast
passenger ferry or light aircraft,

Blue Lake (501ha)

This lake is a waler table window in a sand dune
about 10km east of Dunwich accessible by four-
wiheel drive vehicle only from the main coas
raed followed by a short walk. Eucalpyt
woodland surrounds the lake which is popular for
day vislts. Access via vehicular ferries from
Redland Bay and Cleveland,

Tamborine Mountain

O and around this distinctive plateau T0km
south of Brisbane are a series of relatively small
national and environmental parks preserving
some of the mouniain's natural features of forest
and waterfalls. All are popular with day visitors
and most have facilities. Cadar Creek (230ha),
Joalah (36ha), The Knaoll {Henderson's Knohb)
(BEha), Witches Falls (131ha), Palm Grove
{117ha), McDonald Park (12ha) and Macrozamia
Grove [Franklin Park) {Tha) all have thair own in-
teresting features.

Burlalgh Head (24ha)

This complex of vegetation types including rain-
forest, open eucalypt forest, tussack grassland

and pandanus is a landmark area in the sweep
of the highly urbanised Gold Coast. Walking

tracks lead 1o [ookouls and pleasant places of
retreal.

Springbrook

A series of four parks help comprise a grean
mountain backdrop to the Gold Coasl. Warrie
(7e9ha) offers extensive walks past waterfalls
and through forests to lookouts. Gwongorella
{534ha) has tall sucalypts with rainforest guilies.
Wunburra (140ha) is an area of wet eucalypt
forest. Mt Cougal (788ha) is an undeveloped
area for adveniure bushwalking and spectacular
views along the border,

Matural Arch [212ha)

This interesting natural formation caused by
cascading waters is set in an area of denge rain-
forest high in the Muminbah Valiey. The park is
popular far day visits but only the night time
visitor seas glow-warms in the cave under the
arch.

Lamington (20200ha)

Rainforest, eycalypt forest and heathland,
magrificant views and series of waterfalls are
features of this major park some 100km scuth of
EBrisbane, Extensive walking tracks and picnic
facilives are providad in areas but athers are
reached only on bushwaikng excursions. ACCESS
15 wig Binna Burra in the north-east, Grean bMoun-
tains — O'Railly's in the nath-west, and severzl
roads and tracks in the weast and south.

Mt French (63ha)

Thiz 458m peak near Boonah has a road 1o the
iop 19 picnic areas, walking tracks and lookauls,
Several rock faces are used to learn and test
itlimbing tachniques.

Mt Barney [11400ha) _

This landmark double peak {1360m) with nearby
Mt Lindasay (1191m)] and M Maroon (965m]) are
undevaloped areas of eucalypls and rainforest
among a variety of natural features exciting
bushwalkers and climbers. Reach the area via
Rathdowney, 100km south of Brisbane.

.

Cunningham's Gap

Fart of the 10.500ha Main Range Mational Park
with Mt Mitchell armd Mt Cordeaux forming the
sides of the gap through which runs the busy
Cunningham Highway_ Walking tracks pass
through eucalypt forest and rainforest and there
are several picnic areas and lookouts. Papular
for day visils from Erisbane, Ipswich and War-
wick with overnight camping.

Girrawaen (11400ha)

Massive granite tors and oulerops towar aver a
diverse and often dense vegatation of evcalypls,
flowering shrubs and herbg in Ihis park 20km
sauth of Stanthorpe. Camping facilities aliow for
long days walking 1o see birds and wildflowers in
season, and swimming in ¢reeks and koles in
summer. Al elevalions about 1000m,
lemperaiures ara often much lower than ax-
pecied. Bald Rock Mational Park in New Soulh
Wales adjoins.

Sundown (G680ha)

RAugged garges l2ading io the Severn River are a
feature of this park reached via Stanthorpe or via
Ballandean. Dense forests of cypress pine and
sucalypts cover hill slopes. Facilities at camp-
sites are being exlended as the park's fopularity
Qrows.

Kondalilla {75ha)

& watarfall dropping more than 100m is & feature
of this rainforest park off the Maleny-Mapleton
road. Tracks lead from a papular picnic area 9
the top and bottom of the falls and a swimming
hiole.

Mapleton Falls (28ha)

Scenic views, the falls and walks through rain-
forest and eucalypt forest make this another
popular picnic spot 24km west of Mambour just
off the Mapletorn-Kenilworth road.

Ravensbourne (100ha) .

This park off 1he Hampton-Esk road north-east of
Toowoomba preserses 3 remnant of the wal
scterophyll and rainforest vegetation which once
covered the surrounding countryside. 1deal for a
picnic and a walk.,

Crows Nesl Falls (349ha)

A two-part park north and south of
Perserverence Creek Dam east of Crows Nest.
The waterfall in the north tumbles into a Sieep
granie gorge with mixed vegetation, A picnic
area and swimming holes make the park ideal
for day trips.

Bunya Mountaing {11 700ha)

An expanse of conilerous rainfarest and grassy
balds on the Great Dividing Range crest between
Dalby and Kingaroy. Two developed camp-
greunds and a network of iracks make thiz a
popular area 1o visit through winter nights al
about 1000m elavation can be cold. Road access
from Kingaroy, Maidanwell and Jondaryan.

Noosa {382ha)

One of the most popular parks offering coastal
sceneny with mixed cammunities includino.dune
vegetation, heath and rainforest growing on
sand. Walking tracks and picnic areas. Adjacent
o Moosa Heads township.

Cooloola (39 400ha)

A wvast sandy area encompassing a range of
vegetalion types from heathland to rainforest.
Ocean beaches, freshwater lakes and coloured
sands add to the variety. Access is by boat from
Boreen Point, four-wheel drive vehicle on Tewan-
lin ferry, by & special read for conventional
vehicles to the Freshwater camp, and by four-
wheel drive to the Double Island Paint camp.

Great Sandy (Fraser Is) {52 400ha)

The park preserves most of the norhern end of
the largest sand island in the world, Inclieded are
eucalypt woodland, heath and swamp vegetation
which should be seen in conjunction with siate
forest reserves to the south. Two developed
campsites. Access from Urangan and Rainbow
EBeach and by light aircraft.

Woodgate (5498ha)

Fieazant beach scenery backed by a series of
sand dunes and vegetation types make this park
attractive for weekend visils and holidays.
Wallum heath provides wilditower displays in
season, Access via Gaadwood,

Morth Keppel Island (580ha)

Most papular of a group of continental island
parks aboul 25km ofl Yeppoon. Open eucalypt
forest with some pandanus alang the coast with
tussock grassland on exposed windward sides.
Popular for fishing and camping holidays.
Launch serdce fram Rassiyn Bay,

Heron Island (Capricorn Group) {12ha)
Grealer part of thiz coral cay is national park
with {otal protection for animal and plant life
maring and terrestnal. Rookery for urtles and
nasling area for seabirds. Acceass by helicopter
or boat 13 the tourist resart and research station.
Mo camging.

Morth-West [sland (Capricorn Group) (94ha)
Typical coral cay with pisonia, pandanos and
casuaring vegelation about 75km north-east of
Gladstone. Seabird nesting site and turtle
rookery. Popular camping spol tor salf-suificient
groups, Minimum facilities. Reached by charter
boat from Gladsione ar Rosslyn Bay.

Lady Musgrave Island (Bunkar Group) (20ha)
True coral cay with a large surrounding reel
115km east of Gladstong, Popular safe an-
chorage wilh camping ex¢epl bird nasting
seasan 1 QOetobar to 28 February. Ideal for diving
and snorkeling. Access by charer boat from
Bundaberg or Gladsiona.

Carnarvon (217 000ha)

& combination of four areas, Carnanmgn Gorge,
Mt Moffatt, Sabvator Rosa and Ka Ka Mundi, in
Ihe central highlands sandstone balt. Featuras
include a varety of vegetation, spactacular
escarpments and gorges, and relics of Abgriginal
cuiture. Resort near the Gorge, Self-contained
groups may explore exiansive areas rarely
visited by man.

Elackdown Tableland (23 800ha)

Sandstone plateau al the junchion of three
ranges reached by road off the Capricarn
Highway near Dingo, This park with waterfalis, a
variety of vegetation and sandstone cliffs is run
in conjunciion with the Forastry Deparmenl.
Fopular camping and picnic spot disunctly coaber
tham the surrcunding plains.

Cape Hilisborough [(B16ha)

Coaslal park of hoop pine rainforest and open
gucalypt forest with fringing mangrove araas.

Fomdar for nature study and recreation 45km
from Mackay via the Seaforth road.

Isla Gorge (7B00ha)

Thiz park preserves a deeply dissecled sand-
stone range vegetated with eucalypls and
wildflowers with heavy stands of softwond scrub
and some brgalow an the lower flats. Suitable
for self-contained bushwalking groups. By the
Taroom-Theadare razd.

Simpson Dasert {555 000ha) . .
The Stale’s larges! national pask west of Birds-
ville compiementary 10 an even larger consena-
tion park in South Australia. Praserves
dunefields and spinifex open-hummack
grassland with some shrubs and a distinciive
wildlife habital. Suitable for the weall-equipped,
caraful and adventurous.

Eungalla (49 610ha)

Large area of tropical rainforest with some
grassy eucalypl waadland west of Mackay. Most
is inaccessible axcept o experiencad
bushwalkaers, Tracks al Broken River pass
through rainforest and lead 1o points of inlerast.
Ideal for day picnics and limited camping,

Conway (23 800ha)

This park of tall lowland rainforest, tall eucalypt
forest and coastal scenery forms the mainland
edge of Whitsunday Passage. Walking tracks are
limited to the norhern end around the camping
area on the Airlie Beach-Shule Harbour road.

Whitsunday Passage Islands

& large group of continental islands some of
which are developed extensively for lourist ac-
tivities. Fringing reefs, racky guicrops and rain-
forest make many difficult even for bushwalkers,
Whitsunday (10,930ha) is by far the largest.
Morh Molle (259ha) and Hook (5180 ha) are alsg
popular, Access is by launch frorm Shute Harbour
and the resorts of Lindeman, Long and South
bolle Islands, and by air.

Bowiing Green Bay (M Elllot] (55 200ha)
Area of exlensive lowlands of relatively low rain-
lall. The upper slopes of M1 Ellet include 1he
southern limit of the tropical ramforest belr.
Reach the Alligator Craek camping and picnid
arez from the Bruce Highway 25km south of
Townsville,

Magnetic Island (2533ha)

A major part of this continental island off
Townsville is national park. It fealures boulder
strewn hillzides with hoop pine and aucalypi
lorest with 22km of walking rack. Habitat for
koalas. Mo camping. Regular ferry service.

Crystal. Creek — Mt Spec (F224ha)

This park along part of the Paluma Range near.
Tawmgville incledes rainforest and eucalypt
forest, Picnic areas and walking tracks are
regched from the Bruce Highway.

Jourama Falls {1070ha)

Series of cascades over salmon coloured granite
amid lush greenary with ewcalypt forast sur-
rounds, Popular picnic area off the Bruce
Highway 35km south of Ingham.

Wallaman Falls (502ha)

.One of a number of parks featuring gorge
scenery and falls on the Herbert River and its
tributaries inland from Ingham, Wallaman {(278m)
is the largest single drop waterfall in Australia.
Papular camping-and.picnic area.

Cunk Island (F30ha)

Mest of this island named by Captain Cook is na-
fional park. The rest is 8 holiday resort where an
attempt is made to preserve the rainiorest and
apen forest immortalised by author E. J. Ban-
field, Access by launch from Clump Point, via
Tully, and by air. Dunk and nearby island na-
tinnaﬁ parks are suitabla for day visils.

Edmund Kennedy (Cardwell) {5200ha)
Explarer Edmund Kennedy traversed this area
on hig ill-fated 1848 expadition. Mangroves,
dense rainfurest, tea-tree — sedge associalions,
fan palm and sword grass swamps make up an
outstanding park betweean the Bruce Highway
and the ¢oast. Suitable for picnics and camping.

Hinchinbrook Island (39 350ha)

Largast of the island national parks separated
fram the mainland by a drowned river valley.
Rugged racky mountains, walerdalls, beaches,
rainforast, mangroves and tall eucalypt forest
make this a valuable pan of the national park
estate. Launchas fravel from Cardwell and Lugin-
da Paint.

Mt Hypipamee (The Crater) (364ha)
Geological curcsity similar 19 & volcanic crater
and while solidified voleanic ash is present, the
sidas are ol granite, a rock not diregily
associated with aruptive volcanic activity. Rain-
forest and aucalypt forest too. By the Kennedy
Highway between Atheron and Ravenshos.

Beltenden Ker (21 000ha)

Undeveleped park covering the eastern slopes of
the Bellenden Kear Range and including
Queensland’s highest mountain, Mt Barle Frere
(1657m). Numerous waterlalls and slreams fow
through dense upland rainforest, the habitat of
many mammals, including the tree kangaroa,
birds and repliles endemic to Quesnsiand.
Josephine Falls in the south is a popular day pic-
ni¢ spot reached from the Bruce Highway south
of Miriwinni.

Palmerston (2556ha)

Walking tracks from the Palmersion Highway
belween Innisfail and Ravenshoe lead to many
walerfalls set in luxuriant rainfarest on the
Johnstane River. Popular for picnics.

Daviez Cresk (4B5ha)

Thiz _::hark preserves an ares of eucalypt forest
growing on granite sails, The creek tumbies over
a 100m waterfall ima a deep vallay. Wildilowers
in spring. Reached from the Kennedy Highway.

Millstream Falls (372ha)

An opan eucalypl area crassed by a botllebrush
bordered stream and fealuning ane of the widest
falls in Australia (65m). A small camping area
nearby. Reachad ikm off the Ravenshae-Mt
Garnat road.

Lake Eacham (430 ha)

Thiz iz a maar, a lake in the cang of an axtinc
volcano, surrounded by rainforest in which meghl
be seen the musk rat kangaroo, carpet pyihon,
water dragan and Ulysses blue butterfly, For pic-
nigs, swimming and walking. Mear Yungabusrra.

Lake Barring [(49]1ha)

Anpther crater lake just off the Gillies Highway
Bkm fram Lake Eacham, A Skm irack circles the
lake giving excellent opportunities for nature
study in the rainforest.

Barron Gorge (2784ha)

River bed of the Barran Hiver drops 260m infd
{he rainforest covered gorge seen by travelling
on the Cairns-Kuranda railway which winds up
Ihe gorge, Mast water is held for irfigation of
diverted far power generalion before the falls,

Chillagoe-Mungana Caves

A serias of reserves far limesione caves, some of
considarable size, Regular guided walks ara of-
fared thraugh three, Royal Arch, Tower of Lon-
dan and Donnz, and RAyan Imperial. Donna Cave
is lit fo highlight cave decorations. Reached by
road from Mareeba.

Green Izland (Tha)

Mozt of this coral cay and surrounding reef is na-
tional park with total protection of all leatures. &
walking track passes through varied vegstation.
Launches make regular trips from Cairns. Over-
night accommodation is availablea.

Dalntree (56 450ha)

Extansive undevealoped national park drained by
many tibutartes of the Daintres. River-Varisaheo
vegetation types but bread areas of tropical rain-
farest. Far the self-suHicient bushwalker out of
Mossman or Daintree.

Cape Tribulation (17 100ha)

& vehicla ferry atl the Daintree River crossing
provides access ta this important area of coastal
rainfarest. Camping areas at Noah's Beach and
al Cape Tribulation are popular,

Lizard Izland [1012ha)

This continental island almost surrounded by
fringing reefs is difficutt .of access some 120km
nonh-norh-gast of Cooktown, An airstrip is used
to service a lounst resort and a research station.
A walking track leads to the peak where Captain
Cook stood to seek a passage through the outer
Barrier Reef. An unusually large variety of plant
and animal species.

Lakefield (528 000ha)

Extenszive axample of peninsula country with
vegetation ranging from fringing rainforast,
stringbybark forest and paperback woodland to
mangroves, mudfiats and open grassy plains and
swamps. Matural habitat for many species of
birds and also freshwaler and estuarine
crocadiles. Impassable in the wet,

Iron Range (34 600ha)

True wildernass area of world significance con-
taining the largest area of lowland rainforest re-
maining in Austraiia as well as mangroves,
heathlands and open lorest. The Janet and
Tozer Ranges, coastal scenery and the variety of
forest and wildlife impress visitors.

Archer Bend (166 000ha)

The Archer River and tall vine faresis which line
it are fealures of this park on the wastemn side of
the peninsula. Swamps and lagoons are hame 1o
many ducks, pelicans and olher watarfowl.
Freshwater crocodiles are common in the river.

Rokeby-Croll Creek (291 000ha)

An extensive area stretching from the Mcllwraith
Range to the Archer River flond plain preserving
a varialy of peninsula vegetation types and
hasting same rare and beautifl birdlife and
freshwatar crocodiles. Visit in the dry anly,

Jardine River (235 000ha)
Thiz park covers mosl of the catchments of the
largest perannial stream in Queensland, a truea
wildarness with a variety of vegetation types in-
cludirg rainforest, open forest, heath and

shrubland with a corresponding variety of fauna
not fully racorded. To be sean by the adven-
furous in the dry.




Dam practical

The Service's rural nature
conservation project is having a
very practical close-to-home
start as this picture shows.

This is a large farm dam
adjacent to the Q.MPWS and
Department of Primary
Industries research stations at
the Hermitage, near Warwick.

island in the middle of the dam
to encourage a range of wildlife
when the dam is full.

Officers convinced the DP 1o
have the Water Resources
commission 1o redesign the
dam to provide for a large

The change did not increase

megalitre dam.

Several thousand copies of a
colour brochure on RNC were
sent 1o Darling Downs
landhotders recently as a first
slep to encourage nature-
minded peaple to share their
experignces and knowledgs
with cthers,

Mr Stuart James has been
apponted chief mapagement
officer, rural nature
canservation, in the Service.

Junior Ranger corner
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Two messages

Hello Junior Rangers,

This time we have two secret messages. To

find out what they are find the letter (ABC etc)

in the message in the down ¢column, then
move across until you are under the number

in the across column. The letter you find thera

15 the letter for that word in the message.

For instance the first letier is A7, In the A
column find the letter numbered 7. Your first

letter has been found. It is M. The message is

upgide down.

Over the Christmas holidays | visited several

national parks and cbserved and helped with

the Junior Ranger programs.

What an enthusiastic group of children they
are. One group at Green Mountains,

Lamingion Mational Park, and Ranger Gil took

the magic ball and went looking for little
rotters (things that help dead plants
decompose (or rot)).

They found a most marvellous lizard, At first
they thought it was a snake and it had very

small legs. It was a 'legless lizard'. It is

actually a skink with reduced limbs so it is not
really legless,

lis legs are s0 tiny you hardly notice them and
they have only three toes on each fopt. It
burrows under rocks and fallen timber.

It's name was Anomalopus verreauxii. It was a
blacky color and resembled a snake.

Another commaon legless lizard, often killed for
a snake, is Burton's legless lizard. If you look
closely at this ong you see it has a very
pointed nose which no snake has, It is also
greyish in color.

bdost snakes are green, brown or black not
grey.

Have any of you ever seen a legless lizard? If
50 tell me aboul it.

Laok hard

Ranger Frances

Publications
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M In the cause
- of nature

A range of information brochures produced by the
Service are among nature-oriented publications

issued recently.

Among them are the Magnetic
Island and Bellenden Ker Mational
Parks visitor information sheets,
the Tamborine Mountain walking
track guide, Aboriginal Rock Ar,
Carnarvon, the Central Coast bird
key, and Birds of Cairns City
Foreshore.

Another half a dozen Service
publications including reprints of
some very popular walking track
guides should be printed and
available by Easter,

The second annual report of the
RHaine Island Corporation was
presented 1o Parliament in
February. Limited copies are
available on requeslt to the
Service.

Supplies of the Service single
sheel calendar for 1984 are
available free on request to most
Service offices.

The World Wildlife Fund Australia
will benefit from some of the
royalties paid to author Vincent
serventy for a series of books for
children called Animals in the
Wild,

The Australian titles of koala,
kookaburra, kangaroo and
penguin follow the first four of
panda, monkey, tigér and
elephant.

Each =ells for $2.95.

Sydney publisher John Ferguson
Fty Ltd has another eight in
preparation including whales and
dolphins, parrots, snakes, and
crocodiles and alligators.

On the Edge of Wildermness — Wild
Places near Brisbane is a first rate
publication by the author Robart
Rankin, and by now you will be
lucky to find a copy in the shops

at $19.95.

His pictures in colour and black
and white and maps combine wel
with an unusuval division of text
cavering the Scenic Rim,
Glasshouse Mountains, Maoreton
Island and Cooloola. Robert's
personal exparience in this area of
CQueensland shows in the same
way as his specialist calendars.

Department of Primary botanists
Trevor Stanley and Estelle Ross
have produced the first of three
proposed volumes on the Flora of
South-eastern Queensland. Copies
are available from the department
at 320 each,

‘Aboriginal Pathways of South-east
Queensland: and Richmond River'
by Dr John Steele (University of
Queensland Press $29.95) is a
different look at the past where
many national parks exist today.

Gazettals
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Fart of Wilson Island, one of the
important islands of the Great
Barrier Reef, is now nalional park.

SLADSTONE

Gazettal of the 308th national park
in Queensland was a feature of
gstate changes in the last quarter.

Wilson Island is a 5.5 hectare
sand and shingle coral cay in the
Capricorn group 90 km north-east
of Gladstong and about 15km
north of Heron island.

The park area of 2.4ha preserves
pandanus and is a significant
haven for many species of sea
birds including roseate and black-
naped terns.

The island is alzo a small but
significanl nesting area for turtles.

N\

LOCALITY PLAN

Wilson

IS park

An exchange of land enabled
gazettal of a 32.7ha addition to Mt
Bauple National Park belween -
Gympie and Marybarough.

The land is the last remaining
major arga of pristine rainforest
near Mt Bauple and had long been
sought for addition to the 505ha
national park.

The 6.5ha Sheep |sland, a tidal
mangrove island in the Noosa
River adjacent to Tewanlin, is now
gnvironmental park.
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Proud mother and father eastern sarus crane in unison call by their grassy mound nest in
the wetlands of Morr Morr Station, 80km north of Normanton. World crane authority Dr
George Archibald took this picture for Ringtail with a 600mm Nikon lens from a bush hide
about 60m from the nest after many hours of patient observation. Report, picture Page 1.
Service ‘minder’ report, picture Page 2.
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