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Thirteen projects costing $1 million will give temporary jobs to 58 people
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within the Queensland National Parks and Wildlife Service in the next

seven months.

Taxpayers footing the bill will have
opportunities to enjoy improved visitor
facilities in national parks from
Springbrogk to Cairns.

The projecis bring the monetary value
of Service tasks assigned under the
Community Employment Program since
1984 to $3.4 million.

Of inestimable worth is the experience,
training and feeling of worthiness
regained by more than 100 participants
to re-enter the normal workiorce.

CEP workers are chosen from long-
lerm unemployed or disadvantaged
groups for short-term work to learn
skills.

By the end of this month, 20 Service
projects costing $1.4 million will have
been completed.

The $1 million Tallebudgera
Greenspace project is due to end next
June,

For the 13 new projects, the Service is
committed to funding a $314,000
share, with the Commonwealth
Government share, with the
Commonwealth Government
contributing the bulk.

The Service share is complementary 1o
its extensive works and maintenance

‘ To foster harmony between humanity and the environment, thereby facilitating

budget, and is seen as value for
money in labour intensive jobs which
might not otherwise be underiaken in
the short term.

All of the new projects will be slaned
by the end of this month with staff
requirements being directed through
local Commonwealth Employment
Service offices.

The largest task will be at Springbook
in the Gold Coast hinterland where 10
people will be taken on to work for up
to 46 weeks,

A total of $300,000 will be spent
redeveloping visitor facilities such as
picnic grounds, barbecues, toilets and
tracks in the popular parks of the
area.

Qther projects in the Southern Region
include:

Moosa Mational Park, four people, 26
weeks, $61,795 to upgrade popular
picnic ground facilities and nearby
tracks: Southern Cooloola, six people,
26 weeks, $112,856 developing picnic
and camping grounds and walking
tracks near the Moosa River; Fraser
lsland, 10 people for 30 weeks,
$179,220 for a rubbish c¢lean-up,
developing park facilities and
rehabilitation of eroded and damaged
areas; Peregian Environmental Park,
four people for 17 weeks, $43,546 for

boardwalks and other access within
the park, and parking; Ravensbourne
Mational Park, three people, 20 weeks,
$34,108, upgrading of visitor facilities
including 2km of walking track.

Five other people will be given jobs
involving vegetation and fire mapping,
fauna holding pens, and erecting 4km
of fencing for kangaroo research.

In the Far Morthern Region, four
people will work for 26 weeks in Barron
Gorge Mational Park improving visitor
facilities, walking tracks and lookouts.
The cost will be £51,383.

In the Northern Region, five people will
be engaged for 26 weeks to improve
facilities for the growing number of day
visitors and campers at Alligator Creek
in Bowling Green Bay/Mt Elliot
Mational Park south of Townsville,

In the Central Region, $55,533 will be
spent employing four people for 24
weeks extending facilities begun in a
similar project in the Broken River
area of Eungella Mational Park, west
of Mackay.

CEP projects have been completed at
Lake Eacham, Mossman Gorge in
Daintree Mational Park, Pallarenda, Mt
Spec, Eungella, Mt Archer, Elanda,
Cooloola, Woodgate, Mon Repos,
Maiala, Lamington and Main Range
plus several QLNPWS offices.

our well-being, and safequarding the integrity of nature.
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Extensive boardwalk and lake, part of major
redevelopment at Fleay's Fauna Cenire, West
Burlgigh, which is more than half complete. A
$1 million CEP project here is due to finish In
the middle of 1986, Plantings for five habitats,
general revegetation and special fencing are
being undertaken at present. About 40 people
are on the job at any time. The project is parn
of the Service's Tallebudgera Greenspace
concept for conservation of the Tallebudgera
Creek estuary.

Minister’s
message

1985 has been a very exciting year for national
parks in Queensland.

During the past 12 months, the national parks
astate has been expanded and there has been
an on-going program of providing more
facilities for campers and day visitors to the
parks.

In addition, educational programs for children
have been introduced, making a visit 10 a
national park very much a family outing. .

As a result of the greater interest in our parks,
the Mational Parks and Wildlife Service is
expecting a busy Christmas-New Year holiday
period.

There is always plenty to see and do in the
parks, and | urge everyone to enjoy the
surroundings. '

But | would also urge them to take care and
consider the environment so that it can be
appreciated by others for many years to coms,

| wish all visitors to our national parks a safe
holiday, a Holy Christmas and a happy and
prosperous new Year.

Feter McKechnie
Minister for Tourism,
Mational Parks, Sport
and The Ars
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Wet feet for
Bush Beat
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i roo book
praised

Launch of the book The
Kangaroo Keepers was the
highlight of several official
occasions for the National Parks
Minister, Mr McKechnie, recently.

The University of Cueensland Press book,
edited by Service Assistant Director (Special
Projects) Dr Hugh Lavery, examines a range of
topics concerning kangaroos from the Service's
view.

The book has been praised for its balanced
views about often controversial issues and the
Service's record in management and research.

Four posters of Ruth Berry's drawings for the
book were also launched. Poster sets (39) and
the book {$35) are available from major Service
offices.

The Minister also officiated at the world
premiere of the film Messengers of the Gods,
a feature nature documentary film about cranes
around the world, initiated by the Service.
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Wet feet for a QTQ Channel 9 TV aims to give 8-14 year olds an insight episodes was recorded this month.
crew on the shores of Lake into the natural workings of five of
Cootharaba, Cooloola Mational Park, Australia's major land systems —
recording a scene for the wetlands desert, bush, rainforest, wetlands and
segments of the upcoming series Bush  reel.

Beat,

gl

_ The Mine Metwork has bought the film for
{Imagine red kangaroos, dingos, Australian viewing.
goannas, brown snakes and a host of
parrots waiting patiently in a TV studio

i The Minister with the Primary Industries
for their starz to rise!)

Minister, Mr Turner, launched Agriculture and
Conservation and Inland Queensland, produced
by the Wildlife Preservation Society of
Queensland as a record of its significant 1983
Dalby conference,

All of the in-field material has now
been gathered, not without some close
shaves, long nights and some lucky
breaks.

The series of 25 half hour episodes is
the first in which the Clueensland
Mational Parks and Wildlife Service
has participated as a co-producer.

The remaining segments are due to be
completed next maonth.

The Mine Metwork has not set a
showing date but watch in the first half
of 1986,

Mr McKechnie presented the Service's

The first studio segment of the desert recommendations on the nature conservation

Recording which started back in June

By the tail ...

Make a note of the following
Oueensland school holiday dates for
1386 to help make (or avoid)
bookings for national park
campsites: Australia Day weekend
258-27 January, Easter break 28
March € April, Anzac Day weekend
25-27 April, Labour Day weekend 3-
5 May, Queen's Birthday weekend
7-8 June, mid-year holiday 14-29
June, mid-semester holiday 20
September 5-October, Christmas
holidays 13 December 26 January.

* & &

John Marrison, the fine arist
ilustrator for Grahame Walsh's
Aboriginal legend books for children,
is being recognized this month by
the Queensland Art Gallery.

His art for Grahame's latest book,
Didane the Konala, has been
mounted and is on special display
at the Gallery unlil 5 January.

This is the first time that the work
of a Cueensland artist for
publication has been shown at the
Gallery while the book is available
for sale (in bookshops and at the
Service's Head Office and regional
centres.)

The Service hopes the aﬁ can also
be displayed in provincial centres.

* & &

Widlife insert in this issue might
clarify the term fauna for one
Brisbane resident. He phoned the
aviculture permils section to insist
his mother was not keeping fauna;
in fact she had no trees in her yard
at all.

* * &
Twelve island national parks
betwaan the South Barnards and
Lizard off the north Queensland
coast are open for camping.
Mumbers and length of stays are
restricted, and of course all visitors
must be self-sufficient. Direct
enguiries to Cairns.

* % &
Park rangers are not available to
mind children while parents
undertake other activities, This
assurance was given to a caller to
the Service recently.

Faces are red for the wrong
identification of the page one
picture in the last Ringtail. The
flower was that of Barringtonia
acutangula.

The Queensland Herbarium gives
these distinguishing botanical
featurss: Barringtonia belongs to the
family Lecythidaceas which one
reference concedes 'is related to
Myrtaceae, particularly as regards
flower morphology, and some
botanists have included these planis
with the myrtles in their
clagsification.’

Individual flowers of Barringtonia
acutangula are produced on stalks,
those of callistemon are sessile (no
stalks).

Filaments of the stamens of
Barringtonia are fixed at the base to
form a tube 1-4.5mm long, wheareas
in Callistemon the filaments are
either free or {in the case of C.
viminalis) very short united into a-
ring (not tube).

Callisternon fruit are vary small
while Barringlonia acutangula has a
large angular fruit up to Bem long.
* * &
The Service advises that posters
and books as offered in the last
Ringtail are not available through
charge cards.

* & &

Two large catamaran style launches
are bringing the Great Barrier Reef
closer to the coast for day visitors.

The Lady Musgrave leaves the
'‘Burnett Heads, Bundaberg, boat
harbour reqularly for trip to Lady
Musggrave Island.

A similar vessel has stared regular
trips from Yeppoon to Morth West
Island.

* * ok
Does anyone know how to rid a
house of geckoes? Frustrated
Brisbane woman told staff she was
tired of vacuuming geckoes off the
ceiling!

The Morthern Territory Conservation
Commission, Alice Springs, is the
place where teachers should
address their enquiries about copies
of new posters, coastal plains and
tropical woodlands, published
recantly.
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Heat exhaustion is not one of the
many activities of the Go Bush
Summer pragram of Brisbane Forest
Park. Long hikes have been
dropped for this time of year. Get
details in the latest Bush Telegraph
then phone BFP to book on the
relatively new number of 300 4855,

* Kk *
Mew walking track under way up Mt
Greville, one of the Moogerah
peaks. Track up Mt Edwards nearby
15 being rebuilt. A track to the Mt
French lookout will be suitable soon
for use by disabled visitors.

* kW
Wolunteers, Honorary Protectors and
Matural History Association members
who assist CLNPWS in many ways
are to be organized on a regional
basis. Day to day contact and
projects will come through regional
staff at various levels for improved
liaison and performance, while co-
ordination, policy and guidelines will
slill come from Head Office.

* kK
Copies of the Service's 1986 single
sheet calendar will be available
from major offices late this month. It
features scenes depicting the
diversity across southern
Queensiand from desert to reef
taken by Service photographer Paul
Candlin. A more extensive
publication goas to peopls and
organizations who have assisted the
Service directly and is not available
1o the public.

®* O %
Details have been announced of the
granting of $275,000 by the Service
to 12 local authorities for the
upgrading of access roads to
national parks this financial year.
The largest amount is 100,000 to
Bauhinia Shire towards Carnarvon
Gorge access.

aspects of the new Toowoomba Showground 1o
the Roval Agricultural Society president, Mr
Rod Stirling.

New reef
areas
gazetted

Seven reef appreciation areas have come inlo
operation in the Great Barrier Reef Marine
Park Capricornia Section this month.

The argas are defined sections of Lady
Musgrave reef, Heron reef, Wistari reef, Lady
Elliot reef, Masthead reef, Morth West reef (two
parts) and Tyron reef.

Within the next year they will be defined by
special markers.

They have been determined within the Marine
Park zones for their high diversity of corals,
fish and other marine organisms which are in
areas readily accessible to camping islands
and popular anchorages, and not in areas
subject 1o strong tidal currents.

The objective of a reel appreciation area is to
provide a small area on heavily used reefs in
which the public may observe and appreciate
marine life relatively undisturbed.

Thus fishing and collecting are nol allowed in
these areas.

WORLD EXPO-88-BRISBANE
April 30—October 30, 1988



New

outlook
for Fraser

A new era in recreation in Gueensland‘ starts on
1 February when Fraser Island Recreation Board
responsibilities take effect.

In return for fees, visitors will be
provided with facilities and
services, and Fraser Island will _trE
managed in ways compatible with
its distinctive environment.

While regulations and bylaws will
apply, the board’s policy will be o
educate visitors and to seek _the:r
co-operation for the opporiunity of
enjoyable stays free from
incanvenience by a few
irresponsibles.

Fees to be paid include: $10 a
vehicle for each visit, or an $80 a
vehicle a year permit renewable
gach 1 February, $5 a night to a
maximum 325 for a seven-day
week for camping out, and $1 a
day for each visitor on a guided
tour plus $1 a might if the person
camps out in the recreation area.

An office for fee paying and
information will open at Rainbow
Beach, On the island, Dundubara,
Central Station and Eurong
Centres will be available.

Fees may also be paid al
Brisbane, Maryborough and
Gympie offices of the Quesnsland
Mational Parks and Wildlife Service
and the Department of Forestry,
the two government organizations
carrying out the management
tasks on Fraser 1sland.

The Mational Parks Minister, Mr
McKechnie, and the Forestry
Mimister, br Glasson this month
initiated a major litter cleanup of
island beaches and roadsides as
part of Community Employment
Program involving 16 people to
cost F280,000.

The development of dumps al
Waddy Point, Happy Valley,
Eurong and Dundubara are among
extensive plans for visitor safety
and convenience.

Assistance will be given to Widgee
Shire 10 develop a dump near

Rainbow Beach for those who help
keep Fraser clean by bringing
their rubbish back to the mainland.

Seven more staff are being
appointed to facilitate Fraser Island
aperations.

Emergency centres are proposed
for Waddy Point, Dundubara,
Eurong and Rainbow Beach, and
a visitor requiring medical help
need only call on a ranger who
will have access 10 a new
extansive radio network.

Priority is being given to building
a corduroy (linked planks) road to
end the dangers of driving on the
badly-eroded sand track in the

Indian Head-Waddy Point area and

at Yidney Hocks and Poyungan.

Showers and toilets will be
provided at a new campground 1o
be built at the popular fishing
area of Waddy Peint, and more
campsites will be developed at the
Dundubara Great Sandy National
Park centre to allow for rotation of
sites.

An extensive revegelation program
will attempt to change the wind-
blown areas around Indian Head
and Waddy Point using species
native to the area. Major
upgrading is proposed for the
walking trail from Dilli Village.

Brochures and a speciai map
should be available by 1 February
to assist new and old visitors.

The campsite booking system for
national parks state-wide will
continue to apply to the
Dundubara and Wathumba
campsites.

Users seeking all details of the
Fraser Island Public Access Acl
and regulations should obtain
copies at the Government Printing
Office, Vulture Street,
Waoaolloongabba.,

Read the book first

Sands of Time is the title of the
book written when the film of the
same name was being made on

Fraser |sland.

Felicily Baverstock's text tends to
be a litle scholarly but this

complements previous books about
the island.

Densey Clyne's pictures reflect
Fraser's natural diversity.

Read the book ($19.85 from ABC
shops) then see the film, as yet
unscheduled for 1986 by ABC TV.

End of the road for yel
another vehicle found
abandoned on Moreton
Island, flattened and dumped
under the supervision of
Service overseer Cec Hais.

Mt Tempest National Park
slaff had the assistance of
17 men from 3/4 Cavalry
Regiment, Enoggera, and
their equipment for 10 days
to tackle more major cleanup
tasks on the island.

The Army considered the
project as end-of-year
adventure training trying
something different after
extensive field training during
the year.

The Service Director, Dr
Graham Saunders, said staff
were most grateful for the
help.

State Cabinet recently
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End of Meton road

Couriar-Maill  photo

decided more than 91
parcent of Moreton Island
would be national park.

The addition of a further
7940ha of the island was
approved to bring Mt
Tempest National Park to
17 300ha.

The park's exact boundaries
had not been gazetted at
press time.

St Helena changes
evident

St Helena Island, the
state’s major historical
national park, is prasenting
a new face to its growing
number of wvisitors.

lts penal ruins are unchanged
but the surrounds have altered
markedly since the Service
took absolute control of the
Moreton Bay lsland earlier this
year.

Two staff, aided by prisoners
from Brisbane Jaill on regular
assignment, have removed
rubbish accumulated over
VEAars.

They have made preparations
for major work to cost
$760,000 under a Bicentennial
grant to starl soon.

The Mational Parks Minister,
Mr McKechnie, who visited the

island recently said St Helena
was ready to become a major
tourigt attraction in the
Brisbane area.

Trees had been planted,
toilets built and work on a
picnic ground had started.

Service staff were available at
certain times to conduct
guided tours of the island and
ruing, in addition to
commercially operated tours.

Three staff have been
seconded to the Service from
the Department of Mapping
and Surveying for six months
o locate and map accurately
all parts of the area related to

the penal colony from 1867 to
1932,

The Harbours and Maring
Department is to call tenders
for a new jetty to cater for
larger boats to visit the island.

Consultants are working on
guidelines for reconstruction
including the old caussway
and the old tramway, as well
as information facilities and
educaiton programs.

Mr McKechnie said that as
part of bicentennial
celebrations, living history
programs were proposed with
a special St Helena Mational
Park celebration on
Clueensland Day, 6 Juns,
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gesiure towards Service operations.

Fortunately perhaps for the Morthern
Permanent Building Societly, Cairns, there is
no such account in reality for the cheque to

Instead, the cheque is a graphic reminder of
the wvalue of tourism to north Queensiand.

#028LBLS DBLMEE 21T L57Lwa L5
This cheque represenis the most munificent

The Service sought assistance when

compiling a section on tourism for one of
the displays in the new Cardwell Information

Centre,

Of course, the original will be well glued

when this part goes on show early in 1986,

At the rate of tourism growth, the cheque

may have to be replaced with one of an
even higher value by this time next year.

-~ Now Cardwell

The Service’s new Cardwell
information centre is open
to the public following the
building’s completion
recently

Temporary displays have been
fited pending the installation of
permanent displays early in 1985,

The centre is on the Bruce
Highway, Cardwell, adjacent to the
jetty.

Preliminary results of a survey in
the area confirm suspicions that
visitors generally are poorly
informed.

The survey was conducied by Dr
Philip Pearce, Gianna Moscardo
and third-year students of James
Cook University with Service
interpretive officer Mare Hockings.

A report states the visitors have
simple plans involving going 1o
Cairns and nearby areas.

They have little information on

nalional parks or other activities
available between Cardwell and
Cairns.

The influence of the Cardwell
centre as a major source of
information will be tested in a
follow-up survey, probably in 1987,
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Popular
parks
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Lawn Hi U Lawn Hill Carry exira fuel. Phone Lake Eacham
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Gazettals, actions

Range
country
added to park

Two of central Queensland’s most popular national
parks, Eungella and Carnarvon, have been
extended.

former timber reserve land to the
watershed north-west of Finch
Hatton township.

Three additions to Carnarvon
include 6230ha of high tableland
country of great scenic value
along the great dividing range.

The park’'s area has been

This was surrended from the recalculated at 50,800ha.

Deepdale holding and links the
Buckland Tableland and Carnarvon

. Parliament recently approved the
Gorge/Mt Moffatt seclions of Y app

S
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Temporary holiday

Courier-Mail photo

Carnarvorn.

The other areas are 17.5km of
former shire road in Mt Moffall
and a former camping and
recreation reserve on the range
top.

The additions with recalculations
bring Carnarvon's area to
223,000ha.

The major change to Eungella has
been the addition of 208ha of

revocations of six pars of national
parks, Grey Peaks, Cape
Hillsborough, Eungella, Cape
Upstart, Rosslyn Bay and MNypa
Palms, part of the Townsville
Town Common Environmental
Park, and the Cooloola Fauna
Reserve.

A 23.9ha part of the Moresbhy
Range near Etty Bay, mostly
spectactular undeveloped
rainforest, was gazetled
environmental park.

Lawn Hill opened

Cne of the state's most remote
national parks, Lawn Hill, was

opened officially recently by the
FPremier, Sir Jon Bjelke-Potersen.

dMore than 100 people ventured by
light aircraft and four-wheel-drive
vehicle to Lawn Hill National Park,
250km north-west of Mt Isa.

The opening took place near the
Duwadari waterhole in Lawn Hill
Creek, in Aboriginal mythology
said to be the home of
Boodjamulla, the rainbow serpent.

The Service, the Commonwealth

Government and the Burke Shire
spent a total of $1 million of
taxpayers’ maney developing
access, a range base, public
facilities and walking tracks in the
new national park.

Despite its remoteness, the 12
200ha oasis in a generally dry
region of the state is already
attracling more than 3000 visitors
a yedr,

Mew boardwalks let visitors see
two Aboriginal art sites, and
acrylic signs provide explanations.

Four yellow-footed rock wallabies, one of Queensland's permanently protected species in a
temporary enclosure at the Q.NPWS Charleville centre. Thirty members of a Brisbane-based
Army artillery unit, 131 Divisional Locating Battery, assisted in their capture for research during
an exercise in November in the Blackall-Adavale area where populations were relocated last

year.

Frog disappears
at Eungella

Queensland Mational Parks
and Wildlife researchers
are baffled but not
surprised by the
disappearance of a special
frog located not two years
ago.

MNational Parks Minister Peter
tMcKechnie said this month
that several searches of
Eungella National Park near
Mackay this year had failed to
reveal any Eungella gastric
brocding frogs,

The frog had been given the
scientific name of
Rheobatrachus vitellinus,
vitellinus meaning egg yolk,
because the dull brown frog is
golden on the underside of its
legs, arms and lower
abdomen.

It is known 1o brood its young

in its stomach, a fact which
has aroused international
biomedical interest.

Mr McKechnie said the frog
was reasonably abundant in
its only known habital in the
national park in 1984.

Park management had not
changed the park’'s
gnvironment in any way.

A related species,
Bheobatrachus silus, located
in south-zast Queensland in
the 1970s, had not been
sighted since 1979,

The group of frogs was
declared fauna under the
Fauna Conservation Act in

February this year.

Mr MeKechnie said the
Eungella frog's disappearance
was consistent with recorded
amphibian behaviour where
sightings of adults had been
spaced widely in place and
firme.

He said the question could be
asked why weren't gastric
brooding frogs found and
described until recently,

A logical answer was that they
were among a group of
amphibians which behaved
cyclically appearing in
restricted areas before making
cryptic disappearances for
long pericds.

Junior Ranger corner

Planning a
pichic area

Hello Junior Hangers,

Do you remember the magpies which
were nesting in my gum tree | told
you about last time?

Wall, they have raised their babies and
the young magpies have iledged {left
the nest) and are now on their own.

Another pair of magpies were nesting
across the road in a patch of bamboo,

Everylime someong would ride by on a
horse they would attack them.

They had one go at attacking me
when | was riding my horse in the
paddock but when | said "Hello
rmaggie' to them they stopped.

| always say ‘Hello maggie' when |
feed them their marning snack and
they must have recognized my wvoice.
Look at the drawing of a plan for a
national park picnic area on 2 lake
done by a child who attended the
Lake Broadwater Environmental
Leaders program as part of a project,

| thought it was a very good. Can you
see any place where it mighl be

improved or you would like to change
it?

Would you add more picnic lables or
perhaps make the shop and toilet area
smaller and the car park larger?

| especially liked the way the existing
trees were kept and tables and BBOs
put in among them.

It is very important for us 0 keep as
many big trees as possible. They lake
a long time to grow and provide
homes, shelter and food for so many
animals.

Birds, insects and othgr invertebrates
{animals without backbones — if they
have a shkeleton its usually on the
outside not the inside) are the ones
we usually think of.

If you think more you will be able to
think of some mammals, reptiles and
amphibians which use trees l00.

For your game this time | have a hard
Dne.

There are two groups. The first is 10
relatives of familiar animals we all
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know. The second is a list of
opposites of some other familiar
animals.

The task is to sort them out to find
the relatives and opposites.

Relatives — henatoo, cakethon,
queentisher, ladah, platydog, cartard,
lion snake, cone frog, short-necked
turtle, marsupial rat,

Opposites — dogapillar, womball,
unipede, truthbird, flooraby, comeanna,
red-ground frog, dincome, badwit,
oysterdropper.
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If you do not know what some of
these animals look like, look them up
in a good reference book. They are all
native to Clusensland.

Ranger Frances



cientists probing

wombat
secrets

Viewers of the children’s television show Wombat
across Australia have voted the CQueensland or
northern hairy-nosed wombat as the Animal of the

Year.

The announcement was
made by the Cueensland
Mational Parks and Wildlife
Service Dirgctor, Dr Graham
Saunders, on a special
segment of the show
recorded by BTQ7 Brisbana
and broadcast recently.

The competition involving five
Australian animals considered
endangered was sponsored
by Comalco and Trans
Australia Airlines.

Aftar the announcement, a
chaque for $10,000 was
presantad on behalf of
Wombat viewers o World
Wildlife Fund Australia
representad by its associate
director Mr Michael Chilcott.

The competition sought to
choose the animal which
most deserved all of the
money to be spent towards
its conservation.

an extended study headed
by Q.MPWS senior zoologist
Doug Crossman.

He writes:

The northern hairy-nosead
wombat population is still
producing young! This is one
fact to come out of the
trapping program already

being undertaken with World  Closeup of a northern hairy-nosed wombat during research

Wildlife Fund Awustralia
Money.

A wery particular (and
perhaps peculiar) trap has
been designed.

Following successful trials,
22 are now in operation at
Epping Forest.

Ten traps are permanently
located to allow for monthly
trapping of the same
individuals, The other 12 are
being moved slowly through
the colony.

activity at night.

females have been trapped.
Two of the famales were
carrying pouch young, and
three showed signs of
feeding young still in the
burrow.

Immature males and females
have been caught indicating
a good spread of ages in the
population.

All of the wombats caught

have been in good condition
reflecting the sound candition
of the Epping Forest habitat

The wombat is the subject of To date 11 males and seven following good winter rains in
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Unusual hoop shaped trap which has been developed to capture wombats regularly.

recent years, and the
exclusion of cattle grazing.

World Wildlife Fund monay
has assisted in transferring a
transportable
accommodation/laboratory
unit to Epping Forest,

This unit has now been
provided with 240 volt power
and rainwater tanks to give
accommodation suitable for
extended visits by Q.NPWS
staff and biologists visiting
from interestate and
overseas,

(Epping Farest is rather
remole, some 120km north-
west of Clermont).

Other work being undertaken
includes night observations
to learn about wombat
behaviour and social
organization.

{(Wombats are nocturnal
creatures.)

Accurate mapping and
descriptions of burrow
complexes is under way.

Radio telemetry operations to
help determine how wombals
utilize their habitat is planned
for aarly 1986,

QUEENSLAND
NATIONAL PARKS

AND WILDLIFE
SERVICE

Animal of the Year

‘Animal of the Year, a northern hairy-nosed wombat held by ranger Gary

Porter after being captured in Epping Forest National Park, central
Queensland, for research measurement. The national park is the only known
habitat of the northern hairy-nosed wombat and for that reason has been
declared a restricted access area. Turn the page for a report and more
pictures.
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