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Camoowal Caves amongnew park gazettals
Diversity
enhanced

Rugged sinkhole entranca to the Great Mowranie Cave, one of eight major caves now in Camooweal

Caves National Park. Some form of stairway down an 18 m depression will be needed before visitors

may have easy access. Note the Mitchell grass surface land which will continue to

be grazed by catlle.

Budget
raised

The Service will
receive $17.5 million in
consolidated revenue
funding in 1987/88, a
raise of 3,89 per cent
on 1986/87.

As salary and wage
costs rise, expenditure
will have to be
managed and
monitored very
carefully in the year.

A total of $2.1 million
has been allocated for
capital works projects.

Emphasis hare will
include $1,276,000 for
park development, and
upgrading Service
residences and
infrastructure,
$400,000 for subsidies
to local authoritias for
access roads, and
$424,000 for
acquisitions.
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Another group of visitors wonders at t

he natural limestone formations at

Chillagoe, conserved in nine national parks.

The parks preserve the landscape of
weathered, pinnacled hills formed
from outcrops of coral sediments
metamorphosed to crystalline
marble with distinctive surface
vegetation.

Almost 20 000 visitors are now
joining guided tours of the showcase
Donna and Trezkinn Caves and
Royal Arch Cave over the 11 months
of the year they are open.

These caves are representative of
the area's many caves, Their

management poses challenges of
development, visitation, guiding,
damage, staffing, maintenance,
interpretation and biology.

Messages conveyed by staff on free
guided tours include:

Due to their age, caves are
irreplaceable, and as a wonder of
nature are worth preserving.

Caves protect fauna not found in
other environments (breeding and
roosting places of bats and
swiftlets).

Message from the Minister

Recently | took the opportunity
for a first-hand inspection of one

of Queensland’s most

significant national parks, right
an the doorstep for almost half

the state's population.

| refer to Mareton Island, only a
short jaunt across heautiful
Moreton Bay from Brishane.

At present, 89 per cent of the
sand mass is national park but

it is the Queensland

Government's intention to

| see the island as a haven for
more than a million people wh

live in south-east Queensland, a

place to get away from the

appreciate the wonders of
nature,

With more and more people
visiting Moreton, management
problems are increasing and
becoming more expansive. |
see no adverse public refation
to the ‘user pays’ principle
which is oparating so
successfully on Fraser Island.

increase this to 97 per cent in

the not oo distant future.

Management costs on island

hustle and bustle of city life and

national parks are three to four
o limes those of mainland parks.
People are willing to pay for
service and facilities and on
many occasions offer to pay.
A management and works
program has been developed
for Maoretan to provide for ramps
to the beaches, bypass roads,
signg, boardwalks, better
camping facilities and public
education.
We'll hear more about these in
the months ahead.
Geoff Muntz

Minister for Tourism, National
Parks and Sport

Conservation of diversity
animals is enhanced with
and environmental parks i

Locations extend from part of the
Gold Coast to the Queensland-
Mortharn Territory border in the far
north-west.

Areas range from one hectare on
Tamborine Mountain to 68 100
hectares in central Queensland's
sandstone belt,

Cne cannot be compared with
another far they vary significantly
but all are important proposals of
scenic, scientific or historic interest
which have come to gazettal
through actions of the Queensland
National Parks and Wildlife Service,
the state's nature conservation
authority.

The most recent is the declaration of
Camooweal Caves National Park of
13 800 hectares extending up to 25
kilometres south-east of Camooweal
township in the far north-weast.

While its features are underground
caves extending up to several
hundred metres from their ‘sinkhole’
depression entrances, the surface
area of Mitchell grass and shrubby
woodlands is also important for it is
the only land of its type to be
represented in the national park
estate.

The caves are of dolomite, different
in colour and form and in

Three in

of landform, plants and
recent additions to national
n Queensland.

appearance and appeal from the
limestone caves of the national
parks of the Chillagoe/Mungana
area of north Queensland.

The caves shelter bats, insecls and
other wildlife and invite further
exploration by speleclogists.

The Service's management plan
allows for limited visitor access and
a basic camping area.

Three extensions making Robinson
Gorge National Park now 77 300 ha
include the rugged, scenic, natural
basin known as the Amphitheatre.

This key area with landscapes and
ecosystems representative of the
eastern end of the sandstone belt
contains vegetation associations
largely cleared in the region.

Included are extensive areas of
silver-leaf ironbark, narrow-leaf
ironbark, patches of brigalow on the
foot slopes of the Expedition Range,
and softwood scrub communities on
St Claire Range generally poorly  »
conserved in other reserves,

Reservation also protects the
headwaters of Robinson Creek, a
major tributary of the Dawson River,
above the gorge. Soil types here are
highly erodable.

north Qld

~
Representation of plant communities include Eagle Island on Eyrie Reef,

in north Queensland national parks
is enlarged with three recent
gazettals,

Herbert River Gorge Mational Park
of 18 900 ha, 70 km north-west of

Ingham, contains rainforest along

the gorge rising to dry open forest
over the Gorge Range.

When combined with the existing
adjacent national parks of Herbert
River Falls, Herkes Creek, Yamanie
Falls and Sword Creek, a
conservation reserve of more than
32 076 ha is in place.

Fresh to brackish swampland
covering 151 ha was added to Hull
River National Park near Tully. This
was considered the core of a
wetlands habitat of bulkuru and
melaleuca attracting brolgas, egrets,
cassowaries and other birds.

Nine areas totalling 85.6 ha added
to Lizard Island National Park

To advocate and foster harmony between mankind and our environment, thereby ,
facilitating the well-being of humanity, and safeguarding the integrity of nature.

most of Palfrey Island, South Island,
Bird Islets, and Osprey Island.

One of the major rock-climbing
features of south-east Queensland
— Frog Buttress — Is now included
in Mt French Mational Park, near
Boonah.

Purchase of a 37.2 ha addition
included the cliff, scree slopes, and
a form of dry rainforest now largely
cleared from the district.

Long-time resident Mr Jack Stevens
received a nominal $1 for about 1 ha
of dense rainforast added to The
Knoll National Park at Tamborine.

Gold Coast City Council contributed
$55,000 towards the $100,000 cost
of most of a 3.37 ha block of ridge
country falling sharply to mangrove
flats along Tallebudgera Creek.

Fleay's Fauna Centre facilities
occupy some of the land, gazetted
environmental park.

Q.NPWS purpose
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Wonderland
‘reef’ found
fascinating

- Tens of thousands of visitors have wondered
at the wonders of the Great Barrier Reef
Wonderland, Townasville, since its opening in
June.

The Service, as the day manager of the real reef,
has an information centre and display at the $26
million complex.

The display has many interactive componenis
encouraging visiters to learn more about the
Service's regular activities including zoning,
planning and managemeant.

Yolunteers frem Townsville help Service officers
staff the centre and answer many of those tricky
queslions visilors poss.

Great Barrier Reaef Wonderland is a unique
display for it is the only man-made complex in the
world where coral is growing.

This is done through recirculating the water
through a special algal farm to replicate the exact
conditions necessary for coral growth.

Youthful visitor to the Q.NP

WS display in Great Barrier Reef Wonderland is excite

officer explaining his job — understood mare by her parents we would hope.

By the tail . .

Gympie City Council was
praised by Mational Parks
Minister Mr Muntz for its
initiative and work in
transforming an area of swamp
and mullock heap into a
community asset.

Queensland.

Nautilus and Avocet will soon
be familiar names to venturers
on waters off central

Nautilus is the new Marine
Parks work/patrol boat in the

Great Barrier Reef Capricornia

The Minister opened the Section.
Service's new Gymple office
and information centre, built on
2 ha of land bought by the
council and given for Service
use in 1881,

patrol,
The building blends into what is
now an attractive historical and
recreation area.

Custom Craft.
The previous day he opened the
popular, new Freshwater
campsite in nearby Cooloola
Mational Park.

* & ok
Management guidelines
prepared recently by the
Service and the Mines
Dapartment as trustees of the
historic Palmer River goldfields
reserve will be implemented
500N,

Keppel Group.

They will give protection and
visitor information to a wealth of
fascinating relics of far north
CQueensiand's most impartant
goldfield in the 1870s, the basis
for early settlement of the
Cairns to Cooktown region.

Coach Company.

bookings.

A wide range of work-related
gear is stowed on board so
several tasks can be
undertaken during a three-day

Avocet is the new 7 m $50,000
aluminium vessel from Cairns

The vassel will be based at
Rosslyn Bay Harbour, near
Yeppoon, for operations off the
Capricorn coast, particularly
national park islands of the

* * K
Public access to the eastern
side of Lamington National Park
is made easier with the
inauguration of daily bus
services from Brisbane by
Richard Groom's Mountain

Telephone Aladdins at the
Brisbane Transit Centre
(07) 229 9477 for details and

Demand for the limited edition
brolga print announced in the
last Ringtail has exceeded initial
expectations.

Major Service offices have
details of how to obtain the last
of the outstanding prints.

Much demand has been for

prints to be sent overseas as

unique gifts from Australia.
* k ok

Which rare and threatened

plant grows in which national

park?

More than 1100 vascular plants
including orchids, ferns, shrubs,
trees and grasses — one-
seventh of the state's flora —
are detailed in the Department
of Primary Industries’ Rare and
Threatened Plants of
Queensland book.

This new book costs $8 plus $2
surface postage and handling
from GPO Box 46, Brisbane.

* k&
Questionnaires have been sent
to all parties which expressed
interest in developing low-key
tourist facilities at Heathlands,
Cape York, advertised recently.

The successful applicant should
be known before year's end.

Friday 25 September is the
closing date for comments of
draft zoning plans for the
Queensland Marine Parks Far
Northern and Cairns Sections,
and for expressions of interest
in provision and operation of a
maobile kiosk at the Josephine
Falls end of Bellenden Ker
National Park.

* d ok

Look for the Reader's Digast
new book, National Parks of
Queensland, in major
bookstores about mid-October
for $21.95rrp.

* d ok

Commercial shooting of red
kangaroos, wallaroos and
whiptail wallabies in
Queensland was stopped last
month when Federal
Government quotas were
almost reached.

Eastern grey kangaroos may be
taken up to the quota limit of
1 300 000,

* d ok

Service Director Dr Graham
Saunders has been elected a
Feliow of the Australian Institute
of Biology, an honour limited to
distinguished people in the field
of biology.

d to hear the telephone voice of a management

Changes
with spring

Scientists say tropical and sub-
tropical Queensland does not have
a true change of season to spring.

That may be so when compared with the
suddan changes of some parts of other
states and countries.

But everything in nature is relative.
Flowers bloom, trees and shrubs sprout
anew, birds nest, migratory and nomadic
species return, and animals utter mating
calls here as elsewhere.

If you have not noticed one change in
recent weeks, then you need an hour in
your backyard, a walk along the street, or
preferably a day in a national or
environmental park.

Winter nights in 1987 were cold though
days seemed warm. More rain than
normal fell in some parts so vegetation
stayed green.

Yet 18 per cent of Queensland remains
declared drought-stricken. The Townsville
region has not had a normal wet season
for six years, and birdlife has almost
disappeared from the Town Comman.

Wildflowers seem particularly good this
spring. Check coastal sandy and swampy
areas.

For a real treat, join an all-inclusive
wildflower weekend in Girraween Mational
Park (26-27 September, 24-25 October) for
$120 (phone (076) 84 5163 after hours).
Phone (07) 300 4855 for Brisbane Forest
Park's Go Bush—Spring activities from 19
Seplember.

rop for a 'unique
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Unveiling of a plaque at Fleay's Fauna
Centre, West Burleigh, by the Premier, Sir
Joh Bjelke-Petersen, on Wednesday, 8 July,
was a significant occasion for the Service
and the community.

For the Service, this marked the end of more than
three years' redevelopment of the reserve,
passed to it by its founder Dr David Fleay.

For the public, the opening was a renewal of the
opportunity to come close to nature in the middle
of the most intense urban development in
Australia.

Sir Joh praised the efforts of Dr Fleay over more
than 30 years on the Gold Coast.

He felt sure he approved the Service’s changes
to present native animals in samples of four of the
state’s habitats — wetlands, sucalypt forest,
rainforest, and rocky slopes.

The Centre is open 10-4 Wednesdays to
Sundays, and 9-5 public holidays and every
school holiday. Guides are on duty every day.
Admission is adults $5, pensioners $4, and
children $2.

E [ G : ! A S
Slightly reluctant koala and an enthusiastic Premier, Sir Joh Bjelke-Petersen, met with the media when the Premier stolled on a
boardwalk before he opened Fleay's Fauna Centre.




Boardwa

Conservation of another feature of
caves apart from landform has
been upgraded on Hook Island
National Park.

A new boardwalk now allows the growing
number of yachties and other visitors to a
prominent cave above Nara Inlet to see its
Aboriginal art without threatening its
destruction.

A fence keeps feral goats and another
animals from entering the cave and
rubbing against the walls on which the
paintings were last retouched 100 years
ago,

While the paintings were recorded by the
Service's historic sites staff several years
ago, pressures threatening the rock art
site’s preservation continued to grow.

As many as 30 boats and yachts anchored
in the Inlet overnight. The presence of
Aboriginal art in the cave fast became
local knowledge, and visitors arrived even
on one-day charters just to see it.

Rock art, no matter where it occurs, is

Ik saves

cave art

® dust — unintentionally dispersed by
people walking in a cave.

® destruction by people touching

paintings and caomparing sizes of ochre- °

stencilled hands.

® splashing water on paintings to try to
brighten colours for pictures:
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® natural seepage through rock behind ™
the art.

A
® erosion of the rock surface over time. {.

The Nara Inlet cave project sought to give

some protection by enclosing the area, to
build a boardwalk for people to see the art
without raising dust, and to provide
interpretive details to help visitors
understand the rock art.

An $18,000 grant from the Australian
Institute of Aboriginal Studies supported
the Service initiative, co-ordination and
construction.

Newly-completed boardwalk in the Nara Inlet cave, Hook Island, will provide access
to yet protect Aboriginal art.

Materials and equipment were barged to
the Inlet to a rendezvous with the
helicopter and 21 soldiers from Workshop
Troop, 9 Transport Squadron, Lavarack
Barracks, Townsville.

Eighteen loads were transferred to a rocky
outerop close to the site to allow a
breakdown to man-manageable packs for

also to create minimal disturbance above
and below ground level,

Equipment and all wastes were removed
by helicopter and barge.

Visitors now have the opportunity to look,
photograph and appreciate but not to
touch or dust the rock art, the most visible

vulnerable to deterioration, desecration

and decay.

Some factors of this are:

This juvenile southern giant petrel, a
very large, black seabird, had the
Radical Bay resort, Magnetic Island,
in turmoil recently.

It arrived after two weeks of heavy
south-easterly gales a long way from
its birthplace on the edge of
Antarctica or its outlying islands.

The relative of albatrosses was
exhausted but lived up to the
species’ reputation for gross eating
habits swallowing fish fillets offered
by interested onlookers.

It recovered quickly and remained

Tough prOJect'

Service staff with great
assistance from Operation .
Raleigh'volunteers are
* developing facilities for ;
visitors in more than 15 000 -
- four-wheel drive vehicles -
expected in Cape York next

- the far north include Jardine
River Natlonal Park and the
adjoining Heathlands department
and officlal purposes rasewe.

A camping area, a day-use area, -

- -and several hundrad metres of
walking track are being built at
Eliot Falls.

.and a boardwalk to the f&ii& are
“also being built.

. .-Both proieuis ars on Ellol Crnek
. which forms part of the southern
. catchment of the Jardlne Rlvar

; S i h ."Lugisilc prnbleme are Immensa

' The Service’s responsibilities in

- voluntesrs are now using 32
“tonnes of materials truckad Trm’n i

The boardwalk was prefabricated at
Conway National Park headquarters
before palletizing into helicopter loads.

around Magnetic Island and off
Pallarenda for more than three
weeks.

Hopefully by now it has found its
way to sea and headed south
carrying a numbered stainless steel
band on its right leg.

Service zoologist Brian King is
wondering whether one day the
petrel might be recovered
somewhere and become the feature
of his research project on the
movements of seabirds to
Queensland.

At Fruit Bat Falls, a day-use arsa

The sites ara 900 Igm.pg;_th__taf_ :
roads in Australia.

Twenty Operation Raleigh

Cairns.

They are warklng under the

in _th_é:_fCape

Abaut 300 cu'm of local gravel
has | baen‘n‘mad to the sits s

r.chang:
ths fam]ﬂies ‘will be in placs i
time for the rush in the Dry next -
year.

carrying to the site.

evidence of the Aboriginal people of the
Whitsundays.

Reconstruction of the free-standing
boardwalk took several weeks. Service
staff had to work to strict guidelines —

They may leave with an appreciation of
another culture of another time.

Limit on crocs

The Queensland Government’s estuarine crocodile management
program does not guarantee crocodile-free areas nor does it call on the
Queensland National Parks and Wildlife Service to net every stream over
several thousand kilometres.

Cabinet in July approved the
program to cover the coast from
Cooktown south including the
coastal plains of the Endeavour
River and the catchments of the
Burdekin and Fitzroy Rivers up
to 40 km inland.

The program is designed to
reduce the danger to people
while also making residents and
visitors aware of the most
dangerous animals an the
Australian continent.

The program sanctions removal
of all estuarine crocodiles in the
immediate environs of major
coastal cities and towns,

removal of all estuarine
crocodiles over 1.2 m long in a
majority of rivers and streams,
and removal of identified
‘problem’ crocodiles in
waterways in and adjoining
national parks and other nature
reserves where necessary for
public safety.

National Parks Minister Mr
Muntz said crocodiles might be
located on patrols by Service
staff or after reports of sightings
made to authorities.

Remaoval would be by Q.NPWS
wildlife rangers or professional

trappers from zoos or crocodile
farms.

Crocodiles taken may be used
only for breeding or display
stock.

Remaoval of crocodiles from
populated areas could not
eliminate the chance of attack.
They could swim great
distances. Areas free one day
could be infested the next.

He appealed to people not to be
s0 Stupid to remave the
distinctive crocodile warning
signs erected at all known
crocodile habitats visited
regularly by people in the north.;*

Year-long survey of
reef fishing

For most of us, the Great
Barrier Reef conjures
images of tropical seas,
coral reefs and superb
fishing. Each year, tens of
thousands of people fish the
reef but little is known about
the effects.

The Queensland National Parks
and Wildlife Service,
responsible for the Great Barrier

Reef Marine Park's day
management, this month
started a year-long survay of
fishing in the Capricornia
Section. (The section off
Gladstone encompasses the
Capricorn and Bunker groups of
reefs and jslands.)

The survey seeks to assess the
condition of fish stocks, and the
needs of people fishing in the
area. Results will help guide
management of the area’s fish
resources.

People fishing in Capricornia
will be contacted at sea by
rangers and asked to participate
in the study. Volunteers will be
mailed a short survey form
questioning them about their
catch, fishing times, and
opinions on fishing in the
region.

Results of the study should be
available in September next
year. A summary of findings will
be posted to those who make
requests,

More information can be
obtained by phaoning

(079) 27 9164 or calling at the
Queensland National Parks and
Wildlife Service Central
Regional Centre, 194 Quay
Street, Rockhampton.

Flying
foxes too

The Service is combining in a
Governmeant program to study
flying foxes in Queensland.

Field officers of several
departments are particpating in
surveys to locate and map flying
fox camps, to determine the
extent of flying fox damage to
crops, and to check the
effactiveness ot control
measures,

Questionnaires have been sent
to interested officers and to fruit
growers selected randomly.

Members of the public wishing
to contribute to formulation of
flying fox management polices
should phone (07) 202 0200.
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Popular national and
environmental parks.
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Southern Reglon i 5 .
Brisbone Forest Pork national parks [F2 $|Cloje|n|s LR AR LB ] Brisbane Forest Park |BFP fee - Monorina campsite
Maoreton Island 5 EE‘{ e |®[fBUl @ sle|n B e|w s Moreton Isiahd Contact Ranger first
Blue Lake - Stradbroke Island Gile[®m[C ODIDD j Maggill
Tamborine Mountain Gile|e(Cleje (o |e|a|e|e L] Tamboring
&1 Heieno Istand G2le|®s | B oie . L] 51 Helana Historle area - restricted access, Tours
Burleigh Head G4 Cie|o|eo|e R L] | Burleign
Springbrook Gde|w(Clo(o| oo (e |e|s o(o|e ipringbrook small camp area — Purlingbreck Falis
MNatural Arch G4 e Cile|s | s |0 (0| L] Natural Arch
Lamington -Binna Burra Gde|s|Cleje|sje|a (s|s LA Binno Burra Plvate compsite adjacent
-Green Mountalns Gde|s(Cle|ja|o|o[o|e (e e LAL] Greaen hMountalns
Ane Ridge EF Gil e c LA S . Pre Ridge
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Mt French Fil e [ [ . [ [ Boanah
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—3plcer’s Gop File | @& | U L * . Main Range Contact Ronger first for Spicers Gop
—Quesn Mary Falls Fa| ® [+ sie|e LK . warwick
Glfrawesn FPlee|Cio oo (o o e [ el Girraween
Sundown Felejo|CUle|e® e|® [ AR * Sundown 4WD access to Burrows Waterhole
Loke Broodwaler EP Fal @ Cle|® . L . L] Lake Broocdwater
Bunya Mountains Eljlej@#[Cle|o|o|[o| oo o|e|e LA Bunya Not for caravans
Crows Nest Falls E2| ® Cle|ls [ L] L Crows Mest
Rovensoourne E2|® C L] [ ] Crows Nest
Glass House Mountalns G2leje|C (AL IE] L] Beerwah
Kondaolilla/ Mapleton Falls Fl| & Cle|es|o|e || e Gymple Ronger stoff based ot Kendalila
Moosa Gle|e|Cleje|e|e e e|w * Moosa
Cooloolo -Moosa River Glle|e|flie o /o /o oo o (o (e (e e Elanda Tollets, boardwalk ot ¥Kinebo/Flg Tree Polnt
~Freshwater Gije|s | Ujloew|e(ejo|e . ool Rainbow Beach
~Double Island Polnt Gile @ |U (AL RE] LAE LR Ralnbow Beach Access via beach
Great Sandy - Fraser s-Dundubora|G7 e (e (U e (e (& |8 |8 e * . Ralnbow Beach Fee - see Froser Islond brochure
-Wathumba G7|® | @& |BU L] LR . . Ralnbow Beach
-Waddy Point Gie|eBu e (o (0|8 @ . L] L] Ralnbow Beach
Woodgale G| e Ujeje/e|s oo 0| L Woodgate AWD recommended
Mon Repos EP Gille|#(Cleje 0| |nje|e Mon Repos Turtles nest Nov-Jan, hatch Jan-Mar
Auburn River File cu . L] * L Maryborough
Canla Gorge F7le [+ * [ D Maryborough
Ceniral Reglen
Keppel Group F7ie Bilmie [ BE] LA R Yeppoon Coampsites Hurnpy Island, North Keppel
Capricornla -Heron Island Glle|®|BFl @ LAL N NN L] Rockhamptons Mo camping
—Morth West lslond G7| e B L4 e . Gladstone
-Lady Musgrave G7|® BF [ sio|e L] Rockhampton/
-Tryon Islond, Masthead lsland G7| e B [ ° Gladstone
Capricorn coast F7 Clolo|e|(n o|ele Yeppoon
Eurimbula F7l® u L] : (AL Sladstone
Blackdown Tableland EFle|elUle|e eiale [ AE2E] . -|Blackdown Toblelond| Read unsultable for vans
Isla Gorge File|®|C . o|® e .o Taroom
Robinzon Gorge E7f|@ (@ | U [ IR L LAE K] Taroom Last . .n 4WD only
Cornarven —Carnarvon Gorge E7fleje|Clelo/o|s oo e e |0 Carnarveon Gorge Raoln closes road
=Mt Mofiott E7| @ |®|lU |& L] L] - LEE Mt Molfatt Carry exira fuel, water
—&alvator Roso, Ko Ka Mund! E7| @& | ®|CU L] L] LR Springsure Carry extra {uel, waler
Simpson Deser! AB u LB Rockhampton Remcte area - contoct QHPNWS first
Lark Quarry EF Cal @ 5] ® [ Rockhompton
Caope Hiisborough Eajeie|Clojo(o|jo (e oo . L Sealorth Camping: Smalleys Beach - no water
Eungella -Broken River Eslele|Clole[o[o[a|ein|e D Eungalla
~Finch Hotton Gorge Ea|® | @ |UN L slele e Eungella
Cumberland Group -Brampton ls F5|l® BF AL KRR SN Zeatorth
—Dther lilands F5l e B L] LBE] Seafoerth Campsite Goldsmith lsland
Caope Poimersion Fsl @ 1) L e ® Mocka Carry extra fusl. water
Mt Archer EP F7|® Cle|(e|e® o0 Rockhampton
MNorthern Reglon
Whitsundoy -other islonds ES5| @ B ® [ ] e Conway
~Conway ES| & Cieaja|le|jo|a|nje|e [ ] Conway Developed camp Shute Harbour Aday limit
—Molle Group ES B [ AL AL AR Conway Developed camp North Maolle lsland |
~Henning Is. Hook ls. Repulse Gp | ES B [ LAELIR] » Conway
—Whitsunday 15, Thomas I8 ES [ ele ele * Conway
Gloucester Soddlieback ES B ] * Conway Several Islands
Bowling Green Boy -general ES BC . L Mt Elllct
=M1 _Ellid, Aligator Creek ES5| @ Cle|lojo[o e e L] LR Kt Ellot
Magnetlc lsland Es5|o|o|B(o|o|w (o oo e Magnetle Island
Townsvile Town Common EP E5| @ cl|e » e|e Townsville Mo camplng
Mt Spec Ds| @ Cle|jea|® o o 0|88 e Faluma Camping Big Crystol Creek only
Crpheus lslond D5 B » LA AL R (AR Ingham
‘Wallamaon Falls BEIR] C L] LEE AR ] L] Ingham
Porcuplne Gorga C5| & o o|e o Townaville
Hinchinbrook Déd|m|®| B L] L AR BN S AR AL BN B Cardwell. Ingham
Edmund Kennedy D4 @ Cle(o|o 0| @ . Edmund Kennedy
Dunk Isiand Dij e | ® |BF L [ AR AR AR L) Cordwell »
Jouraoma Falls b5 @ Cleje (v (e | L] e|e Ingham
Fat Northern Reglon
Bollenden Ker -general D4l @ W ® L) Josephine Falls
~lossy Faoills D4l ® Cle[e[e]e|n]e 0 Josephine Falls
(Malonda Falls EP D4 C OOODDID . Cairns
Mt Whittleld EF D4 Cle|e|® eo|® [ Calrns
Eubenanges Swamp b4 C ® ) Josephine Falis
Barren Gorge D4 CW o8 o0 Calrns Best seen from Kurondo frain
Michoelmas Coy D4| & B > Calrns MNesting area - access to beach only
Palmersten Dd|l @ Cleje [ AL [ o0 Polmerston
Davies Creek D4 c L L EE SR * Cairng Campground closed
Dalntree -Mossman Gorge bile < o8 (0|00 |e L] Cairns
-Other areas D3 W L L] Calrns
Capa Tribulation -Noahs Beach oile|e| U eole D [ Cope Tribulation Mone Cairns - check road conditions
-Cape areaq Dijeje|Uj@|® LB L] L] Cope Tribulation
-Other areas bij® | ® |WB e ele Cope Tr ]
Cedar Bay D2 » |WB L £y . Cairng
Green Island Dije|esjpgr @@ s(e|e Calrns Ne camping
Millstream Falls o4 C L] (I AR ] Lake Eacham
Mt Hyplpames D4 [+] L) (AR [ [ Lake Eacham
Lake Barrine D4 [+ e|o(o[s 0| [) Loke Eacham
Lake Eachom Ddl @ Clajo|® |0 s e o [ ] Loke Eacham
Chlllagoce-Mungana Caves D4} ® Cleje|® ®(ele [ Chlllogoe Tour times Sarn and 130pm
Lizard lsland Group Dije|® |EBF (L AENEIENE] ] Cairny Camping limH fwo weeks
Lakeflald Cile e |CUla o|e L] ® Lakeflald Carry extra fusl, water
ron Range c2 Ule o|e [ * Calrns Carry extra fuel, water. No trailers, vans
Rokeby-Archer Bend 2 ule L] Rokeby Carry extra fuel, water. Mo trallers, vans
Jarding River-Heaothlands C1 ule [ Calrns Caorry extra fusl water. No frallars, vans
Lawn Hill Al ® Ule LA ] L) L] Lown Hil Carty extra fuel, water. No trallers, vans
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Maiala {1140ha)

This popular park on the D'Aguilar Range Is manag-
ed as parl of the 25 (00ha Brisbane Forest Park.
The park is ideal for day visits and picnicking, and
offers scenic views of the coastal plaln and walks
through varied forest communities.

Moreton Island (15 400ha)

Mt Tempest (285m) crowns this large istand com-
posed almost entirely of sand. Park areas now cover
B9 per cent of the island and include wind-blown
sand, heath, swamp and forests. A managemant
cenlre and camp areas with facilities are provided.
Access is via vehicular ferries for off-road vehicles,
fast passenger boat or light aircraft

Blue Lake (501ha)

This lake is a water table window in a sand dune
about 10km eas! of Dunwich accessible from the
main coast road by a short walk. Popular for day
vigits.

Tamborine Mountaln (total 584ha)

On and around this distinclive plateay 70km south
of Brishane are a series of relatively small national
and envirenmental parks preserving some of the
meuntain’s natural forest and watarfalls, Al are in-
teresting and popular with day visitors.

St Helena Island (74ha)

An histeric area off the Brisbane River mouth with
rastricted access. Much of the island functioned as
high security prison from 1867 to 1932. Prison
labour was used for all aclivities including building,
and some sections remain. Reached by special
ferry from Manly. Schools must contact the
Darling Point Special Education Centre.

Burleigh Head (24ha)

This complex of vegetation types including rain-
forest, open eucalypt forest, tussock grassland and
pandanus in a landmark area in the sweep of the
highly urbanised Gold Coast. Walking tracks lead to
lookouts and pleasant places of retreat,

Springbrook {tolﬂ] 2084ha)
Four parks (il a green mouniair to
the Gold Coast. Warrie offers extensive walks past
wamrialls and thraugh forests to kmkouls

has tall with

Ravensbourne (100ha)
This park off the Hampton-Esk road preserves a

- remnant of the wet sclerophyll and rainforest

vegetation which once covered the surrounding
countryside. |deal for a picnic and a walk.

Conondale (2126ha)

This two-part park separated by state lorest west of
Conondale township preserves wet sucalypt forest
and rainforest and associated fauna.

Glass House Mountains
Remnant volcanic plugs n'f rhyolne and lrachyta with
forest and heath MLC

rks for the people

Robinson Gorge (77 300 ha)
Recanthy park with

Eubenangee Swamp (1520ha)

scenery and deep gorges where Robinson Creek
carves its way towards the Dawson River,
Contrasting landscape and vegetation. Includes the
Amphitheatre natural basin.

Simpson Desert (555 000ha)

The Stale's largest national park west of Birdsville
complementary to an even larger conservation park
in South Australia, Preserves dunefields and
spinifex opan-hummock grassland with some shrubs
and a distinctive wildlife habitat. For the well-

{Crookneck) (113ha) at 523m is for climbers, Mt
Beerwah (245ha) 556m, Mt Tibrogargan (29tha)
333m and M1 Ngungun (49ha) 236m are suitable for
bushwalkers and families taking care,

Kendalilla (128ha)

Kondalilla Falls is a feature of this rainforest part off
tha Maleny-Mapleton road. Tracks lead from the plo-
nic area to the falls and swimming hole.

Mapleton Falls (26ha)

A small park off the Mapleton-Kenilworth road offer-
ing scenic views, a waterfall, rainforest and eycalypt
forest walks,

Meosa (432ha)

A popular scenic coastal park, preserving dune
wegetation heath and rainforest. Walking tracks and
picnic areas.

Cooloola (40 900 ha)

A coastal sand park fealuring ocean beaches,
freshwater lakes, colowred sands and vegetation
from healthland to rainforest. Access by boat from
Tewantin and Boreen Point, four-wheel-drive from
Rainbow Beach and Noosa or by conventional vehi-
cle from Rainbow Beach. Camping areas at Double
Igland Point, Freshwater, and along Noosa River.

Great Sandy (Fraser Island) (52 400ha)

The park preserves mest of the northern end of the
largest sand igland in the world. Included are
eucalypl woodland, heath and swamp vegelation.
Two developed campsites. Access by boat, four-

guHIes. Wunburra, an ares of wet sucalypl forest,
and Mt Cougal are undeveloped areas for adventure
bushwalking and speclacular views along the
border.

Matural Arch (212ha)

This interesting natural formation caused by
cascading waters is set in an area of dense rain-
forest high in the Numinbah Valley. The park is
popular for day visits but only the night time visitor
sees glow-worms In the cave under the arch.
Lamingten (20 100ha)

Rainforest, eucalypt forest and heathland, magnifi-
cent views and waterfalls are features of this major
park some 100km south of Brisbane. Extensive
walking tracks and picnic facilities are provided in
argas bul other are reached only on bushwalking
excursions. Access is via Binna Burra in the north-
east, Green Mountains — O'Reilly’s in the north-
west, and several rords and tracks in the west and
south.

Pine Ridge (109ha)

An environmental park, the last major area of
natural costal lowlands on the Gold Coast. Vegsta-
tion of heath, swamp and woodland Bkm north of
Southport. Boardwalked track suitable for
whealchalrs,

Mt Barney {11 400ha)

This landmark peak (1360m) with nearby Mt Lindesay
(1191m) and M1 Maroon (365m) are undeveloped
areas of sucalypts and rainforest among a variaty of
natural features exciling bushwalkers and climbers,

Mt French (112 ha)

This twe-part park is adjacent to the 468 m peak
n=ar Boonah with a road 1o the fop to picnic areas,
walking tracks and logkouts. Frog Buttress on the
narthern side is a popular rock climbing venue.

Main Range (11 500ha)

This park includes the main western part of the
Scenic Rim system. At Cunningham's Gap,
walking tracks pass through eucalypt forest and
ralnforest. Popular area for picnics and camping.
Spicer's Gap to the south has an interesting
histery. Bushwalkers revel in many areas in this
diverse park,

Gueen Mary Falls (333ha)

This waterfall in tall epen eucalpypt woodland with
rainforest gullies is not large but is a pleasant
spot for families 10km east of Kilarney, A second
part includes Blackiellow Knob to the north.
Girraween (11 400ha)

Massive granite tors and culcrops tower over a
diverse and often dense vegetation of sucalypls,
flgwering shrubs and herbs in this park 30km south
ol Stanthorpe. Camping facilities allow for long days
walking particularly to see birds and wildfiowers in
season. At ions about 1000m,

are often much lower than expeciad.

Sundown {11 200 ha)

Rugged gorges leading 1o the Severn River arg a
feature of this park reached via Stanthorpe or via
Ballandean. Dense forests or cypress pine and
eucalypls cover hill slopes.

Lake Broadwater {1220ha)

An environmental park near Dalby important as a
waterfowl habitat and as an example of natural Darl-
ing Downs country. Popular-recreation spat.

Bunya Mountains (11 700ha)

An expanss of confferous rainforest and grassy
palds on the Great Dividing Range crest between
Dalby and Kingaroy. This popular area has two
developed campgrounds and a network of iracks.
‘Winter nights at about 1000m elevalion can be eold.

Crows Mest Falls (962ha)

The waterfall in the north tumbles inlo a steep
granite gorge with intaresting mixed vegetation. A
picnic area and swimming holes make the park
ideal for day trips

heel-drive and barge from Urangan or Rainbow
Beach and by light aircraft,

Woodgate (5480ha)

Pleasant beach scenery backed by sand dunes and
coastal vegetation make this park an attractve holi-
day spotl. Wallum health wildflower displays in
season. Access via Goodwood,

Mon Repos (23.5ha)

This small erwirenmental park preserves a turtle
rookery on the coast-11km east of Bundaberg. Al
night from Movember t9 January laggerhead turtles
nest here, Occasionarly flatback and green turtles
ara seen, From January to March turtle hatchlings
can b observed.

Auburn River (389ha)

The scenic Auburn River Gorge is the main attrac-
tion of this park. Road access Mundubbera via
Hawkwood road

Cania Gorge (1020ha)

The sandstone garge, its luch vegelation and dripp-
ing water are features of this popular park, Road ac-
cese Monto via Moonford road (26km).

Morth Keppel Island (580ha)

Most popular of a group of confinental island parks
off Yeppoon. Open eucalypt forest, pandanus aleng
the coast and tussock grassland on exposed wind-
ward sides. Popular for fishing and camping
haolidays.

Heron Istand (Capricarn Group) (12ha)

Greater part of this coreal cay Is national park with
total protection for animal and plant lile marine and
terrestrial. Rookery for turtles and resting area lor

saabirds

" Tryon, Masthead Iz (Capricorn Group)

Typical coral cays with pisonia, pandanus and

casuarina vegelation. Seabird nesting sites and
turtle rookeries. Popular camping spots for self-
sufficient groups. Reached by charter boat. No
engine driven equipment permitied.

MNorth West (Capricomn Group) (34ha) and Lady
Musgrave Is {Bunker Group) (20 ha)

Coral cays with large surrounding reefs. Popular
safe ancharages with camping. Ideal for driving
and snorkelling. Access by charter boat.

Carnarvon (223 000ha)

A combination of four areas, Carmarvon Gorge, Mt
Moffatt, Satvator Rosa and Ka Ka Mundi, in the
_Central Highlands sandstone belt. Features include
a varlety of vegetation, spectacular escarpmenis
and gorges, and relics of Aberiginal culture. Gorge
campground is very popular. Wilderness expgriam:a

pped, careful and
Lark Quarry (374ha)
Enviromental park south-west of Winton presenving
avidence of a dinosaur stampede 100 million years
ago.
Cape Hilisborough (816ha)
Coastal park of heop pine rainforest and open
eucalypt forest with fringing mangrove argas,
Popular for nature study and recreation.

Eungella {50 800ha)

Large area of tropical rainforest with some grassy
eucalypt woodland west of Mackay. Most is inac-
cessible except to experienced bushwalkers. Tracks
at Broken River and Finch Hatton Gaorge pass
through rainforest and lead to points of interest,
Ideal for day picnics and limited camping.

Brampton Island (464ha)

One of a group of scattered islands at the southern
end of the Whitsunday-Cumberland chaln, Tracks
Iead 1o viewpoints for densely vegetated islands
nearby and fringing coral reefs.

Cape Palmerston (7160ha)

Undeveloped beachiront land of sand dunes,
mangroves and swampland with two campsites for
self-sufficient visitors.

Conway (23 800ha)

This park of 12l lowland rainforest, tall eucalypt
tosest and coastal scenery forms the mainland edge
of Whitsunday Passage. Walking tracks are limiled
to the northern end around the camping area on the
Airlie Beach-Shute Harbour road.

Whilsunday Passage Islands

A large group of continental islands some of which
are developed extensively for tourist activities, Fr-
inging reafs, rocky oulcrops and rainforest make the
going difficull even for bushwalkers. Whitsunday (10
930ha) is by far the largest. Morth Molle (258ha) and
Hook (5180ha) are also pepular. Access is by
launch from Shute Harbaur.

Bowling Green Bay (Mt Elliot) (55 §57ha)

Area of extensive lowlands of relatively low rainfall.
The upper slopes of Mt Elliot include the southarn
limit of the trapical rainforest belt. Reach the camp-
ing and picnic area from the Bruce Highway 25km
south of Townsville.

Magnetic Island (2720ha)

A major part of this continental island-off Townsville
is national park. it features boulder strewn hillsides
with hoop pine and eucalypt forest with 22km of
walking track. Habital for koalas. Mo camping.
Regular ferry service,

Townsville Town Common (3272ha)

An autstanding emviromental park adjacent to a
large city leaturing coastal wetland habitat, Popular
day visit area.

Mt Spec — Crystal Creek (7224ha)

This park along part of the Paluma Range near
Townsville includes rainforest and eucalypt forest.
Picnic areas and walking tracks are reached from
the Bruce Highway,

Jourama Falls (1070ha)

Series of cascades over salmen coloured granite
amid lush greenery with sucalypl forest surrounds,
Popular picnic area off the Bruce Highway 35km
south of Ingham.

Herbert River

Five parks — Herbert River Gorge, Herbert River
Falls, Herkes Creek, Yamanle Falls and Sword
Creek — now adjoin to form a magnificent
conservation reserve of more than 32 078 ha along
the river and its tributaries. Wallaman Falls (602 ha),
including the largest single drop waterfall in
Australia at 278 m, is adjacent.

Porcupine Gorge (2938ha)
Relatively inaccessibie area north-gast of
! hallenging the

Great Basalt Wall (30 500 ha)
Remate area including part of a major geological

feature from the last major volcanic ac!r\nty in north-
east Australia,

Hinchinbrook Island (32 350ha)
Largest of the island national parks separated from
the mainland by a drowned river valley. Rugged

offered in many other parts for the self

Capricorn coast

Double Head and Bluff Paint {107ha) are coastal
features for day picnickers 8km south of Yeppoon.

Eurimbula (7830ha)

A biologically important area where lroplcal and
sub-ropical enviroments overlap. Rainforest and
swamps on deep sand backed by grassy eucalypt
open forest,

Blackdown Tableland (23 B00ha)

Sandstone plateau al the junction of three ranges
near Dingo, Height above the surrounding plains,
vegetation, waterfalls and walking tracks makes the
park a popular day picnic and camping spot.

Isla Gorge (T800ha)

This park p a deaply
range veq with and with
stands of softwood scrub and some brigalow on the
lowar flats. Suitable for self-contained bushwalking
groups.

rocky ins, waterialls, beaches, rainforest,
mangroves and tall eucalypt forest. Launches from
Cardwell and Lucinda Point

Edmund Kennedy (6200ha)

Explorer Edmund Kennedy traversed this area on
hig ill-fated 1848 expedition. Mangroves, dense rain-
forast, tea-tree — sedge associations, fan palm and
sword grass swamps make up an outstanding park
between the Bruce Highway and the coast. Suitable
for picnics and camping.

Dunk Island (730ha)

Mast of this island named by Captain Cook is na-
tional park. A heliday resort immertalized by author
E.). Banfield. Access by launch and plane. Suitable
for day visits.

Bellenden Ker (31 000ha)
Undeveloped park covering the eastern slopes of
the Bellenden Ker Range and including
Queensland's highest mountain, Mt Bartle Frere
{1857m). Numerous waterfalls and streams flow
through dense upland rainforest, the habitat of

A lang helps visitors see this last nalural
coastal swamp area between Townsville and Cairns.

Barron Gorge (2784ha)

The Barron River drops 260m into the rainforest
covered gorge seen by travelling on the Cairns-
Kuranda raitway. hMost water is held for irrigation or
divertad for power genaration before the Falls.

Michaelmas Cay (3ha)

With nearby Upolo Cay, one of Queensland's most
important seabird nesting areas.

Palmerston (14 200ha)

Walking tracks from the Palmerston Highway bet-
ween Innisfall and Ravenshoe lead to many water-
falls sel in luxuriant rainforest on the Johnslone
Biver. Suitable for camping and picnics,

Davies Creek (468ha)

This park presenves an area of eucalypt forest grow-
ing on granite soils. the creek tumbles over a 100m
waterfall into & deep valley, Wildflowers in spring.
Reached from the Kennedy Highway.

Mt Whitfield (297ha)

Scenic rainforest and open lorest area on the
narthern outskirts of Cairns with tracks, sheller
sheds and views over city, sea and countryside.

Daintree (56 450ha)

Extensive undeveloped national park drained by
many tributaries of the Daintree River. Variety of
vegetation types but broad areas of tropical rain-
forest. For the self-sufficient bushwalker out of
Mossman or Daintree.

Cape Tribulatien (16 385ha) _

A wvehicle ferry at the Daintree River crossing pro-
vides aceess 1o this important area of coastal
rainforest,

Cedar Bay (5650ha)

Marthern extremity of the wet tropical rainfarest
region south of Cooklown still relatively
inaccessible

Green Island (Tha)

Kaost of this coral cay and surrounding reel is na-
tional park with total protection of all features. A
walking track passes through rainforest. Launches
make regular trips from Cairns. Overnight accom-
modalion is avallable.

Millstream Falls (372ha)

An open eucalypt area crossed by a bottlebrush
bordered stream and featuring one of the widest
falls in Ausiralia (85m). A small camping area near-
by. Reached 1km off the F hoe-Mt Gamet
road.

Mt Hyplpamee (The Crater) (364ha)

Geological curiosity similar to a voleanic crater and
while salidfied volcanic ash is present, the sides are
of granite, a rock not directly associated with erup-
tive veleanie activity, Rainforest and eucalypt forast
teo. By the Kennedy Highway between Atherton and
Ravenshoe,

Lake Barrine {(491ha)

Another crater lake just off the Gillies Highway 6km
from Lake Eacham. A Skm lrack circles the lake giv-
ing excellent oppartunities for nature study in the
rainforest.

Lake Eacham (489 ha)

This is a maar, a lake in the cone of an extinct
voleane, surrounded by rainforest in which might be
seen the musk ral kangaroo, carpet python, water
dragon and Ulysses blue butterfly. For picnics,
swimming and walking. Mear Yungaburra,

Chillagoe-Mungana Caves

A series of reserves for limeslone caves. Regular
guided walks are offered through Royal Arch and
Donna. Denna Cave is it lo highlight cave
decorations.

Lizarel Island (990 ha)

This continental island almost surrounded by fring-
ing reefs is north-north-east of Cooktawn. & walking
track leads to the peak where Caplain Cook stood
to seek a passage through the outer Barrier Reel.

Lakefield {537 000ha)

Extensive example of peninsula country with vegeta-

tion ranging from fringing rainforest, stringbybark

forest and paperback woodland to mangroves,

mudilats and open grassy plains and swamps.

Matural habitat for many species of birds and also
and sstuannc

Iron Range (34 600ha)

True wilderness area of world significance contain-
ing the largest area of lowland rainforest remaining
in Australia as well as mangroves, heathlands and
open forest. The Janet and Tozer Ranges, coastal
seenery and the variety of forest and wildlife im-
press visilors.

Archer Bend (186 000ha)

The Archer River and tall vine forests which line it
are features of this park on the western side of the
peninsula. Swamps and lagoons are home 1o many
ducks, pelicans and other waterfowd. Freshwaler
crocodiles are commen in the river.

Rokeby {291 000ha)

An extensive area stretching from the Melbwraith
Range to the Archer River fiood plain preserving a
variety of peninsula vegetation types and hosting
some rare and beautiful birdlife and freshwater
crocodiles. Visit in the Dry only.

Jardine River (235 000ha)

This park eovers most catchments of the largest
perennial stream in Queensland, a true wilderness.
with & variety of vegetation types including rain-
foresl, open forest, heath and shrubland with a cor-
responding variety of fauna not fully recorded. For
the adventurous in the Dry.

Lawn HIIl {12 200ha)

Remole oasis-like area between Burketown
and Camooweal in the far north-west.
Permanent waters of Lawn Hill Creek are

many luding the tree | , birds
and reptiles endemic to Queensiand. Josephine
Falls in the south is a popular day picnic spat.

by rich red sandstone walls forming
a gorge which protects remnant rainforest
species, some endemic.



Moreton
Bill drafted

Service officers have been asked by Cabinet to
prepare draft legislation to cover nature-based
recreation in areas similar to Fraser Island.

While National Parks Minister Mr
Geoff Muntz has indicated such
legislation is likely to be applied to
Moreton Island, the Bill's scope will
be broad so other suitable areas
may be covered in future.

In seeking to become familiar with
related issues, Mr Muntz and
members of his parliamentary
conservalion committee visited
Moreton and Fraser Islands recently.

L
Mr Muntz said the Fraser Island
Recreation Area concept introduced
early last year had been most
successiul.

Surveys indicated visitors were
happy o pay for recreation
management by a single authority
and they could see value in
improved management and
facilities.

With the extension of national park
status lo 89 per cent of Moreton
Island, visitors had an expectation
the Queensland National Parks and
Wildlife Service would manage all
areas on the island, similar to
Fraser.

Publications

The Service had greatly improved its
management, staffing and facilities
on the island to cope with the
growing number of visitors (83 390
camper nights in 1986).

Management problems continuing
on Moreton Island included illegal
squalting, dangerous driving, drivers
causing damage to sand dunes, and
unmanaged camping on Crown land
outside national park.

Management of Moreton Island
under one authority would be in the
best interests of such an
outstanding natural area, its visitors
and residents.

He believed people would be willing
to pay towards facilities and
services.

The Service had prepared a
management and works program to
provide for ramps to beaches,
bypass roads, signs, boardwalks,
better camping facilities and public
education.

But without 'user pays’
contributions, this program could not
proceed ahead of state-wide Service
priorities based on year-by-year
funding allocations.

About marine parks

Concept of marine parks as
areas of special signficance in
the environment is outlined in a
new publication produced and
distributed by the Queensland
Mational Parks and Wildlife
Service.

The Service's maritime estate
branch has responsibilities covering
CQueensland and Commonwealth-
declared marine parks.

The full-colour brochure considers
legisiation, fisheries, management,
marine park proposals and public
co-operation.

The brochure gives a general
background o help people make
worthy contributions towards
proposals for a number of new
marine parks in the next few years.

Other recent Service publications
include a Show special edition of
Ringtail, a wildlife information sheet
on nesting magpies, a field guide for
Fleay's Fauna Centre, and visilor
information sheets on Springbrook,
Bunya Mountains, Baldwin
Wetlands, walking tracks of the Far
Northern Region, and Cape York
parks.

Mor

il

Boonah Shire Council chairman, Councillor Jim Pennell, with Q.NPWS Southern Regional Director

interest.at Spicer’s
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Moel Dawson (left) and National Parks Association of Queensland president Mr Brian Egan (right) at
the official unveiling of signs and the opening of a walking trail in the Spicer's Gap seclion of Main

Range National Park recently.

Cr Pennell reminded more than
100 people at the ceremony the
area was signficant in
Queensland’s history.

He said there was a need to
conserve argas for their historic
and natural values, and if
people wanted to see Australia
be the type of country they
dreamed of, then they would
have to be prepared to
volunteer their assistance,

The Spicer's Gap project was a
good example of that

commitment and co-operation.

Spicer's Gap was the first safe
and trafficable route between
the Darling Downs and
Brisbane.

A sign reminding visitors of
remaining features of the
original road built between 1848
and 1870 was donated and
erected by the Subaru Four
Wheel Drive Club of
Queensland.

Members of the Mational Parks

Gazettals, actions

Association of Queensland
helped Service staff in the
cutting of a 4.6 km trail through
open forest and rainforest in the
Mt Matheson area.

The trail can be used with part
of the road's historic section to
form a circuit walk of 8.1 km,

Reach Spicer's Gap by
conventional vehicle in dry
weather from the Cunningham
Highway near Aratula. The track
west of the Gap is sultable only
for four-wheel-drive vehicles,

Fauna permit fees rise

New fees now apply to
most permits, licences
and other authorities
issued under the Fauna
Conservation Act
regulations.

The fees which took effect last
maonth reflect a 7 per cent
Consumer Price Index rise
since the schedule was
adjustad last in December 1985.

New fees range from $4 for a
permit to move up to five aviary
birds to $395 for a zoo
exhibiting native fauna (up from
$368).

The fauna dealer's licence
remains at $15 but registration
fees for tauna dealer premises

now range from $30 to $280 in
addition to the licence.

A kangaroo shooter's open
season permit rises $5 to $65

-~ but kangaroo tags remain at 15

cents each.

A duck shooter's permit rises §2
to $15.

The increases are not uniform
but have been rounded
upwards for ease of handling.

Details are available from
Q.NPWS wildlife offices.

Some confusion continues over
National Parks and Wildlife Act
regulations which came into
effect on 1 July.

Among other matters the
regulations provide for

applications to be made and
permits to be issued for any
commercial activity on a
national park.

This has wide application for
many operators whether they
visit a national park once a year
or once a day.

Operators should contact
Regional Directors to make
applications and to discuss
conditions to be applied.

The regulations apply to news
and commercial photographers
but there are provisions for fees
to be reduced or waived in
certain circumstances.

Copies of the regulations may
be obtained from the
Government Printing Office,
Brisbane.

Junior Ranger column

Island birdlife may vary widely

Hello Junior Rangers

Recently | received a letter and some
drawings from Tim Beiers who lives at

Chermside. Tim, on holiday on North West
Island, read the column about marine life

and asked what birds he and his family
would find on Goldsmith Island at
Christmas.

Tim, | hope you don't mind if | use your
letter for this column.

Along the Great Barrier Reef, there are

two main kinds of islands. One is a coral

cay like North West which have been
colanized by plants.

Birds there are mostly seabirds, some of

which fly long distances. They include
most birds which you drew — white-
capped noddys, shearwaters
(muttonbirds), silver gulls, reef herons,
curlew sandpipers and pied oyster
catchers as well as other terns, frigate
birds and tropic birds.

Some land birds which cannot fly as
strongly have reached these islands.
Sometimes people have brought them!
The silvereye you saw is ona.

Curlew sandpiper

The other main kind of island is a
continental island, the tops of mountains
once part of Australia.

When the ocean level rose, the land
between the mainland and the tops of
mountains was covered creating the
islands.

These islands have the same kinds of

plants as the mainland but not as big a
variety. Their animals are similar.

They are often near enough to the
mainland or close together and large
enough for birds which fly only short
distaznces to reach them. They often have
a number of reptiles and mammals too.

On Goldsmith Island, look for sand
goannas and brushtail possums. Birds you
might see include white-breasted sea
eagles, ospreys, silvereyes, lorikeets,
honeyeaters, sunbirds, reef herons and
brahminy kites. There will be other small
birds too.

If you contact our Central Regional Office,
they should be able to help you with more
complete plant and animal lists and a map
of the island.

| hope you have a safe and enjoyable
holiday and look forward to your promised
map of breeding sites.

Ranger Frances
This crossword puzzle has the names of

some of the birds Tim saw or expects to
see scrambled. To complete the puzzle,

unscramble each name.

ACROSS: 1 fere roher, 5 dodyn, 6
ritekloe, 9 bidruns. DOWN: 2 geale esa, 3
yespor, 4 padnipres, 7 rent, 8 lugl.

ANSWERS
‘N6 g ‘wis) / “sedidpues
¥ ‘Aaudso g ‘ejfes eas z :umog "paguns
6 "18axl0] g ‘Appou § ‘uniay j8Bl | (SS0.0Y
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Spectacular Cairns birdwing butterfly, Ornithoptera priamus, in Bellenden Ker National Park, north
Queensland. This and the Ulysses or mountain blue butterfly, Papilo ulysses, also found in north
Queensland, while technically insects, have been declared fauna and given the protection afforded
to most native animals by the Fauna Conservation Act. While their wing patterns may vary slightly,
there is no mistaking the butterflies from their size and splashes of colour in contrast to a generally
green background.
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