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Yarra Valley Riblic Open Space Reservation

The significance of the Yarra Valley Public Open Space
Reservation's unique conservation and landscape value and potential
for passive recreational use is emphasised in the nature of proposals
in the Outline Development Plan of the Reserve. The plan provides
both an outline of the possible development of the Yarra Valley
as a metropolitan park and a guide for the continuing activity of
I.D.O. control in dealing with current applications for land use
activity.

The Plan proposes a general outline of passive and active
use areas within the Reserve — with an interlinking pedestrian/
vehicular circulation pattern and amenities areas distributed at
key points within this system. The overall significance of the
Yarra Valley for its existing characteristics, landscape and habitat
as a xmique feature within the metropolitan area is reflected in
the emphasis on passive open space proposals in the Plan, The
preservation, protection and improvement of these natural charact
eristics is intended by the development of these areas for passive
recreation use.

If public access to the Reserve is unrestricted, the very
uniqueness of this valley could well guarantee over use and destruction
of its many fine features.

Each part of the Valley can take so much pedestrian and
vehicular traffic, and only so much without damage to its environ
ment, Crude estimates of capacity must be made so as to limit the
pressure upon each feature to its capacity. Car park and amenities
areas provided in the Outline Development Plan ensure an even
distribution of pedestrians and vehicles throughout the Reserve and
provide a means of regulailing entry into the Reserve when over use
of Park facilities is threatening.

The Reservation's proposed passive and active use pattern
is based on consideration of: .

i) existing natural features and topography (stream lines,
ridge lines, flood prone areas, grade of slope

ii) natural vegetation;
iii) existing and proposed land use and road system;
iv) conservation significance (botanical quality and rarity,

mammal and bird habitat, landscape and scenic places);
and v) visual constraints (incompatible uses within and

adjoining the area eg, factory at Bulleen, dog kennels at
Warrandyte and visually intruding features eg, S.E.C, poles)
and visual asset/s (views, high points, neighbouring,
aesthetic character).

The overall open space pattern forms a continuous system
of recreational facilities interlinked by the proposed pedestrian
and ye^cular circulation - and within its broad proposals adequate
flexibility in open space types can adapt to future changes in
recreation demand.

The existing road network (sealed and loose surface) has
been adopted as the basis of the vehicular s^'stem for the Reserve,
in east-west arterial road system is proposed along each side of the
Yarra /alley Reserve vdth one main north-south connection by the
upgrading of Pitzsiramons Lane to arterial standard. Access roads
leading from these arterials are proposed to serve the active
and passive open space areas within the Reserve and provide vehicular
access to the amenities areas (car park, toilets, ki03k)proposed at
key points vdthin the sjrstem.
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_  A pedestrian system is pr0;^)osed to interlink active and
®sive use areas and amenities are^^ and form a continuous system

Y  the passive open space area th:t;'oughout the length of the .

trh^^^ Valley within the Reserve, (jr^de separation is intendedp  such pedestrian routes cross ^roads. The proposed routes of
g^®®''^Q-ys p 4 ^ indicated the Outline Plan. The con-
Action of such freeways would hav% considerable effect on the

Q^dscape and the future uses of Reserve, segmenting the area^*'0 Several distinct parts and requiping the major provision of
°cal Vehicular and pedestrian grade reparation to ensure con-
inuity within the park. The form of specific features to be
. ®^®loped xirithin the Park, such as th^j surface condition or
^^tensity of use of car parks and pedestrian routes, would be
^^dicated at the detailed design stag^. It is intended that a
®o-ordinated programme of tree plantiiig and landscaping would
® included in the overall development: of the Reserve,

The Yarra Valley Reservation, comprising an area of 4 square
®iles extending along the flood plain and adjacent slopes of the
vnlley of the Yarra River from Banksin Street, Bulleen to the
Existing Public Open Space Reserve, Povmd Bend, Varrandyte.

In the Western Section of the Reserve active open
space proposals largely incorporate thyee main areas — south of
anhie Road with access and an amenities point provided by
Somerset Parade; the area centred on tRe existing Rosanna Golf
^lub and expanded to the east and aouth with access via Cleveland
Ave. and Bonds Road ( particularly suitable for sports ovals and
horseriding ); and south of the river ̂ long Templestowe Road
Where the existing factory, the cultivated land and the S.B.C.
easement make the area less suitable for passive use and more
adaptable for active recreation development.

y. Passive open space is proposed along the length of the
Yarra River, the Plenty River and inco,tporating billabongs, to
^'iphasise the unique feature of the streams and create a unifying
continuous system, and along the steep ̂ Ippe east of the ridge at
Hendersons Road C intended to be landscaped,) providing fine
viev/s across the valley towards the east and forming a backdrop
■to the valley for views from the active use areas centred on
Cleveland Aye.

The Residential D zone east of Bonds.Road overlooks the
^^Ga of passive opsn space proposed south of the River within the
larg-e meander north of Porter Street. I*he development of such
areas bordering the River would preserve and protect the passive
characteristics of the stream and natural vegetation and give
yisual emphasis to this feature^ This area of passive open space
is also overlooked from the active use area and main north-south
arterial road proposed to the east at Fitzsimmons Lanso
S^irther east the passive open space proposal bordering the River
is expanded south to include an area of' excessively steep and
partially wooded land, unsuitable for active use developmento
The area of orchards and cultivated land east of O'Briens Lane
is more adaptable and topographically suitable for active open
space and access routes and amenities points are provided by
O'Briens Lane, V/ebsters Road and Koncktou Roado

The imique conservation and Landscai^e value of the
eastern section of the Yarra Valley Reservation is reflected in
the proposals for passive open Space throughout this areao The
generally broken terrain of small creek valleys and steep slopes
and the heavily wooded natural vegetation emphasises the suit
ability of this area for passive use® The Conservation Council
of Victoria stressed the importance of this area for its botan
ical quality and rarity ( particularly Red Box and Stringy Bark
forests ), as a mammal halbitat ( within the remaining raid-dense
forest with dense shrub layer, the presence of Grey ^
Black ;;allaby, Bohidna, Platypus, Sliders, Hativs Eats and Bats
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as a habitat for bush and water birds, and the supreme val^ie of
the Yarra Valley as a major river landscape and the good rural
and bush landscape adjoining the Yarra in this East Eltham/
Vferrandyte area, and the importance of Glynns Road Hill and
Overbank Road as a scenic place.

Active open space is proposed at three isolated areas
of cleared natural vegetation with access provided by a proposed
northern extension from Vferrandyte Road, from iVlexander Road, and
from a proposed extension of Gljmns Road respectively. Amenities
areas are also proposed at these points and these form the focus
for the network of continuous pedestrian routes bordering the
River and interlinking throughout the passive open space. It is
intended that these active open space proposals be developed for
such open type uses as golf courses v/hich provide public access
to active use but require relatively insignificant visual adapt
ation from the natural state.

Areas surrounding the Yarra Valley Open Space Reservation
have been" classified in terms of their appearance and compatibility
with the basic concepts of the proposed Park.

Slopes adjoining the Park, which have a good natural
vegetational cover and are devoid of buildings and structures,
have been classified as having a "very good" aesthetic character
and form a natural visual extension of the Park.

Tvro types of areas have a "good" classification; firstly
open grassland devoid of buildings or structures and containing
little or no tree and shrub coverage; and secondly, areas of good
natural vegetation containing isolated buildings or structures.

Existing residential development has a 'fair' classific
ation. Each area will ha.ve a varying visual impact on the Park
according to the topography of the residential areas, density of
development and quality of buildings.

Industrial areas and 3.E.G. Transmission lines and
installations have a "poor" aesthetic character. An enormous
improvement in Park amenity would be achieved by adopting the
American practice of undergrounding Transmission lines within and
adjoining thie Reserve.

The aesthetic character of the areas surrounding the
Reserve vxill influence the pattern of Park landscaping and planting
so that the effects of offending uses and ^sights are lessened, and
complementary views are emphasised.

So Balderstone
G, 0'Connor
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