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1.1 TRAIL BIKE RIDING  

A representative from the Dual Sport Motorcycle Riders Association made the following 

comments during the field assessment. 

1.1.1 Mt Machar Track 

The main route up to Mt Machar would be suitable as a beginner’s track; scenic trail 

ride and main connection route, there are a few areas where alternate track could be 

run (arrowed).  Tracks could be run parallel to the main and rated as to the degree of 

difficulty then would pose to the ride eg beginner, intermediate, and expert.  The main 

track would cater for all traffic both ways.  The alternate tracks would be one-way 

only with arrows marking the beginning and a sign to indicate when that track either 

terminated or intersected with another track or the main track.  Potential hazards for 

trail bike riders are rocks and logs on tracks, although these are usually a good self-

limiting factor for speed, there are areas that are too steep and rocky, the cattle track 

could be followed in some of these areas. 

1.1.2 Top of Mt Machar and Cooke’s Tableland 

The Top of Mt Machar as a stepping point/breather break/lookout is fine.  The track 

along the Razorback could form part of the main route, a very scenic drive through 

the property.  The single lane area would not normally be a problem for bike/bike 

two-way use but it might pose a problem for bike/4WD use.  Half hourly direction 

changes would solve this problem. 

The main route from the Mt Hennessey Caravan would be fine, plenty of width in the 

road for two way traffic almost right through.  Cooke’s Hut Valley has a number of 

possible alternative tracks, which could be run off the main track along existing cattle 

tracks with minimum effort for maximum effect. 



1.1.3 General comments 

Cooke’s Hut and Tableland as a camping site for Trail bike riders would have limited 

appeal, most bikes would be transported by trailer and most riders would park/camp 

at Casuarina Day Use Area / Camping Ground and ride the remainder of the Park.  

The current facilities would be fine in terms of toilets, BBQ areas and camping areas 

except for hot water in showers. 

Rider/user code needs to be developed, a well sign posted as well as a flyer to be 

handed out to first time visitors.  Dual Sport Motorcycle Riders Association already 

has a rider’s code that may be suitable.  Trail bikes with inappropriate mufflers may 

be a problem across the park and all bikes should be required to pass a noise test – 

recommend 97 decibels.  A Motorcycling Queensland Recreation licence that carries 

an insurance covenant should be a pre-requisite for all motor cyclists. 

Generally, a system for rating/grading tracks to suit rider ability as red arrows – 

expert, green arrows – intermediate, yellow arrows – beginners.  The skill/fitness 

level would relate to the rider level – expert, intermediate – beginner/novice.  The 

beginner tracks/routes would need to be shorter loops where as the expert loops could 

be up to 80/100 km long.  All levels should be able to traverse the homestead to 

Cooke’s Hut track safely. 

1.2 FOUR-WHEEL DRIVING  

Representatives of the Four-Wheel Drive clubs reported the following during field 

visits:  

1.2.1 Casuarina Day Use Area to Cooke’s Tableland and Black Duck Creek 

Valley 

The track from the Casuarina Day Use Area to Cooke’s Tableland and then out of the 

Park through Black Duck Creek Valley “would be suitable for a one day 4WD tour or 

week-end camping tour as the track is easy to traverse in a 4WD vehicle.  This section 

rates as easy to medium and requires basic 4WD skills.”  Members of the Four-wheel 

Drive clubs recommended that all drivers have completed a National 4WD Club 

Competency-Based Training program to the basic level. 



1.2.2 Mt Machar Track 

Travelling up the Mt Machar Track would not present too many safety issues.  

Descending potentially is more of an issue as some activities could pick up speed and 

potentially meet up with ascending traffic.  As a general guide, the speed limit for 

vehicles should be <30kph).  Some alternative descent routes should be considered.  

Traffic could be staggered, based on hourly runs.  Markers could be placed on tracks 

to indicate areas where vehicles can be parked. Flooding, slippery conditions are an 

issue on the initial access points; some positive measures need to be taken to counter 

this environmental impact.  Erosion measures should also be incorporated on the 

track itself especially in areas where high erosion is a possibility.  The track narrows 

in places, however bays would provide passing possibilities.  Section with drop off 

both sides would need to be “one-way” or controlled by signals eg.  As used in mines.   

1.2.3 Cooke’s Tableland 

Representatives of the Four-wheel Drive clubs expressed a concern regarding visitor 

safety if camping is permitted on Cooke’s Tableland.  “Fire may be an issue when 

camping up on Cooke’s Tableland; presumably, there are two ways out during a fire.  

As a general guide, there should be a common UHF radio frequency for 

communication with Park Management.”   

The only other issue for Cooke’s Tableland would was the mode of transport up to the 

viewpoints.  That is once you are at the top; the various vantage points should be 

accessed by walking only.  The access mode to the Tableland should be by permitted 

groups, guided eco- tours, or 4WD clubs.  Interpretive markers/ maps would be 

useful. 

1.2.4 Casuarina Day Use Area to Abbott’s Yards and on to Flaggy Creek or to 

Top Yards 

The track from Casuarina Day Use Area to Abbott’s Yards and on to Flaggy Creek or 

to Top Yards is a relatively flat and easy drive in one day.  There is limited interest 

other than for access to campsites and excursions.  Representatives suggested that, 

access by vehicle to these areas should be limited and camping numbers be restricted 



and provide only basic service.  Some tracks could be developed for Four-wheel 

driving, however this area would be better utilized for campsites and track / trails for 

passive activities, as the drive and scenery is repetitive.  Additionally, wet conditions 

could be an issue in severe situations.  Flooding may be an issue under certain 

conditions. 

Four-wheel Drive club representatives concluded that, “the Blackfellow Creek area is 

best suited for excursion tours for 4WDs to access campsites and walk through to 

vantage points”. 

1.3 HORSE RIDING 

Representatives of Horse Riding clubs participating in the field visits reported the 

following: 

1.3.1 Homestead to Mt Machar Track and on to Cooke’s Tableland 

The track leading from the Homestead to Mt Machar Track and on to Cooke’s 

Tableland is suitable for horse riding.  It is a good wide track with good footing.  All 

levels of riders can use this track at their own pace.  However, beginners will need to 

be accompanied by an experienced leader. As the track is quite steep and testing, only 

fit horses should be used, not really suitable for horses that are unfit unless ridden 

slowly with several rest breaks.  Soil quite suitable, soft and not a lot of rocks.  Does 

not appear that it would be too slippery unless rain was excessive.  Horse riding 

would have minimal impact on the track relative to vehicles to minimise impact do not 

use the track in extreme wet weather.  Secondary spurs are much more difficult and 

only suitable for experienced riders. 

Speed limits would need to apply to vehicle traffic as it may startle some horses if 

travelling fast but at normal speed as terrain allows, most horses would not worry.  

Make all users aware that there are other activities in use and that a code of conduct 

is in place.  Vehicles and horses together is not too bad as there is room for horses to 

get off the side.  However there is a need for a right of way hierarchy for safety or use 

at different times.  Different tracks for different uses not really suitable as this is the 

only track to the high country. 



1.3.2 Cooke’s Tableland 

The representatives of trail horse and endurance riding clubs suggested that Cooke’s 

Tableland is a pleasant riding area and much easier on the horse.  The Tableland is 

an ideal place for a lunch break on a trail ride or over night camp.  Good water and 

dams, Horses travelling at speed will require water after climbing the hill.  Less of an 

issue for trail riding or non-competitive training rides/trail rides.  For trail riders to 

have a picnic lunch it would be nice but not essential to have a hitching rail for the 

horses a simple bush toilet, would suffice.  Overnight yards would be a luxury.  

Ideally, it would be great to have a tack drop down from Cooke’s Tableland back to 

Blackfellow Creek Valley or to join up to Gordon Country or exit via Black Duck 

Creek Valley.  Cattle tick issues need to be considered if travelling into Gordon 

Country. 

1.3.3 Cooke’s Hut 

Horse club representatives said Cooke’s Hut would be an ideal horse campsite for 

trail riding.  One could leave Casuarina Day Use Area early in the morning, lunch at 

Tableland, camp at Cook’s Hut and return to Glen Rock next day via either Black 

Duck Creek Valley Road, (The entire loop is 56 km).  Alternatively, a return trip back 

up to the Tableland across Mount Hennessy etc would be acceptable.  This is an ideal 

two day trail ride or suitable for a leg of an endurance ride with a rest stop 

somewhere along the way.” 

Club members indicated, Cooke’s Hut has no real limitations for horse camping, with 

existing suitable yards, however prior experience indicates flood risks on creek bed 

approaches to Cooke’s Hut. 

1.3.4 Casuarina Day Use Area to Abbott’s Yards to Flaggy Creek or Top 

Yards and the National Park Boundary 

The track from Casuarina Day Use Area to Abbott’s Yards and on to either Flaggy 

Creek or Top Yards and the Main Range National Park Boundary.  The track is fine 

for horse riding with ample watering points for horses available at many places on 

this track.  The track is narrow and blind in places, large numbers of four-wheel drive 



traffic on this road may become a safety issue.  Top yards are suitable as a lunch stop 

or camping area although quite close to the Casuarina Day Use Area.  Yards already 

located here.  An alternative route back to Casuarina Day Use Area on a separate 

track to other uses would be ideal.  This track is suitable for beginners, and unfit 

horses, however, navigation skills may be required at all sites if leaving marked trails 

or road.  Flooding is an issue in the valleys, and the track is probably not suitable in 

wet weather”, the Horse riding club members concluded. 

1.4 WALKING AND STUDYING 

Bushwalkers of all ages and fitness levels contributed the following comments during 

field assessments. 

1.4.1 Homestead to Mt Machar Track 

“Homestead to Mt Machar Track is quite suitable for bushwalking; there are a 

number of different spots (gullies) for nature/bird watching.  The walk would be too 

steep for most bird watchers after the 1st or 2nd sections. There would be very little 

impact except possibly at Rock Wallaby point.  As bushwalkers and nature studiers 

would be walking from the Casuarina Day Use Area.  Only the keenest (and fittest) 

would try for the full walk.  Much more likely, that most bird watchers would stay in 

the valleys or be dropped off at Cooke’s Tableland. 

Noise from other users (mechanical) might be an issue and safety if track is to be used 

by vehicles and horses. 

1.4.2 Cooke’s Tableland 

Bushwalkers indicated that accessing Cooke’s Tableland for bushwalking is best 

achieved from Black Duck Creek end, as entry from the Mt Machar Track is too steep.  

Views are the only real attraction therefore a track with views on either side of the 

Tableland would be ideal.  Having a set of toilets located in a picnicking area would 

be great, but most people would be happy to dig a pit toilet when bush camping.  

Access to water would be handy but not essential. 



1.4.3 Cooke’s Hut 

Cooke’s Hut is a very suitable campsite and the pockets of rainforest would be good 

for nature watching.  Flooding might be an issue but not enough, to not use the site, 

just a matter of planning ahead. 

Toilets would be great, but generally for bush camping you dig your own pit toilet 

and carry in your own water.  Fire sites would be helpful, but not essential as most 

people use gas.  A walking loop track along Black Duck Creek with sign posts (up 

graded cattle track) in a loop would be helpful for birder watchers and nature studies 

on their own but not essential.  If walkers could use the cattle tracks along the Creek 

then there would be unlikely to be any conflict of use. 

1.4.4 Casuarina Day Use Area / Camping Ground Area to Abbot’s Yards 

A very suitable walk from Casuarina Day Use Area / Camping Ground to Abbot’s 

Yards along or near Blackfellow Creek.  Fence it off from cattle and replanting with 

natives once lantana has been removed would make for a more pleasant walk   A bird 

hide could be put in along the Creek at a permanent waterhole to allow undisturbed 

viewing of wildlife.  Ban swimming etc at this viewing area. 

Bushwalking and nature study in Flaggy Creek Valley would be best along the Creek 

and preferably on both sides in a loop going back to Blackfellow Creek and on to 

Abbot’s Yards and the Casuarina Day Use Area. 

1.4.5 Top Yards 

Top Yards has good birding potential with a number of walks possible up the 

watercourses and streams, like Shady Creek.  Birding up Shady Creek in 1999 was 

very good.  Again it is really too far in without a 4WD drop off point, still it has 

potential for a day outing with a 4WD, similar to Flaggy Creek.  Recommend only 

foot traffic up Shady Creek, though less able birders probably would not walk too far 

up Shady Creek. 

A walk from Top Yards to the National Park Boundary would be an excellent walk 

with a drop off point at Top yards and walking only from Top Yards.  Given the 



terrain and the way in which various recreational activities would be on top of each 

other, this area should be fenced off at the Top Yards section as a 

scientific/conservation/ buffer zone for the adjoining National Park.  Fire threat to the 

National Park is too serious to allow vehicle through traffic or open fires. 

Since the track is so close to Blackfellow Creek, noise would be a very real issue with 

bird watchers.  It is recommend closure of this area with limited foot traffic.  

Maintenance of the area as a restricted area is recommended at least until a full and 

thorough survey of all fauna and flora has been completed and given the results of 

that survey further planning for usage of the area is completed. 

If horses and vehicles were excluded then bird watching and perhaps mountain bike 

recreational activities (not races) are possible”, the Bushwalkers concluded. 

1.5 BIKE RIDING 

Representatives of a number of bike riding clubs provided the following comments 

during the field assessment process.  “The area is good for riding.  Track variations 

exist along the creek area and main road system.   A site register/log book is needed 

so the managers know how many people are out in the area and a site map showing 

existing main tracks and features would be very useful.” 

1.5.1 Homestead to Mt Machar Track and on to Cooke’s Tableland 

The track leading from the Homestead to Mt Machar Track and on to Cooke’s 

Tableland, “is not suitable for average bike` riding.  Creek crossing may be difficult 

on a mountain bike, across cultivated sectio is okay, very open, reasonable climbing 

gradient maybe difficult in wet weather due to black soil.  Have to select tyres 

carefully, powdery (problems on climb) Okay on traverse sections.  The track is okay 

for club touring on lower slopes/technical climb, rough, fitness levels need to be high 

not suitable for novice riders.  Upper reaches very rocky and difficult having a track 

off the main vehicle access.  May have issues with passing 4WD’s.  Excellent view, 

but not a lot of interest in the climb itself – bit of a slog suited to more macho rider. 



1.5.2 Cooke’s Tableland  

Very suitable undulating, smooth track, gradients not too steep, providing greater 

opportunities for the novice rider.  Problem is that they have to get there first.  Better 

area for single-track riding, appears to be a good range of shoot off tracks from the 

ridge site.  Possible clove leaf configurations could be made on existing logging 

tracks.  Good scope here for mixture fire trail & single track experiences. 

1.5.3 Cooke’s Hut and Black Duck Creek Valley 

Good flowing track – mixture of fast downhill and moderate climbing, nice 

switchbacks.  Has shade cover along circuit, numerous creek crossings which could 

get interesting.  Lack of single track but appears to be a lot of side cow tracks, these 

are ideal as single tracks. 

Long bike ride – water and food carriage an issue, would probably deter the less fit 

rider. Would suit more advanced groups in terms of fitness.  Skill level not high to 

negotiate tracks. Lack of variety for some, i.e. need for single tracks off side of vehicle 

track.  Maybe use cow tracks. 

Directional arrows – distance markers (make them multi-disciplinary).  Water a must 

at the hut (drinking).  Possible camping would be nice. 

1.5.4 Casuarina Day Use Area to Abbott’s Yards and on to Flaggy Creek or to 

Top Yards 

The track from the Casuarina Day Use Area to Abbott’s Yards and on to Flaggy 

Creek or to Top Yards is a good distance. Good variation for different user levels, 

from low to medium level of fitness.  Soil could pose a problem in wet conditions. 

Casuarina Day Use Area to Abbott’s Yards is a good short ride and then onto top 

yards is a good day ride from base area.  There are many cattle tracks running 

parallel on either side of main track with plenty of shade.  Good to have a loop track. 



1.6 CAMPING  

Representativeness of groups from all the outdoor recreational activities gave 

comments on camping during the field assessments.  A summary of their comments is 

given in the following paragraphs.  

Glen Rock Regional Park could provide several types of camping experience.  Firstly 

a more developed camping area such as the Casuarina Day Use Area with more 

facilities and easy access.  Secondly, there could be less developed camping areas 

such as Cooke’s Tableland and Cooke’s Hut with fewer facilities that are less 

accessible and can be accessed by walking, riding or 4WDing.  Some people are 

prepared to dig their own individual pit toilet but a lot of people will not, therefore 

construction of pit toilets or composting toilets is recommended. 

1.6.1 Cooke’s Tableland 

Accessing Cooke’s Tableland for camping is best achieved from Black Duck Creek, as 

entry from the Mt Machar Track is too steep.  Views are the only real attraction 

therefore a camp near views on either side of the Tableland would be ideal.  Having a 

set of toilets located in camping area would be ideal, but most people would be happy 

to dig a pit toilet when bush camping.  Access to water would be ideal but not 

essential. 

1.6.2 Cooke’s Hut 

Very suitable if access could be gained from Black Duck Creek Valley Road.  

Excellent campsite and the pockets of rainforest would be good for nature studies.  

Flooding might be an issue but not enough not to use the site, just a matter of 

planning ahead. 

Toilets would be beneficial as some people are prepared to dig their own individual 

pit toilet but a lot of people will not, therefore pit toilets or composting toilets are 

recommended.  Provision of drinking water would be an advantage but people could 

bring their own water.  Fire sites would be helpful, but not essential as most people 

use gas.  A walking loop track along the creek with sign posts (up graded cattle track) 

in a loop would be helpful for bird watchers on their own but is not essential. 



1.6.3 Mt Machar 

Mt Machar as a camping site would have limited appeal, most mountain bikes would 

be transported by trailer, and the majority of riders would camp or park at the closest 

site to entry point and ride the remainder distance.  As a stepping point/breather or 

breakpoint the lookout area is suitable. 

1.6.4 Flaggy Creek 

Camping in Flaggy Creek without a 4WD drop off is not really an option here for 

most bushwalkers, bird watching, and other types of nature study visitors.  Though 

there is probably good for birding and could be visited on a day or morning outing 

from the main camp ground in a 4WD vehicle. 

If camping facilities were provided in Flaggy Creek area, toilets would be used on a 

day outing basis.  Water an advantage but not essential.  The site could be used as a 

lunch spot but it is doubted that bird watchers as a group would camp here.  

Individual, family or parties might camp here if they had a 4WD and possibly during 

the week.  Most four-wheel drivers are self-reliant and require only basic services.  

1.6.5 Top Yards 

Recreation club representatives suggested that if the Top Yards is established as a 

camping area perhaps, Shady Creek itself might become a conservation area with 

access only to bushwalkers and bird watchers. 


