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J. Nagels and J de
Wael discuss the
Province of Antwerp,
and its most famous
park— Rivierenhof.
Situated close to the
17th IFPRA World
Congress Conference,
delegates can spend
their recreational
time in this park of
outstanding natural
beauty and learn
something of the
history of Rivierenhof
and the Province of
Antwerp.
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17th IFPRA World Congress
In Antwerp (Belgium)

The Province of Antwerp supports the
IFPRA-Congress and looks forward to
meeting IFPRA-Delegates in

The Province House.

he Province of Antwerp

has given full support to

the organisation of the next
IFPRA World Conference in
September 1995 providing The
Province House as the venue for
delegates' accommodation.

The Province House of
Antwerp

The Province House contains the
offices of the provincial
administration, the Assembly Halls
of the Provincial Council, the
Executive Board of the province
and the Governor's office, as well
as an auditorium and numerous
smaller meeting rooms, which are
all equipped with modern
conference apparatus.

Province House is situated in
the south of the city near the
international hotels Holiday-Inn
and Sofitel. In front of the Congress
venue is one of Antwerp's most
beautiful city parks. Towards the
medieval centre of Antwerp regular
public transport is easily available.

The Province of Antwerp

Antwerp is one of the biggest
managers of park and recreation
areas in Belgium. The Province
owns 18 ‘Provincial Domains’,
which are open spaces with a lot
of recreational facilities. Some of
themn will be visited during the 1995
Congress. One of these areas,

situated nearest to the City of
Antwerp, is Rivierenhof.

Rivierenhof, Provincial Domain
in the city of Antwerp

A celebration of the 70th
anniversary of the opening to the
public of the provincial park
Rivierenhof in Deurne L Antwerp
took place on the 7th May 1993.

The decision to make the
acquisition was taken in 1921 by
two votes for, two votes against
and two abstentions. The deciding
vote was made by Governor van
de Werve de Schilde and despite
the provincial council (who had to
provide the funds) having several
‘objections, they eventually agreed
and submitted the funds.

This decision results in the fact
that people can now enjoy the
open space that enters from the
country into town along the river
Schyn. In fact, from this river the
name ‘Rivierenhof' is derived.

Back to the past
The first traces of the park can be
found in the 14th century, when the
grounds on which the castle were
built are mentioned. In the 15th
century the name ‘Rivieren’ estate
is used for the first time, when an
Antwerp merchant built his
cottage.

Afterwards the estate had
several owners until in 1618 the
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Jesuits obtained the property of the
estate and turned it into a country
residence for the professors and
students of their order.

Even at that time the park was
the lungs of the town, where the
priests opened the park for the
local people during the time of the
plague. However, on the
suspension of the orderin 1773 the
park was among the Jesuits assets
confiscated.

In 1776 the Rivierenhof was
bought by John Baptist Cogels, an
Antwerp banker. He renovated the
castle and the gardens in the style
of the time. The castle was rebuilt
in a classicist style and the
gardens were restored by a Dutch
landscaper.

In 1778 Cogels bought the
Steckshof and the Neerhof, two
farms in the neighbourhood. This
extended the entire area of
parkiand to 86 hectares. The
estate was owned by the Cogels
family and their descendants for
more than 150 years, but in 1921
this changed when the
descendants were forced to sell
the estate. At this time, the
province bought the ‘Rivierenhof’.

The first years as a public park
It was almost two years before the
park was opened to the public.
Even after the opening, the park
was further improved. The castle
was converted to a cafe-
restaurant-hotel. Ponds were dug,
tree lanes were planted, sports
fields were constructed, plant
collections were built up, events
took place in the park and sports
meetings were organised. Also,
there were agricultural and
horticultural exhibitions and
cultural events like open-air
concerts.

However, not long after the
opening, the park went through a
bad time. During World War I, the
German invaders built hangars
and later the Allies used a big area
for storage of war material. It was
ten years before all the war
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features were removed.

The last decades
During the fifties, the Rivierenhof
park became the favourite local
leisure facility. Due to the
popularity of the motor car in the
sixties, most people came to the
park by car. This meant the
surrounding area and even the
borders of the park had to be used
for the expansion of the nearby
roads. Consequently, the park is
now surrounded by busy roads.
However, at present more
areas of the park are being given
over to pedestrians and the main
park area is being rebuilt so it is
pleasant for people to walk in.

The many faces of the park

In the park, different parts can be
distinguished and each has its own
feature. The historical part contains
the castle and the surrounding
area. These are the beeches
behind the castle; the pond in
front of the castle and the tre
alleys. Trees have been
replanted during the last
years but the shape of the
original planting is
conserved.

Another area of
the park is covered
by sports fields.
This is
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Above: Sport is a regular
pastime in the park
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Above: visitors to Rivierenhof, enjoy a guided tour
and learn the history of Antwerp's most beautiful
park.

Below: Children have many educational visits to the
park, including nature frials, traffic garden, a fairytale
house and a farm.
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important, as public health requires
a place for people to exercise.
Tennis and football is played and
even some less known sports have
their place in the park. In fact, the
‘Rivierenhof can be considered as
the home of korfball.

An untouched part of the park
is situated along the banks of the
river Schyn. Here, there are still
wet meadows with their typical
flowers and wetland bushes that
form a shelter for the birds. Man-
made dykes that were constructed
recently stop dirty water from the
river Schyn polluting this area. This
part is the favourite place of the
nature lover.

Scattered throughout the park
are landscaped gardens. These
include the rosary, the arboretum,
the ‘garden of the hardy plants’, the
rock garden. It is a pity that there
is no longer a maze; unfortunately,
it was damaged by road
construction, water damage and
vandalism.

A park for everyone

Besides sports grounds, ponds
and gardens, there are other
constructions with a mainly cultural
and educational purpose. These
include:

@ an open-air theatre

@ a children's traffic garden,
where children learn how to
behave in the traffic

@® afairytale house and a
childrens farm, visited by school
classes

Groups wishing to visit the park
can reserve a guided tour. A guide
will accompany a group around the
park, informing them of the history
and of the nature in the park. Of
course, it is also possible for
someone to visit the park on their
own, where a plan and a brochure
would act as a guide.

@ For further information
on the 17th World Congress
In Antwerp contact:
Vereniging Voor Openbaar
Groen, Sint-Jansstraat 7a,

B-8000 Brugge.




" POST-CONGRESS EXCURSION TO BRUGES
9 SEPTEMBER 1995

14.30-16.30
OPTIONAL GUIDED VISIT
BY BUS TO SOUTH BRUGES

Mr. W. Adriansens

Ex i)
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RECENTLY PLANTED AVENUES TORHOUTSESTEENWEG EN GISTELSESTEENWEG
Up to the 1900rds the approachings to the Bruges town centre were provided with elegant avenue trees, which
disappeared for the most part because of the modernisation of the roads.

. Where possible the approachings are nowadays again transformed into green avenues. More than 500 trees have been
planted in the last few years.

GREEN CENTRAL SQUARES OF SINT ANDRIES AND SINT MICHIELS

The parkingspaces in front of the municipality halls have been transformed into colourful gardens, so the centre of each
municipality got a green heart. Perennials, combined with annuals and bushes do create a blooming accent.

PARK AND CASTLE OF TUDOR
The park at the Tudor Castle, 40 ha, came into the city's possession in 1982. The estate with many alleys and forestry

enloses an ornamental garden near the castle next to the walled vegetable garden and an aromatic botanical garden.
You can find here hundreds of herbs, fruit trees, dyeing plants, agricultural vegetation and cudmeeds.

BEISBROEK
In 1972 this 98 ha of forest and park was purchased by the city of Bruges. It contains a 19th century manor, which has
been appointed into an astronomical observatory and nature centre.
@ BouDEWIINPARK
The Boudewijnpark is 17 ha. This recreation park has an upper town influenced atmosphere.
The busy frequented park contains 20.000 annuals.
FLOWERING OF THE CANAL BANKS

Every year iie city of Bruges does hang 500 flower boxes alongside ii:e canal banks. The owners of the
boatexcursionscompanies do provide the flowering at the bording

CONGRESS-SECRETARY V.V.0.G. SINT-JANSSTRAAT 7 b B-8000 BRUGGE BELGIUM TEL. +32 50 33 21 33 FAX. +32 50 33 20 62
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 POST-CONGRESS EXCURSION TO BRUGES
9 SEPTEMBER 1995

10.30-12.30
GUIDED WALK THROUGH
THE CENTRE OF THE TOWN

Mr. W. Adriansens
Mr. J.P. Drubbel
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BURG (1)
The name “Burg” refers to the Castle of the Counts, built in 864 as protection aOgainst the attacks from the Northmen.

The main waterways and country-roads did meet here, where lies the source of the actual city of Brugge. The trees on
the Burg were planted in 1800 after the demolishing of the St.-Donation Cathedral.

HUIDEVETTERSPLEIN (2)

This very attractive square has been named after the Huidevettershuis, the former guildhall of the tanners. This building
was erected around 1630. The managers do take care of the flowering of the pavement.

STEENHOUWERSDIJK (3)
The togetherness of the historical buildings, the water and the verdure do form the city image.
KONINGIN ASTRIDPARK (4)

The 'Koningin Astridpark’ is the eldest Bruges city park. It was created in 1851 on the grounds of the former
Minderbroeder-convent. The 2,5 ha park offers decorative flower-bads in the shape and with species occuring at the
turn of the century.

MUSEUM GARDENS OF GROENINGE AND GRUUTHUSE (5)

The Bruges museums are nestled in a green area.
The Arentspark was orginally created as a statue garden in 1985.
Every year 2000 annual plants are planted in the Groeninge museum area.

WALPLEIN (6)

In the middle ages there was practical no public verdure, only cloisters and wealthy citizens owned private greenery.
Since half way the last century the city authorities did plant up streets and squares on a large scale. Also the Walplein
was provided with 13 limetrees.

BEGUINAGE (7)

By entering the Beguinage one undergoes an inevitable impression of quietness. Poplars and limes ares dispensed
over a large grassy surface, where in the spring the daffodils are flourishing properously.

MINNEWATERPARK (8)

For ages this area was used as a bleachery meadow. In 1977 those 1,5 ha open space was transformed into a park.
Numerous trees, shrubs and bushes as well as perennials were planted. Every year, a gigantic begonia assortment
(some 10.000 tuberous begonias) gives a dazzling beaty.

BEGIJNVEST (9)

Originally, the Begijnvest as a part of the former defence circle (13th century). The Begijnvest was transformed into a
green walk between 1882 and 1891 and is part of the 7 km green rempart around the city.

GARDEN OF 'OUD SINT JAN' (10)

When the Sint-Janshospital moved into their new place out of town in 1985 their garden was shaped into a large mixed
border. The remnants of the orchard was integrated in the garden.
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