
Year  Title Concept  

July 1993 The Preferred Pattern 

of Urban 

Development for 

South East 

Queensland 

(Chapter 7 – The Preferred Pattern of 

Urban Development, Pg 76.) 

• More contained and compact urban 

development with the main urban 

areas being Metropolitan Brisbane, 

the Sunshine Coast, The Gold Coast 

and Toowoomba. 

• Pattern of urban development will be 

contained within four major areas – 

the Brisbane Metropolitan Area, the 

Sunshine Coast, Albert/Gold Coast 

and Toowoomba – separated by rural 

areas and an open space system.  

• Development of a regional open space 

system (ROSS), including significant 

urban open space components, which 

will preserve regional landscape 

values, separate the main urban 

areas, and articulate different 

urban districts. 

(Chapter 8 – Regional Environment, Pg 

93.) 

Proposed ROSS achieved one of the key 

features of the Vision: 

“A number of discrete human scale 

Regional Centres by a network of 

green open spaces.. (and)…The region’s 

natural assets including air, water, forests, 

riverine and coastal areas.. will be 

protected and managed.” 

Chapter 9 – The Settlement Pattern, 

Pg.97) 

Strategy – The ROSS should be 

developed and key areas of inter-urban 

land should be protected and managed or 

acquired.  

July 1993 Open Space and 

Recreation (A Policy 

Paper of the 

SEQ2001 Project) 

Importance of Open Space in the Region 

(pg.40) 

Importance of ROSS in the SEQ context will 

be the provision of: 

• A regional frame that provides the 

underlying structure to the diverse 

elements of the region linking the 

mountains through to the bay and 

coast 

• Edges and boundaries to 

metropolitan and urban centres 

thereby contributing to their identity 

in the region. 



• Distinguishable boundaries and 

buffers to shape urban growth  

• To frame, edge and shape urban 

development (which could 

consequently contain urban sprawl) 

pg. 47. 

February 

1994 

The Regional 

Framework for 

Growth Management 

for South East 

Queensland 

Regional Open Space System (ROSS) 

Principle 5.5 – Open space resources in 

the region should be used to separate 

urban areas. Pg.27 

The Urban Pattern – Urban Growth 

Principle 6.1 – The pattern of urban 

development in SEQ over the next 20 

years should be based on Brisbane, 

Sunshine Coast, Gold Coast and 

Toowoomba – separated by rural and 

rural residential areas with their own 

local urban centres and open space 

network. 

Principle 6.4 – The non-urban, 

environmental space areas between the 

four major urban areas should be 

protected from significant urban 

development  

July 1997 Report On The 

Findings of the 

Review Committee 

for Open Space 

Planning 

Arrangements in 

South East 

Queensland  

Key issues: 

• The need for arrangements for the 

protection of Open Space in SEQ 

rather than to simply provide it. 

• The Urban Development Institute of 

Australia expressed concerns about 

the farming lobby attempts to have a 

situation where urban development 

becomes an option if a particular rural 

pursuit no longer is viable.” 

Objective of Open space 

To protect, through equitable processes, the 

regionally significant open space of South 

East Queensland for present and future 

generations. (pg.14) 

 

May 1998 South East 

Queensland Regional 

Framework for 

Growth Management 

1998 

The RFGM building on earlier SEQ 2001 

Frameworks and consolidates updates and 

agreed strategies and actions required to 

protect and enhance the region’s 

environmental, social and economic assets.  

Regional Landscape (pg.41) 

5.5 – Local Government planning schemes 

will incorporate the regional landscape 

strategy land and protect land having regional 

significance for; separation of urban areas. 



 

 

Urban Growth Principles (pg.46) 

6.5 – The non-urban, environmental and open 

space areas between the four major urban 

areas should be protected from significant 

urban and rural residential development 

6.6 – Where there is conflict between 

potential land sues, urban residential or other 

urban development should take priority over 

the use of land for rural residential 

development.  

December 

2000 

South East 

Queensland Regional 

Framework for 

Growth Management 

2000  

Regional Landscape (pg 42-43) 

Principle 5.5 – Local Government Planning 

schemes will incorporate landscape strategy 

lands and protect land having regional 

significance for – separation of urban areas. 

Priority Actions 5.1 – Develop a policy and 

an operational plan to define, identify and 

protect regionally significant open space 

within in SEQ.  

Urban Growth  Principle (pg.46) 

6.1 – The pattern of development in SEQ to 

year 2016 should be based around the four 

major urban areas – Brisbane Metropolitan, 

the Sunshine Coast, the Gold Coast and 

Toowoomba – separated by rural areas with 

their own local urban centres and an open 

space network. 

6.5 – The non-urban, environmental and open 

space areas between the four major urban 

areas should be protected from significant 

urban and rural residential development.  

October 2004 Draft South East 

Queensland Regional 

Plan – For 

Consultation 

Mechanism to manage growth in SEQ  

- Clear identification and protection of 

regional landscape and rural production areas 

from inappropriate development. 

Urban Structure – Strategic direction (pg.10) 

Enhancing the identities of regional 

communities. 

Growing urban areas will be contained and 

framed by regional landscape and rural 

production areas to preserve key inter-urban 

breaks that define the extent and character of 

regional communities. These inter-urban 

breaks range in scale from those separating 

the Brisbane metropolitan area and the Gold 

and Sunshine Coasts, to smaller inter-urban 

breaks defining local settlements. The 

preferred structure also encourages the 



consolidation of growth within and 

immediately adjacent to rural townships. 

Regional Landscape and Rural Production 

Area – (pg.20) 

Inter-urban breaks – separate major urban 

areas and are dominated by rural and natural 

landscapes. Broad intent: Inter-urban breaks 

area managed as non-urban areas supporting 

activities that reinforce their natural and rural 

character.  

Urban Form – (pg.28) 

Principle 2.1 – Urban Pattern 

Consolidate the region’s urban development 

footprint, provide for discrete urban areas 

separated by inter-urban breaks. Reduce ad-

hoc and dispersed development and improve 

links between residential areas, employment 

locations and transport services.  

Strategies S2.3 – Protect inter-urban breaks 

to separate and frame discrete urban 

settlement patterns.  

November 

2004 

Alternative patterns 

of development for 

South East 

Queensland – 

Summary evaluation 

report  

• The pattern of growth has occurred 

along the coastline esp. Gold Coast 

(pg.14) 

• Regional planning intent as at 2004 

map. (P22) clearly shows intent to 

extend Logan urban areas south and 

Gold Coast urban areas northwards, 

but an area of ‘protected greenspace’ 

shown as separating the intended 

urban areas at Pimpama. 

• Key issues for current trends as at 

2004 (p.49/50): 

   Impacts on environmental and 

landscapes values in: 

a. ag lands west of sunshine coast urban 

areas, north of Maroochy R. 

b. Rocky Point Canelands ‘under threat 

of urban development for some years’ 

but this threat now greatly dissipated 

as a result of the NE Gold Coast 

study. 

c. Southern expansion of sunshine coat 

urban areas into forest adjacent to 

Pumicestone Passage. 

d. Rural expansion into ag.lands in 

Laidley Shire and north Beaudesert 

Shire. 

• ‘The inter-urban breaks along the 

cast will remain under threat’ 



pg.50.critical area is Rocky Point 

Canelands, next is Sunshine Coast – 

Caboolture. Fragmented style of 

development exacerbates impacts on 

environmental and landscape values. 

• P.52 key issues is to limit the impacts 

of ever-increasing urban footprint 

along the coast. “To achieve this it  

will be necessary to identify fixed 

limits to the extent of urban growth.” 

 

 

June 2005 Consultation Report 

on Draft SEQRP 

2005-2026 

Pg. 64 – IUB 

• Support for IUB and for maintaining 

open space between cities and towns: 

Specific requests included IUB 

between: Brisbane & Gold Coast, 

Brisbane & Logan & Beenleigh; 

Beaudesert Shire & Logan City: 

Brisbane & Ipswich; Redlands  & 

Logan; Caboolture & Caloundra; 

Caloundra & Maroochydore; 

Coomera& Yatala; Thorlands & 

Victoria Pint/Cleveland. 

• Recognise IUB in planning schemes 

and protect them through regulation. 

• IUB should be managed at local level 

• IUB not supported: viable 

development options should be 

considered  

• Cane lands should not be identified as 

IUB: Should be used for development 

rather than green infill within Urban 

Footprint. 

• Prepare local plans  and 

implementation programs for IUB 

• Green belts/IUB are important to 

wellbeing. 

• Rural residential development, 

appropriately controlled, should be 

allowed in IUB as it would still 

maintain the IUB breaks values. 

• Draft plan fails to identitfy IUB 

within the UF and are important for 

identity and lifestyle and major IUB. 

  

June 2005 SEQ RP 2005-2026 Enhancing the identity of regional 

communities (pg.12) 

• Growing urban areas will be 



contained and framed by the RLRPA 

to preserve IUB: defining extent & 

character of regional communities. 

• IUB range in scale from a separation 

of Brisbane metropolitan area and to 

the Gold and Sunshine Coast, to 

smaller IUB defining local 

settlements. 

• Encourages consolidating growth 

within immediately adjacent rural 

townships.  

DRO3 – Table 4 Regional landscape areas 

(pg.38) 

Inter-urban breaks: separate major urban 

areas, towns and villages and are dominated 

by rural and natural landscapes. 

Planning intent: IUB area maintained and 

managed as non-urban areas supporting 

activities that reinforce their natural and rural 

character. 

 

 

June 2005 South East 

Queensland Regional 

Plan 2005-2026, 

Office of Urban 

Management  

 

December 

2008 

Draft South East 

Queensland Regional 

Plan 2009-2031 

 

July 2009 South East 

Queensland Regional 

Plan 2009-2031  

Consultation Report 

• Should clearly identify and project 

major IUB. 

• Concern was expressed about the 

Sunshine Coast-greater Brisbane IUB 

• Decisions made: clarify and enhance 

policies and programs addressing the 

identification, protection and 

management of major IUB, especially 

Moreton bay – Sunshine Coast IUB 

• Concerns about threats to 

Pumicestone Passage catchment. 

• It was suggested that IUB across SEQ 

be recognised and named as part of 

the process. 

• Suggested that Southern Redland Bay 

be maintained as a buffer between 

Redlands and Logan.  

 

 


