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Legislation

and primary

objectives

Administrative

agency 

and role

Water Act 2007

Manage

Murray-Darling 

Basin water

resources;

establish the

Murray-Darling 

Basin Authority

Environmental Protection 

and Biodiversity 

Conservation Act 1999 

Implement international 

obligations for

protection of the 

environment; promote

ecologically sustainable

development

Water Efficiency 

Labelling and

Standards Act 

2005

Water efficiency 

labelling and

the making of 

water efficiency 

standards

National bodies and agreements

Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities

Responsible for implementing the Australian Government’s policies to protect Australia’s environment 

and heritage, and to promote a sustainable way of life

Murray-Darling 

Basin (MDB) 

Authority

Manages MDB water 

resources in 

conjunction with 

MDB States; 

manages Water for 

the Future, an 

initiative to promote 

sustainable water 

use primarily in 

the MDB

Bureau of Meteorology

Agency of Australian Government 

responsible for providing weather 

services to Australia and surrounds, 

and compiling and delivering

Australian water information

National Water

Commission

Implements the 

NWI, an inter-

governmental 

agreement on a

national 

approach 

to water reform

Lake Eyre Basin

Intergovernmental

Agreement

An agreement between

Australian, Queensland

South Australian and

Northern Territory

governments to ensure

the sustainability of the

basins river systems

Commonwealth Government

Border Rivers 

Commission 

Implements the 

Border Rivers 

Agreement between 

Queensland and New

South Wales to share the

water of border rivers

COAG Standing

Councils on water

and environment 

A forum for 

Australian/State/

Territory & New Zealand 

Government ministers to

consult & coordinate

on natural resource

management issues

Caring for Our Country

Australian Government 

initiative for funding 

environmental

management of natural 

resources

The Australian 

Constitution 

Establish the 

Commonwealth

of Australia;

identifies the 

States as the body

with primary

authority for 

managing natural 

resources;

Commonwealth

can legislate on

environmental

issues under

certain heads of

power e.g. the

Foreign Affairs

power

Queensland Wetlands

Program  

Australian & Queensland 

Government program 

to support protection of 

Queensland wetlands

Commonwealth 

Scientific and 

Industrial Research

Organisation

Australia’s national 

science agency

Great Barrier 

Reef Marine 

Park Authority

Advises on 

protection and 

use of GBR; 

manages GBR 

Water Quality 

Protection Plan 

Framework for 

government to 

improve quality 

of water entering 

the GBR

National Water

Commission 

Act 2004

Establish the 

National Water

Commission to 

implement the 

National Water 

Initiative (NWI)

Great Barrier 

Reef

Marine Park

Act 1975

Protect and

conserve

the Great

Barrier Reef

(GBR) region

Great Artesian Basin

(GAB)

Coordinating Committee

Provides advice and

coordinates GAB 

resource management

activities including the

National Partnership 

Agreement on the 

GAB Sustainability 

Initiative to repair 

uncontrolled bores

Authorities

and roles
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Legislation,

plans/policies

and primary

objectives

Administrative 

agencies

and roles

Sustainable 

Planning 

Act 2009 /

SP Water

Policy

Ecologically

sustainable 

development

Environmental 

Protection Act 

1994 / EP 

Water Policy

Protect

Queensland’s

environment 

(and waters)

Water Act 

2000 / water 

resource

plans

Sustainable 

management 

of water 

resources

Entity

Functions

Regional and local

Local 

Government

Queensland 

Water Commission

SEQ Grid Manager, 

Seqwater, 

LinkWater

SunWater / 

bulk water 

suppliers

River 

Improvement 

Trusts

Natural 

Resource 

Management 

bodies

Industry & 

expert 

bodies:

qldwater,

AgForce

Department of Environment 

and Resource Management 

Coordinate State and National

water reform agendas; water 

industry coordination and 

support; water policy, planning,

accounting, monitoring, modelling

Public 

Health 

Act 2005 

Protect and

promote the 

health of the

Queensland 

public

Water Supply 

(Safety and 

Reliability) 

Act 2008

Safety and

reliability 

of water 

supply

Wild 

Rivers 

Act 2005

Preserve 

rivers with 

natural 

values 

intact

River 

Improvement

Trust Act 

1940

Protect

beds and 

banks 

of rivers

Fisheries 

Act 1994

Conservation

and use 

of fisheries 

resources

Plumbing &

Drainage 

Act 2002

Regulate

plumbing &

drainage 

activities

Department

of Health

Health related 

standards for 

water quality; 

manage public 

health incidents

Local planning;

development 

control; 

provision 

of public 

services; 

emergency 

management

Plan and 

provide safe, 

secure and 

sustainable 

water supplies 

in south east 

Queensland

Water 

Authorities

Department of 

Local Government

and Planning

Plumbing & building 

codes; coordinate 

approach to 

planning; support 

Local Governments

Department of 

Employment, 

Economic

Development 

and Innovation

Industry growth; 

fisheries; green 

industries

Bulk water 

infrastructure

development 

and 

water supply

Provide 

irrigation, 

stock and 

non-

potable 

water 

supplies

Protect 

beds 

and banks 

of rivers

Plan for  

protection 

of natural

resources; 

organise 

on-ground 

works

Unifying 

voice;

provide 

directions/

solutions 

for industry 

members

and sector 

development

Non-government

Coastal

Protection &

Management

Act 2009

Coordinate

management

of coastal

resources

Great Barrier

Reef 

Protection

Amendment

Act 2009

Reduce

impact of

agriculture 

on GBR

Water 

Fluoridation

Act 2008

Safe 

fluoridation

of public

potable

water

supplies

Queensland Government

Queensland

Competition

Authority 

Act 1997

Establish the

Queensland

Competition

Authority

Queensland

Treasury

Economic 

and 

financial 

policy 

advice 

Queensland

Competition

Authority

Regulate

pricing 

practices

relating to

monopoly

business

activities

Nature

Conservation

Act 1992

Conservation

of nature

particularly

in protected

areas

Vegetation

Management

Act 1999 /

Forestry 

Act 1959

Regulate

vegetation 

clearing /

sand/gravel

extraction

Wet

Tropics

World

Heritage

Protection

and

Mangement 

Act 1993

South East 

Queensland Water 

(Distribution & 

Retail Restructuring) 

Act 2009; South 

East Queensland

Water (Restructuring)

Act 2007

Facilitate restructure 

of south east 

Queensland

water industry


