
ADDRESS TO OPEN JELL'S PARK HI THE DAHDENONG VALLEY riETROPOLlTAN

PARK

BY

THE HONOURABLE R. J. HAtlER. E. P., M. P.. PREMIER OF VICTORIA

FRIDAY, 33TH APRIL,1976

OFTEN PLACES THAT HAVE A HAPPY PAST HAVE A HAPPY

FUTURE. IF THAT BE SO, THE FUTURE OF JELL'S PARK IS ASSURED

BECAUSE, FOR 90 YEARS, THE PARK, AND ESPECIALLY THE CREEK, HAS

GIVEN PLEASURE TO THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE LIVED AROUND HERE: THE

JELL FAIIILY, WHO ESTABLISHED IT, THE MORRISES, WHO SUCCEEDED

THEfl, THE BENNETTS AND THE TOM STEPHENS, AND HOST OF THE PEOPLE

WHO LIVED NEARBY. THERE ARE TWO PEOPLE HERE TODAY WHO CAN

VOUCH FOR THE EACT; MRS. O'NEILL/ "^0 IS TOM STEPHENS' DAUGHTER,

AND MR. JIM ®L, ̂J«$eHt3^S^'''' ''"^0 IS 96. I WELCOME YOU

BOTH,

TO YOU BELONGS THE PAST DF JELL'S PARK, BUT TODAY WE ARE

BOUND BY THE DECISIONS OF THE SAflE SURROUNDING COMMUNITY,
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SINCE AN IDEAS CONFERENCE AU10ST EXACTLY A YEAR AGO. TO SEE

that its future belongs to the people of victoria.

I STRESS THE FUTURE BECAUSE. IN ESTABLISHING

METROPOLITAN PARKS. HE ARE NOT SO MUCH CONCERNED WITH THIS

YEAR AND NEXT YEAR AS WE ARE WITH THE NEXT DECADE. THE NEXT FIFTY

AND THE NEXT HUNDRED YEARS,

WE ARE DOING FOR THE FUTURE WHAT ONR FOREBEARS DID FOR

US. IF YOU LOOK AT THE MAP OF MELBOURNE' YOU CAN READ ITS

history OUTWARD FROM THE CENTRE LIKE THE RINGS OF A TREE. WHEN

THE CITY BEGAN. THE GRAND DESIGN INCLUDED MAJOR OPEN SPACES

WHICH ARE NOW PARKS IN THE INNER CITY. PRICELESS.

OUTSIDE THE INNER AREA ARE THE INTERMEDIATE SUBURBS.

BUILT WHEN FEW WERE CONCERNED WITH PLAHH'HS AND CONTAINING FEW
PARKS. THEN IN THE OUTER RING. BEGIlWH"^'' DAHDENONG^^^
VALLEY. YOU SEE AGAIN THE RETURN OF

OVERALL DESIGN. THE RETURN TO A BELIEF MUST, BREATHE

IT MUST HAVE LUNGS.
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JELL'S PARK IS THE PHYSICAL BEGINNING OF THE NEW

POLICY ON LARGE METROPOLITAN PARKS. I CAN CLEARLY RECALL

DISCUSSING THE OUTLINES OF SHCH A POLICY WITH THE CHAIRMAN OF

THE BOARD OF WORKS AS LONG AGO AS 1967 WHEN I WAS MINISTER FOR

LOCAL GOVERNMENT. IT WAS OBVIOUS THEN THAT INDIVIDUAL LOCAL

COUNCILS COULD NOT BE EXPECTED TO PAY OFF, OR TO MANAGE AND

MAINTAIN, REALLY LARGE AREAS OF PARKLAND FOR THE USE AND

DELIGHT OF RESIDENTS OF THE METROPOLIS GENERALLY. OBVIOUSLY

THE BOARD, AS METROPOLITAN PLANNING AUTHORITY, WOULD HAVE TO

DO IT.

THIS imperative BECAME ALL THE MORE CLEAR AFTER 1968

WHEN THE GOVERNMENT ADOPTED A PHILOSOPHY FOR THE FUTURE GROWTH

OF MELBOURNE WHICH INVOLVED CONFINING URBAN DEVELOPMENT TO

CORRIDORS AND RETAINING BETWEEN THEM "GREEN WEDGES" OF OPEN

SPACE FOR PASSIVE OR ACT'VE RECREATION.

SO, IN 1970^ the RECEIVED ITS FIRST OUTLINE OF

NEW POLICY FOR A METROpO*-'™'
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TV\^T POLICY VIAS DEVELOPED AND REFINED AND THEN FIRST SUBJECTED

TO PUBLIC SCRUTINY LAST FlAY IN THE DANDENONG VALLEY PARK IDEAS

CONEERENCE. A SECOND CONFERENCE NILE BE HELD ON 19TH OF Tl®

/ /V

lAONTH AND^ FROM THIS^ WE EXPECT OUR FINAL PLAN LOR DEVELOPING

THE ENTIRE PARK TO ITS NEXT STAGE.

BUT IN THE PAST YEAR ALSO^ THE MARIBYRNONG VALLEY PARl

HAS STARTED. ITS FIRST SECTION. BRINBANK PARK. FILL OPEN WFR

1» JU«E a CONFEKKEKILLCPSIDER COilSRLTA«FS'

FltmL CONCEPTS FOR THE w.hHhrm-4HII PARK.

THEN THERE IS THE YARRA VALLEY PARKa WHICH WILL BE
THE SUBJECT OF A FIRST IDEAS CONFERENCE LATER THE HONTH.

AND somewhere IW THE FUTURE WILL BE A FOURTHa A FIFTH
DAPr Mfl metropolitan PARK PLANNING IS EVERAND PERHAPS A SIXTH PARR. HU l ltiKutuLi

rTC AMU FtNAL INSTEAD IT WILL REMAIN FLEXIBLELIKELY TO BE COMPLETE AND FINAL.

park policy can grow with THE CITY. THE ONLYSO THAT PARKS AHD PARK policy lh

,c THE GOVERNMENT'S DETERMINATION THAT THEY ARE HEVEICONSTANT SO FAR IS TH^ ouvcum

ni c rFCAUSEa WHEREAS WE NOW HAVE MORE PEOPLE THANLOST TO THE PEOPLE BLCAUbt.

...



EVER BEFORE TO ENJOY THEM, WE WILL. IN THE FUTURE. HAVE MORE

PEOPLE WITH MORE LEISURE TIME TO SPEND IN THEM AS WORKING HOURS

SHORTEN AND WEEKENDS. ANNUAL HOLIDAYS AND iuPFB/S^tNUATW LEAVE
LENGTHEN,

WHAT WE SEE HERE TODAY IS VERY MUCH JUST A BEGINNING.

NEVERTHELESS WHAT YOU SEE IS THE RESULT OF lA TO 15 MONTHS' WORK.

SIXTY TO SEVENTY PER CENT CP THE LAND WAS COVERED BY BLACKBERRIES.

AND THEY HAVE BEEN CLEARED, THE RUBBISH HERE WAS PRODIGIOUS AND

IT HAS BEEN TAKEN AWAY - 1200 10-TON TRUCKLOADS OF .IT.

BARBECUES AND A CHILDREN'S PLAYGROUND ALREADY HAVE

BEEN ESTABLISHED. TOPSOIL HAS BEEN CLEARED FOR A UKE TO COVER

20 TO 25 ACRES, YOU WILL BE ABlE TO ROW ON IT AND YOU WILL BE ■

ABLE TO FISH IN IT.

AND ME WILL BUILD AN INTLrPRLT'VE CENTRE FOR VISITORS.

THIS IS BECAUSE OUR PURPOSE IS E'DPEATIONAL AS WELL AS RECREATIONAL.''

THE CENTRE WILL PROVIDE A FOCUS pOR VISITORS BY PROVIDING INFORMATION

AND DISPLAYS AND BY MAKING AVAILAP'-^ ̂  PIULTI-PURPOSE MEETING

ROOM. i
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IN EVERY PftRK, THESE CENTRES WILL TELL THE PUBLIC WHAT EACH PARK

IS ALL ABOUT, WHAT GOES ON THERE, WHAT ITS SPECIAL CHARACTERISTICS
ARE. AND ITS NATURAL ATTRIBUTES.

WE ARE DOING THESE THINGS BECAUSE - THROUGH IDEAS CONFERENCES,
THROUGH A SURVEY THAT IS STILL GOING ON, AND THE ADVISORY COMMITTEES

THAT SERVE THE BOARD FOR EACH PARK - WE HAVE ESTABLISHED THAT

PEOPLE WANT THEM.

IN ALL, THE PARKS ADD UP TO THIRTEEN SQUARE MILES. NO

OTHER STATE CAN EQUAL THAT. NO OTHER STATE CAN PROMISE SUCH

PLEASURE OR PROVIDE SUCH A HERITA6E FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS. BUT,

THEN, NO OTHER STATE HAS THE AMBITION WE HAVE TO BECOME THE GARDEN

STATE OF THE NATION.

LET HE DECLARE JELL'S PARK OPEN> LET ME DO IT BY

PLANTING A TREE.

•  . , - ^ ^ ' iff 'A .V >


