ADDRESS TO OPEN JELL'S PARK Til THE DANDENONG VALLEY METROPOLITAN
' PARK

By

THE HONOURABLE R. J. HAMER, E. D., M. P., PREMIER OF VICTORIA

OFTEH PLACES THAT HAVE A HAPPY PAST HAVE A HAPPY
FUTURE.  IF THAT BE SO, THE FUTURE OF JELL'S PARK IS ASSURED
BECAUSE, FOR 90 YEARS, THE PARK, AND ESPECIALLY THE CREEK, HAS
GIVEN PLEASURE TO THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE LIVED AROUND HERE:  THE
JELL FAMILY, WHO ESTABLISHED IT, THE NORRISES, KHO SUCCEEDED
THEM, THE BENUETTS AND THE TOM STEPHENS. ARD FOST OF THE PEOPLE

WHO LIVED NEARBY.  THERE ARE TWO PEOPLEA HERE TODAY YHO CAN
VOUCH FOR THE EACT: MRS. O'NEILL. WHO IS TOM STEPHENS’ DAUGHTER,

RECes

ND MR, JIN FELL, JesepudEEEEs<sON, WHO IS 96. I WELCOME YOU

BOTH,
TO YOU BFLOWGS THE PAST OF JELL'S PARK, BUT TODAY WE ARE

BOUND BY THE DECISIONS OF THE SojtE SURROUNDING COMMURITY,
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SINCE AN IDEAS CONFERENCE ALMOST EXACTLY A YEAR AGO, TO SEE

THAT ITS FUTURE BELONGS TO THE PEOPLE OF VICTORIA.

I STRESS THE FUTURE BECAUSE, IN ESTABLISHING
METROPOLITAN PARKS, WE ARE NOT SO MUCH CONCERNED WITH THIS
YEAR AND NEXT YEAR AS WE ARE WITH THE NEXT DECADE, THE NEXT FIFTY

AND THE NEXT HUNDRED YEARS.

WE ARE DOING FOR THE FUTURE WHAT OUR FOREBEARS DID FOR
US. IF YOU LOOK AT THE MAP OF MELBOURNE, YOU CAN READ ITS
HISTORY OUTWARD FROM THE CENTRE LIKE THE RINGS OF A TREE. WHEN
THE CITY BEGAN, THE GRAND DESIGH IncLuDED MAJOR OPEN SPACES

WHICH ARE NOW PARKS IN THE INNER cITy,  THEY ARE PRICELESS.

OUTSIDE THE INNER AREA ARE THE INTERMEDIATE SUBURBS,

BUILT WHEN FEW WERE CONCERWED WITH pLANNING AND CONTAINING FE

PARKS.  THEN Ti THE OUTER RING, peg1AING HERE TN THE DADENOED,

CIENCE, THE RETURN OF

VALLEY, YOU SEE AGAIN THE RETURN OF C()NS
THAT A CITY MUST BREATHE -

OVERALL DESIGN, THE RETURN TO A BELIEF
IT MUST HAVE LUNGS.
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JELL’S PARK 1S THE PHYSICAL BEGINNING OF THE NEW

POLICY ON LARGE METROPOLITAN PARKS. I CAN CLEARLY RECALL

DISCUSSING THE OUTLINES OF SUCH A POLICY WITH THE CHAIRMAN OF

THE BOARD OF WORKS AS LONG AGO AS 1967 WHEN I WAS MINISTER FOR

LOCAL GOVERNMENT, IT WAS OBVIOUS THEN THAT INDIVIDUAL LOCAL

COUNCILS COULD NOT BE EXPECTED TO PAY OFF, OR TO MANAGE AND
MAINTAIN, REALLY LARGE AREAS OF PARKLAND FOR THE USE AND
DELIGHT OF RESIDENTS OF THE METROPOLIS GENERALLY.

OBVIOUSLY

THE BOARD, AS METROPOLITAN PLAUNING AUTHORITY, WOULD HAVE TO
DO IT.

THIS IMPERATIVE BECAME ALL THE MORE CLEAR AFTER 1968
WHEN THE GOVERNMENT ADOPTED A PHILOSOPHY FOR THE FUTURE GRONTH
OF MELBOURNE WHICH [NVOLVED CONFINING URBAM DEVELOPHMENT TO

CORRIDORS AND RETA[N[NG BETWEEN THEM “GREEN WEDGES™ OF OPEN

SPACE FOR PASSIVE g aCTIVE RECREATION.

S0, IN 1970, Ty BOARD RECEIVED ITS FIRST OUTLINE OF
NEW POLICY FOR A MgropOLITAH PARKS SYSTEM.
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THAT POLICY WAS DEVELOPED AND REFINED AND THEN FIRST SUBJECTED

TO PUBLIC SCRUTINY LAST MAY IN THE DANDENONG VALLEY PARK IDEAS
oo

CONFERENCE. A SCCOND CONFERENCE WILL BE HELD ON 19TH OF THTS

MOWTH AND, FROM THIS, WE EXPECT OUR FINAL PLAN FOR DEVELOPING

THE ENTIRE PARK TO ITS NEXT STAGE.

BUT IN THE PAST YEAR ALSO, THE MARIBYRNONG VALLEY PARK
RHAS ST o
ARTED. [TS FIRST SECTION, BRIMBANK PARK, MILL OPEN EAFER-

A Fer=T,rJ(c#7

THESTMONFH, AND IN JUNE A CONFERENCE WILL CONISIDER CONSULTANTS'

=k, PARK,

FINAL CONCEPTS FOR THE K=
WHICH WILL BE

NELT

RST IDEAS CONFERENCE LATER THIS MONTH.

THEN THERE IS THE YARRA VALLEY PARK,

THE SUBJECT OF A FI
AND SOMEWHERE IH THE FUTURE W
N0 METROPOLITAN PARK PLANNING IS EVER

ILL BE A FOURTH, A FIFTH

AND PERHAPS A SIXTH PARK.

LIKELY TO BE COMPLETE AND FINAL,  INSTEAD IT WILL REMAIN FLEXIBLE

SO THAT PARKS AUD PARK POLICY CAN GRON WITH THE CITY.  THE ONLY -

CONSTANT SO FAR 15 THE GOVERNMENT'S DETERMINATION THAT THEY ARE HEVEL

LOST T0 THE PEOPLE BECAUSE, HHEREAS HE NOW HAVE MORE PEOPLE THAN

R




* /ND DISPLAYS AND By maxn AVATLABLE A SMALL, MULTI-PURPOSE MEETING
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EVER BEFORE TO ENJOY THEM, WE | WILL, IN THE FUTURE, HAVE MORE

PEOPLE WITH MORE LEISURE TIME T0 SPEND IN THEM AS WORKING HOURS

({ Ve EEVANYC &
SHORTEN AND WEEKENDS, A INUAL HOLTDAYS AND Smﬁmﬂﬂlﬁiﬁl\r LEAVE

LENGTHEN,

WHAT WE SEE HERE TODAY 1S VERY MUCH JUST A BEGINNING.
NEVERTHELESS WHAT YOU SEE IS THE RESULT OF 14 TO 15 MONTHS’ WORK.
SIXTY TO SEVENTY PER CENT OF THE LAND WAS COVERED BY BLACKBERRIES,
AND THEY HAVE BEEN CLEARED, THE RUBBISH HERE WAS PRODIGIOUS AND

IT HAS BEEN TAKEN AWAY - 1200 10-TON TRUCKLOADS OF .IT.

BARBECUES AND A CHILDREN’S PLAYGROUND ALREADY HAVE
BEEN ESTABLISHED,  TopsolL HAS BEEN CLEARED FOR A LAKE TO COVER
20 T0 25 ACRES, 'YOU WILL BE ABLE TO ROW ON IT AND YOU WILL BE
ABLE TO FISH IN IT,
AND WE WILL Byrip mN INTERPRETIVE CENTRE FOR VISITORS.
THIS IS BECAUSE OUR pupposE 1S EpUCATIONAL AS WELL AS RECREATIONAL "

THE CENTRE WILL PRovIpg A Focus pOR VISITORS BY PROVIDING INFORMATION

ROOM,
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IN EVERY PARK, THESE CENTRES WILL TELL THE PUBLIC WHAT EACH PARK

IS ALL ABOUT, WHAT GOES ON THERE, WHAT ITS SPECIAL CHARACTERISTICS
ARE, AND ITS NATURAL ATTRIBUTES.

WE ARE DOING THESE THINGS BECAUSE - THROUGH IDEAS CONFERENCES,

THROUGH A SURVEY THAT 1S STILL GOING ON, AND THE ADVISORY COMMITTEES

THAT SERVE THE BOARD FOR EACH PARK - WE HAVE ESTABLISHED THAT
PEOPLE WANT THEM,

IN ALL, THE PARKS ADD UP TO THIRTEEN SQUARE MILES.  No
OTHER STATE CAN EQUAL THAT.  NO OTHER STATE CAN PROMISE SuCH
PLEASURE OR PROVIDE SUCH A HERITAGE FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS.  BUT,
THEN, NO OTHER STATE HAS THE AMBITION WE HAVE TO BECOME THE GARDEN
STATE OF THE NATION,

LET ME DECLARE JELL'S PARK OPEN, AND LET ME DO IT BY

PLANTING A TREE.




