METROPOLITAN PARKS
IN MELBOURNE

® By D. W. SIMSION, F.R.AP.I, MR.T.P.L,
(Lond.), Deputy Chief Planner,
Melbourne & Metropolitan Board of Works.

“Open space in general, and strategically
located metropolitan parks in particular, pro-
vide opportunities for a wide range of recrea-
tional activities as well as the essential ‘breath-
ing spaces’ vital to a growing metropolitan
community, and therefore must be considered
a fundamental ingredient of urban growth.
This in turn suggests that sound arguments for
positive action should be taken at metropolitan
level to secure appropriate areas of land in
locations accessible to the bulk of the metro-
politan population.

Decisions taken by the Melbourne Metropolitan
Board of Works in connection with its metro-
politan planning responsiblities have, by way
of planning reservations, secured extensive
lands which appear to meet immediate metro-
politan recreational needs and no doubt future
action could result in further extensions to
these areas. However to bring these lands into

use as meaningful recreational outlets it is.

necessary to establish a set of policies and pro-
cedures covering the question of land pur-
chase, overall management and planning, and
detailed development and administration. The
recognition, approval and adoption of such
policies and procedures will ensure that the
division of responsibilities is known and should
eliminate confusion and misunderstanding
which otherwise occurs between authorities
and among the affected public.”

The above philosophy was expressed in the
foreword of a progress report on Metropolitan
Parks submitted to the Melbourne & Metro-
politan Board of Works in July, 1974. It serves
as a useful introduction to this article which is
aimed at providing background to the metro-
politan parks strategy now being followed in
Melbourne and giving an indication of the
positive steps being taken by the Board to-
wards fulfilling the objectives described.
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Background

In 1956 legislation was passed which enabled
the M.M.B.W. to acquire and develop metro-
politan parks with finance derived from the
Metropolitan Improvement Fund (a rate on
every property in the metropolitan area).

Since that time the M.M.B.W. has mainly con-
centrated on reserving land in the Metropolitan
Planning Scheme for proposed public open
space in appropriate suitable locations; acquir-
ing it as the occasion arises and, as part of the
process of town planning, preserving oppor-
tunities for future parkland development.

These proposed public open space reserves
have been of two main types:

® those required for local usage.

® those serving a wider section of population
and having regional or metropolitan signifi-
cance.

It is with the latter type of area that this
article is concerned.

In November, 1971, a report entitled “Planning
Policies for the Melbourne Metropolitan Re-
gion” which accompanied major changes to
the Melbourne Metropolitan Planning Scheme
proposed six major open space reservations
and indicated intention to acquire and develop
parts of these areas at an early stage. In ea}'ly
1972, the M.M.B.W. adopted a general policy
for the acquisition, compensation and develop-
ment of proposed major open space reserva-
tions (metropolitan parks), indicating that this
policy was to be kept separate from that deter-
mined for local parks.

In June 1973, the MM.B.W. committed itself
fully to the major role and fiancial responsi-
bility of organisation and development of a
metropolitan parks system, a milestone in the
history of parks development for Melbourne.

Metropolitan Parks Policy

A Metropolitan Parks Outline Strategy was
developed during 1973. The M.M.B.W.’s role
was to acquire, manage and develop a metro-
politan park system and so provide land_ and
facilities designed to contribute to recreational
opportunities in the metropolitan area which
otherwise would be beyond the resources of
municipalities or other bodies. In providing for
recreational needs, leisure activities are Te-
garded as including physical, educational,
scientific and cultural activities related to the
landscape, flora and fauna, and other natural
features.
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Financial Implications

The adoption of a policy by the M.M.B.W. to
establish a planned network of metropolitan
parks clearly carries with it a considerable
financial obligation.

Expenditure on the implementation of a met-
ropolitan parks programme falls under three
main headings:

(a) land purchase;

(b) improvements and development;

(¢) administration.

The major item, at least in the initial stages
of a programme, concerns land purchase. Once
land is in public ownership the next two items
of expenditure come into play, and from sev-
eral aspects it is desirable to open up the
metropolitan parks for public use as speedily
as possible. This involves the carrying out of
improvements and development appropriate to
particular parks and is accompanied by the
need for a maintenance and supervisory system

which has to be organised prior to allowing
public use.

Preparation of Outline Development Plans

A uniform and systematic approach has been
adopted by the M.M.B.W. planners for the
preparation of outline proposals for all the
metropolitan parks, particularly those pro-
grammed for early development. Such pro-
posals provide a guide for the continued im-
plementation of Statutory planning controls

over land-use applications within the metro-
politan park reservations,

The preparation of each i
basic set of proceduen. outline plan follows a

° l;(rehrrziln.arslz information is collected on each
park, and includes detajls on natural resources,

man-made elements and per, :
istics. perceptual character

® Each outline plan then indica likel
breakdown of the park into areastglsjithle fo)rl
active and passive use, interlinkeq by a com-
bination of existing and proposed vehicular
and pedestrian access, with car park and amen-

ities areas distributed at key points within the
circulatory system.

The over-riding theme of each
ment is the protection, preservation and quite
frequently, the improvement of a]] important
significant natural features which ha\?: suf-

park develop-
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fered from surrounding urban pressures. Land-
scape enhancement and tree preservation are
two vital elements of metropolitan parks de-
velopment policy, so as to afford maximum
variation and relief from the dominant urban
scene.

Initial Development of Facilities

Having determined the basic principles of each
outline development plan, consideration is
given to early development of income-produc-
ing areas and tourist development facilities
which might offset costs.

Currently two development plans have been
almost finalised for the Dandenong Valley and
Maribyrnong Valley Parks, serving the eastern
and western metropolitan suburbs respectively.
It has been a specific aim of the M.M.B.W. to
develop and provide facilities within sections
of these parks at an early date. At the present
date however, no major works have been un-
dertaken, but temporary facilities have been
established, pending the finalisation of the
plans. These temporary facilities contribute to
the first stage development of the Dandenong
Valley Metropolitan Park (Jell’s Park), and the
Maribyrnong Valley Metropolitan Park (Brim-
bank Park) both of which were officially
opened by the Premier The Hon. R. J. Hamer,
E.D., M.P, during May 1976. Within the
major park reservation of the Yarra Valley,
outline plans have been initiated, and it is
expected that proposals will be finalised by
September 1977, after which active develop-
ment will commence.

In the planning of the metropolitan parks for
Melbourne the location of major natural tourist
attractions such as the Dandenong Ranges has
been recognised. Facilities for the metropolitan
parks are then planned to complement these
areas of recreational activity. This to some
extent will have the effect of spreading the
load, thereby relieving pressures of some fragile
recreational resources.

Conclusion

The progress made in establishing a metro-
politan parks system for Melbourne is signifi-
cant in terms of land designation, purchase,
and development. During times when consider-
able restraints have been placed on expendi-
ture in the public sector, the priority given by
the M.M.B.W. to its metropolitan parks pro-
gramme has been high. This priority has been
based on a recognition that land areas lost to
urban use can seldom, if ever, be regained and,
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naturally, because of their particular attributes
and geographical location, lands suited for
metropolitan parks are subjected to quite sig-
nificant pressures for urban use.

This has led to the M.M.B.W. budgeting for
considerable expenditure in land purchases.
For example, since 1970 approximately $10
million has been expended on land for metro-
politan parks, and to date over $500,000 has
been spent on works associated with the parks
development programme. The 1976/77 pur-

chase programme anticipates an expenditure of
some $6 million.

The metropolitan parks programme and policies
of the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works are among the most enlightened and
far-sighted of any metropolitan area in the
world today. The form, character and direction
of the city’s future growth could well be re-
flected by the physical and social importance
attached to the metropolitan parks network
which the Board has initiated. ®
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FERTOOL DISTRIBUTORS civireo

GREAVES ROAD, NARRE WARREN 3805

PHIL COHEN — Formerly of Plantman Fertilizers
Sole Victorian distributor for Sierra Chemicals of:

v¢ OSMOCOTE controlled release fertilizers.
vc AGRIFORM C.R.F. controlled release fertilizer (for turf).
v AGRIFORM slow release fertilizer tablets.

Australian distributor for PARASOLINE *
* Shading Paint for Glasshouses and Frames. *
* Made by PLANTECHNIC (Belgium) *

Black Polythene Bags and Sheeting

*
vc MAX TAPENERS (tapes & staples) Bamboo Stakes
v J.M.A SOIL MOISTURE METERS

vc MARUYAMA SPRAYING EQUIPMENT (power & hand

v J.B.S. PAPER POTS (best way to grow seedlings and cut-
tings so as to avoid root damage when repotting or

Genuine Hawes (English) Watering Cans & Brass Roses.

Phone: 704-6225
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