





The first edition of the Planning Guide for Native Ve i ished i
wing : getation Retention was published in
Noyembefr 1989] to help responsible authorities administer the temporary amgndment to the State -
ﬁmaﬁogn agout tenglpsgll-lai-t;l%s‘g' Thi: ; 6l'evised edition of the Planning Guide incorporateshll
o ary amendment S6, as well as S4. Both amendments are in force while
the proposed long-term amendment (S5) is considered. |

Amendment S5 was exhibited for pubﬁc comment from 22 N er 1 i il 1 |
. - Ao e ovember 1989 until 6 April 1990. A
maSSJO'IJ-[‘lI:;Oingmmd gdc?sultatlon and training has been in progress during and after the exhibition of
. ependent panel, appointed to consider the 369 submissions received on S5, has held

%?Bmgs tnllggell?oume, Bairnsdale, Horsham, Mildura and Wodonga. The panel will report in

These revised guidelinés in no way pre-em i i : '
2 o O We pt consideration of the panel’s report. They have been
gg—dated to aSSISt thg admuust_rgtlon of the interim controls, pending final decisions or¥ amendment

: ~ ANDREW McCUTCHEON
STER FOR PLANNING AND URBAN GROWTH
: NOVEMBER 1990
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been an extensive process of -public
consultation  withh local  government,

. landholders, community groups and others

concerned with' long-term arrangements for

protection of bushland. This process will

affect the final form of any planning or other
measures adopted.

In the meantime, temporary control over

clearing is being provided - through
amendments S4 and S6 while consultation is
occurring. ;

The intention of the new measures is to
provide a process by which proposals for

- clearing of native vegetation can be finally

resolved by government and the community.
Minor clearing for farm and domestic
activities is not affected, but a permit will be
required -for any extensive clearing of bush,
including heathlands and native grasslands, or
remnant paddock trees. - :

Local councils will be encouraged to consider

incorporating vegetation retention controls in .

the local sections of their planning schemes
‘which are consistent with the state-wide
control. . The intention is that councils

introduce their own appropriate measures as

part of the planning process.

The following sections provide a guide to

implementation of the amendments,
Excerpts from the amendments are ip
italics.

Responsibility for
administering the
temporary o
amendments (S4 & S6)

Local councils are responsible for
administration and enforcement of ..
planning scheme controls, except where ,
Council is the proponent or landholder - ;,
which case the Minister for Planning ang
Urban Growth is the Responsible Authority,

the-

Vegetation provisions in

regional and local sections

The temporary vegetation retention controls
will provide a basic level of protection to

- native vegetation across Victoria. They are
not intended to replace the more stringent

controls that already exist in some planning
schemes, or more stringent controls that may
be proposed in future. Therefore provisions
of the regional or local section of a planning
scheme prevail over this amendment if the
regional or local section includes either

more restrictive controls over vegetation
removal, or. T ' 4

a statement specifying’ that the provisions
of the State Section do not apply to
specific land. ’

'Councils will be encouraged to prepare

comprehensive  vegetation =~ management
policies which reflect  local or regional
environmental - issues, constraints and
opportunities.  These policies should be
developed in consultation with residents and
interest groups. -

The planning system can be used at different

. levels to implement these policies. At the

broadest level it could be used, for example,
in outlining land use strategies that cause
least impact on areas of significant native
vegetation. A change of land use may be
encouraged in overcleared, eroded, or salted
areas where it is expected that greater
regeneration or tree planting would occur as a
result. In high fire hazard areas, control over
design and siting of subdivision and houses
can reduce the potential for future conflict
between vegetation management objectives
on the one hand and fire protection on the

. other.

Other - issues that could be covered in local
policies include roadside grazing and timber
removal, management of council lands in
regard to vegetation retention and re-
establishment, and plantation development.

Councils may also wish to introduce detailed
controls to protect important vegetation, for
instance trees listed on the Register of
Significant Trees maintained by the National

Trust of Australia (Victoria), or native
vegetation listed on the Register of the
National Estate, maintained by the Australian
Heritage Commission. Such controls could
prohibit damage to or destruction of the

" native vegetation, and regulate any

development or works in its vicinity that

could affect its long-term survival and good

health.

To whom do the temporary
amendments apply? :

The amendments apply to anybody who
intends-to clear land or destroy, fell or lop
native vegetation for a purpose which is not

. exempted. Government departments, public

authorities and municipal councils must
comply with planning schemes unless
exempted by Order published in the
Government Gazette. - A general exemption
from planning scheme control has been

~ published for the Minister for Conservation

and Environment, the Minister of Education
and the Minister of Health. ’ ‘

Applications by councils to clear land must
be considered by the Minister for Planning
and Urban Growth.

Public land

1

The amendments apply to clearing on public:

land, including roadsides, unless the control

is inconsistent with a permanent reservation
under section 4 of the Crown Land (Reserves)
Act 1978. ’

| Clearing conducted by or on behalf ythe

Ministers for Conservation and Environment,
Education, or Health is exempted from
planning scheme control. Timber harvesting
carried out under licence from the
Department of Conservation ~ and
Environment is also exempted from  this

-.control.

Planning schemes do not bind the
Commonwealth Government, Therefore the

controls do not apply on Commonwealth

land, nor to activities by Commonwealth
departments and instrumentalities.

Commercial wood production'

The relevant provisions of the Code of Forest
Practices can be applied to commercial ‘wood

- production where appropriate. Any planning

permit for this purpose must be consistent
with the native vegetation amendments. A’
condition may require compliance with the .
minimum standards specified in the code, or
may specify more restrictive standards.

- because of ' local environmental conditions.

Adminstration Costs

Costs incurred by responsible authorities in
administering the temporary amendment may
be defrayed by fees collected for considering
applications for permits to clear.

Referral of applicatiohs

The clearing of native vegetation from an

area exceeding ten hectares (twenty-five

acres) is likely to have a substantial impact.in -
terms of the purpose of the temporary

‘amendment. Such proposals must therefore

be referred to the Director-General of

Conservation and Environment.

Successive applications by a landholder to
clear less than ten hectares at a time will have
the same cumulative impact. Referral is
therefore also required where the area to be
cleared under concurrent and previous
applications totals more than ten hectares
during the period in which the temporary
amendment is in force.

.Normal referral provisions apply (see

sections 55, 56, 66 of the Act). - In
particular, the responsible authority must
refuse to grant a permit if a referral authority
objects, and or must apply conditions
requested by a referral authority if approval
is to be granted. - B

Exemptions (S6)

The temporary amendments include an
extensive list of types of clearing that are
exempted from the requirement for a
planning permit.







for sahmty control should only occur where a

formal Salinity Management Plan or other -
such plan makes specific recommendations in

a particular location.

(y) To the extraction of sand, stone,-gravel,
~clay or the like in accordance with a
licence under the Extractive Industries’
Act 1966 or a permit under the Planning

and Environment Act 1987 if these were

valid on 22 November 1989.

(z) To einergency access or works by a

public aythority or municipal council.

Infonhation with applications -

Applications should be made on the standard
Application - for a Planning Permit form,
available from local Councils. The onus is

~on the applicant to provide adequate’

information to enable the responsible
authority to assess the application.
Applicants are requested to provide a plan
and other’ supporting information with their
applications. - ‘

The plan may be a marked-up copy of the
topographic map or aerial photograph of the

area (see Sources of Information), or a well-

prepared sketch plan drawn to scale.
The plan should show:

local roads, streams, wetlands

asflale and north point |
_existing vegetation, wi .
~ of areas ' ith an estimate
areas proposed to be cleared
areas proposed to be
established. be  protected/re-

Accompanying information  should describe

the vegetation proposed to be cleared, the
reasons ~for clearing and  proposed
revegetation or protection of remaining native
vegetation. This information may include

photographs (e.g. of the vegetation proposed

to be cleared or views of the area from major
public vantage points) or lists of species
known to be present.

A useful way of demonstratirig how the

. proposal relates to the management of a

property is the preparation of a Whole Farm

"Plan or other management plan for the

proposed activity.

The - basic information required with
applications is attached as a standard form at
the end of this Guide. Applicants may be
requested to providle more detailed

'-infomaﬁon where the matters under
* consideration are more complex.

Advertising

As provided in section 52 of the Act, notice

- of an application must be given to owners

and occupiers of adjoining allotments unless
the responsible authority is satisfied that the
grant of a permit would not cause material
detriment to any person. Notice must also be
given to any other persons if the responsible
authority considers that the grant of a permit
may cause material detriment-to them. The
responsible  authority  should consider
carefully who ay potentially be affected by
proposed clearing, and the possible reasons.

All applications to clear more than 10 ha’
should be publicly advertised.

Considering an applicati
to clear g app. cation

Matters to be considered by the responsible
authority before making a decision on an

application to cl¢ar are listed below.

(@) The policy on retention and re-
establishment of native vegetation.

The fundamental principle is that native
vegetation is to be protected and conserved.
Therefore approval to clear should not be
given unless the applicant can demonstrate
that the proposal has no likely significant
detrimental effects on natural ~ ecosystems,
will not contribute to land degradation or the
greenhouse effect, or cause a decline .in
landscape values.

It should be emphasised that the policy
applies to all native vegetation, including
ordinary "bush". Native vegetation has
become so limited, especially on private land,

that the starting position must be that it is all

valuable. -

(b) The conservation and enhancemenf of the

areaq.

Conservation means managing the use of

natural resources so as to benefit both present
and future generations. Therefore short-term
advantages and disadvantages of clearing
need to be weighed against the longer term
effects. : _

(c) The preservation of and impact on the
natural environment or visual amenity.

Australian native vegetation is unique. . The
familiar rural landscape of farmland fringed
and dotted with trees and patches of bush can
only be maintained - with positive action.

Continuing clearing ‘or slow decline of native
vegetation will have significant impacts in .
- coastal, mountain, river and rural landscapes.

(d) The role of the native vegetation in:
. Conserving fauna and flora.
. Protecting water quality. .
. Providing shade and shelter.

Native vegetation on private land plays a
significant role in - protecting natural

- resources, and also has been shown to

provide utilitarian benefits. If it is not
retained, native vegetation will become
increasingly fragmented and confined to
parks and reserves on public land. :

A major factor influencing the policy is the

‘need to ensure that all Victorian species of

flora ‘and fauna, native ecosystems and
communities can survive, flourish and retain
their potential for evolutionary development.
Native birds and animals need native plants
for food, shelter and breeding sites.
Vegetation on farms and ‘along roads and
streams is essential for their survival. Native
végetation also. attracts native birds which

keep crop and pasture-eating insects under-

control.

Riverside vegetation helps stz:bilise river -

banks and filter surface water flows. The
degradation of river and stream frontages is a
serious threat to the health of Victoria’s
rivers. The provision of shade and shelter by

vegetation on farms results in higher

- productivity, protection of stock and crops

and improved water use.

_Control of environmental weeds is a special

case where clearing is justified. @ Most
environmental weeéds are exotic; -~ a few
species are indigenous to one part of Victoria
but actively invade native vegetation .

‘elsewhere after introduction by humans or

animals.

.(e) The role of the native vegetatioﬁ in

preventing: .

. Land degradation, including soil
erosion, salinisation and
waterlogging. ‘ ‘

. Adverse effects on groundwater
recharge.

Many Victorian soils are erodible and
shallow. Native vegetation binds the soils

. and protects them from erosion by water and
wind.. Its retention can have significant

economic benefits.

Naturally saline groundwater is widespread in

Victoria, and in some areas the soils and
underlying. weathered materials contain
appreciable quantities of salt. 'When deep-
rooted perennial native vegetation is cleared
and replaced with shallow-rooted crops and
pastures, much more water can enter the
groundwater -system. The resulting rise in
the watertable can result in waterlogging, and
has been the main cause of many of
Victoria’s salinity problems. Groundwater -
recharge (or intake) areas are usually on
slopes and hilltops, but in some regions such
as mallee dunefields, recharge occurs across

. much of the land surface.

N The need to retain native vegetation.

. Where ground slopes are more than

20 percent. .

. WltI;z?n 30 metres of a wetland or
" stream. . )

. Where groundwater recharge occurs.

. On land subject to or which may
contribute to soil erosion, slippage or
salinisation. _

. On -land where the soil or sub-soil
may become unstable if cleared.

. In a proclaimed water supply
catchment. " _



. In" areas where removal could

Jeopardise the integrity or long term
preservation of any identified site of
scientific, nature conservation or
cultural significance. - ' "

. If it is rare or supports rare species of

. fauna or flora. -

: ' Thatforms part of a wildlife corridor.
Some native - vegetation s especially
important in reducing land. degradation or in
protecting nature conservation resources.

Factors which increase the importance of

vegetation in fauna and flora conservation

include:

whether the vegetation communify is rare
in the district or. region; S .

-whether any rare or threatened plant or

animal species are present (in the case

. . N . 3 Of
animals, as either residents or visitors); -
whether the vegetation is part of a faunal
movement corridor. or link between
nature conservation reserves or large
blgcﬁls of uncleared land; ~
whether the vegetation has a hioh
diversity of indigenous plant ° in
et ‘plant and animal
whether the vegetation is

/hether : one of
distinctive and environmentally sensitg,/g
communities which occur in or pear
rivers, streams and wetlands, _

(8) Whether Prolg.;;ions are
~~ made to establish and mgintoi :
vegetation eISewhere On t"lnea;;ll'n(gn native

distances of watercoy,
rses, '
property I?oundaﬁes, roads and

. The fencing off of
vegeration, in
stock.

. The identification of native vegetation
that is to be retained, including the
met.hods to b_e used to protect the
native vegetation. S

J areas of native
particular to” exclude

made or are to be

The amendments introduce the potential to
arrest and reverse the decline of native
vegetation in Victoria, by requiring re-
establishment or management of native
vegetation as a permit condition if clearing is
approved. A general objective of achieving a
net environmental gain in each decision is
considered highly desirable.

Résponsible/referral authorities may require
management of vegetation to be retained,

_'e.g. fencing, removal of grazing, .pest

control, or replanting of vegetation in
environmentally desirable locations such as
streamsides, recharge areas, habitat links;
etc. in return for vegetation to be cleared.

This ‘gain’ of environmental improvement or

protection needs to be balanced against the
immediate ‘loss’ of native vegetation. In all
cases, the impacts of clearance should be

judged against the policy criteria (Section 3- .

6.1 of Amendment S4)."

It may not be possible to find an acceptable

- “trade-off* if all existing vegetation is intact,

strategically located, or valuable in other
ways. .

(i) The conservation of native vegetation
protected under the Archaeological and
Aboriginal Relics Preservation Act 1972
and the Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Heritage Protection Act 1987.

Such vegetatidn includes registered scarred
trees, and potentially, sites including native

vegetation could be registered for their
cultural significance to Aboriginal people.

IssAu‘es Checklist

" The following is a list of issues which might
. be considered by responsible or referral
" authorities when ., they are

oriti assessing
applications to clear native vegetation.

The checklist is intended as a guide and

assessment tool only, and should be read in
conjunction with the section on Considering
an application to clear. In any individual
instance, additional relevant issues may be
identified. -

Flora and Fauna , ‘
*The vegetation is or is nearly ‘intact’.

. *The vegetation is inhabited by a large

population of species or has high species
diversity. v ,
*The vegetation contains species/associations/
communities which are not widespread in the
locality or region.  ~

_ *The vegetation is part of a continuous or
semi-continuous link, between larger areas of

remnant vegetation. o
*The vegetation contains, or is likely to

“contain rare, threatened or significant

species/associations/ communities.
*The vegetation is, or provides a buffer for,

a sensitive ecosystem - e.g.  rainforest,

grasslands, wetlands, alpine vegetation.
*The vegetation has potential for recovery or
is a valuable.gene pool or seed source.
*The vegetation is habitat for native fauna. -

*The vegetation contains hollows, feed trees

or other important wildlife features.

‘*The vegetation is a remnant of a

population/association/community which has
been degraded in the area.

Land Degradation and Management. .
*The land is known as a potential
groundwater recharge area. }
*Removal of vegetation would contribute or

‘be likely to contribute to salinity on the land

or elsewhere. )
*The land is susceptible to water or wind
erosion. _

*The land is susceptible to landslip or mass
movement. :

*The land is within 30 metres of a wetland or

stream.

" *The land is steep (> 20 per cent).

*The land is part of a coastal system.

*The land is liable to flooding or
waterlogging. :

*The land is within a proclaimed water
supply catchment. :

. *The vegetation provides shade or shelter on

the property.

" Landscape

*The vegetation is an area which is listed as
having special landscape character or value in

- a report. o
*The vegetation contributes to the visual

character of the area. S
*The vegetation is a feature or focal point in
the landscape. '
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Other Criteria

~ *Removal of the vegetation would impact on

an archaeological relic. :
*New buildings or works are not sited so as -
to minimise vegetation removal or division. -
*Removal of the vegetation will jeopardise -

the long term integrity of identified sites of
significance’ or adjacent public land
conservation reserves. '

*The removal of vegetation would contribute

to the greenhouse effect by removal of living
vegetation and/or burning vegetation..

Revegetation/Protection ’ :
*The revegetation proposed would not at
least equal the effect of the loss of the .
vegetation proposed to be removed in the
short or long term.

*Remaining - and/or néw vegetation is not -
adequately fenced or otherwise protected and
maintained. o '

Conditions on permits

Conditions on a permit to clear may be
needed to: - -

*Prohibit clearing on those parts of the site

with a slope in excess of 20 per cent;
within 30 metres of a wetland or stream; -
. where groundwater recharge occurs
. at risk of soil erosion, slippage or
salinity; '
within a proclaimed water supply
catchment;
within a - site of scientific, nature
conservation or cultural significance;
within a specified distance of roads or
property boundaries;
which form part of a wildlife corridor.

*Require immediate establishment of a
specified vegetation cover to protect the soil
from erosion.

*Retain specific trees or 'vegetatioi} areas or
other plants of special wildlife habitat value,
for example trees with nesting hollows.

' *Protect native vegetation on the property

that is not subject to the clearing proposal.

\ .



Possible measures include fencing to exclude -

livestock and/or rabbits. The landowner
could be required to enter into an agreement

- with the responsible authority (sections 173

to 184 of the Planning and Environment Act)
to conserve and manage the. remaining
vegetation. o

~*Require the establishment and maintenance

elsewhere on 'tht;,_r property of indigenous
vegetation grown from local stock,
that being cleared. 0 replace

Wrongful issue of a permit

As provided in Section 87 of th nning
and Environment Act, the Adr?ﬁ:ilsatlrgltlir\l'% .

Appeals Tribunal may cance] nd
permit if (amongst other things): o amend' :

it considers that there has been any

material mistake in relati
of the permit fation to the grant

the application wags

not
authority ot sentto a rc?ferral

a required notice of
given.

Monitoring and enforcement

Responsible authorities |
monitor and control ﬂlegalhgféri: e -
within their areas. ' ~ 1€ activities

The enforcement procedyre
gnd Environment Act pr()\l;ie(?eoffcnEh ® Planning
e imposed where illegal clearin benalties to

Under these Provisions, fmgé takes place,

imposed, or a direction s S May be
restore the lapgl as nearly a?gracb-e .8lven to
original condition, ticable to it

Councils may request

i the assigtan.
authorised officers of the poSistance of -

Conservation and Environm:g?"ment of
Department of Planning anc Utban Or the
in carrying out enforcement actiopg Growth

application was not-
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Sources of information

The following sources of information may
assist the responsible authority in considering
applications:

~ Vegetation indigenous to Victoria

The definitive list is A Census of the Vascular
Plants of Victoria by J.H. Ross. For
purposes of field identification, the larger
plants are covered in Native Trees and Shrubs
of South-Eastern Australia by L. Costermans

- (Rigby, Adelaide, 1983).

Rural land mapping o -
Maps have been prepared for some
municipalities on the following topics:

land capability .
native vegetation significance
conservation '
erosion risk

salting g
proclaimed catchments.

Available from: Department of Planning and
Urban  Growth regional offices or
Environmental Planning Branch, Department
of Conservation and Environment, 477
Collins Street, Melbourne. - \
Environmental weeds .
Environmental weeds are naturalised plant
species, outside the agricultural or garden
context, which adversely affect the survival

~or regeneration of indigenous species in

natural or partly natural vegetation
communities. They are listed in Weeds of
Native Vegetation in Victoria by G.W. Carr

-and J.V. Jugovic, Land Protection Division,

Department of
Environment, 1989.
Available from: Keith Turnbull Research
Institute, Ballarto Road, Frankston 3199,
Tel. (03) 785 0111,

Conservation and

Maps and _aeriall photographs .
Topographic maps at scales of 1:100 000 and
1:25,000 (incomplete coverage of Victoria).
Aerial photography at varying scales, in
colour and black and white, depict vegetation
cover. .

Available from: Information Victoria
Ceéntre, 318 Little Bourke Street, Melbourne

- Department

e o=

6762.

Information on regional map sales outlets is -

available on the toll-free number.

-Wetlands

Topographic ‘maps (see ébove) show most

wetlands, either as lakes, swamps or land
subject to inundation.

Groundwater recharge areas
Maps at 1:100,000 or 1:250,000 have been

prepared for most salt-affected catchments

north of the Divide.

Available from: Land Protection Division, _
of Conservation and .

Environment, PO Box 401, Bendigo 3550.
Tel. (054) 425.022.

" Elsewhere, contact the relevant regional

office of the Department of Conservation and
Environment for advice.

P‘roclaiined water éupply catchments,
erosion or salinity hazard

- Initial contact: regional office, Department of

Conservation and Environment.

Flora and fauna

(a) Atlas of Australian Wildflife. Lists the

birds, mammals, reptiles and amphibians
present in any given area and includes
distribution maps for any given SpECICs.
Distribution maps for birds are published in
Atlas of Victorian Birds by W. B. Emison et
al (Department of Conservation Forests and
Lands and Royal Australasian Ornithologists
Union, Melbourne, 1987).

‘Available from: Atlas of Australian Wildlife,

Arthur Rylah Institute for Environmental
Research, 123 Brown. Street, Heidelberg
3084. Tel (03) 450 8600.

'(b)'Information on sites with rare plants is in

Rare or Threatened Plants in Victoria by P.
Gullan, D. Cheal and N. Walsh (Department
of Conservation and Environment, 1990).

Available from: Flora - Survey and
Management Group, 378 Cotham Rd, Kew

'3101. Tel (03) 412 4011.

Sites of significance h '

(a) Zoological. Information on Greater
Melbourne area, Upper Yarra Valley and
Dandenong Ranges.

3000. Tel. 651 4100 or toll free (008) 13
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Available from: Wildlife Branch, Arthur
Rylah Institute for Environmental Research, -

(03) 450 8600. : '

- 123 Brown Street, Heidelberg 3084. Tel.

(b) Botanical. Information for outer

metropolitan region, Upper Yarra Valley and

Dandenong Ranges, Western Port catchment,

and Gippsland Regions. '

Available from: Flora & Fauna Survey &
Management = Group, Department of

Conservation and Environment, 378 Cotham

Road, Kew 3101. Tel. (03) 817 1381.

(c) Register of the National Estate. Listings
of sites available by local government area.
Available from: Australian Heritage
Commission, GPO Box 1567, Canberra
2601. Tel. (062) 72 3966.

(d) Significant trees. Listings on the Régister
of Significant Trees are available by local

‘government area..

Available from: National Trust of Australia
(Victoria), Tasma Terrace, Parliament Place,
Melbourne 3002. Tel. (03) 654 4711.

(e) Sites protected under the Archaeological
and Aboriginal Relics Preservation Act 1972
and the Aboriginal. and Torres Strait Islander
Heritage Protection Act 1987.

Available from: Site Registrar, Victoria
Archaeological Survey, PO Box 262, Albert
Park 3206. Tel. (03) 690 5322.




WI'IEN NO PERIVIIT IS NEEDED . ' . (q) To regrowth less than 1 )v’ear‘()ld if th? native végetatibn was felled but not destroyed before
- TO CLEAR N ATIVE VEGET ATION S - | 22 November 1989. . | I

(r) To the destruction of the minimum extent of native vegetation needed to remove burrows Jor

- -

_ _ o , vermin control;l ITZze h;otal area in one ownership_to be destroyed before 30 November 1990
.\ - . o : : : : t not tares. .
A permit is required to remove, destroy or lop native vegetation. ‘This does not apply: - ‘ - , TrIUSE mok excee clares , g -
o L ' . | s5) . To timber harvesting carried out under licence from the Director General, Departme :
(@  Ifthe whole of the contiguous land i one ownership has. an area of 0.4 hectare or less. § A (s) Conservation and E%li}ironment. U o rector General, Depariment of
(b)  If necessary for the constructi : e ; i i ' ) ‘ . o ' L
accessways which ar e,anc’;!ﬁggﬂtgrt hugebzfi”l gl{gg{)mldmg including uility services or vehicle | (t)  To Improvement Purchase Leases ynder the Land Act1958. |
© ‘ If necessary for the coﬁstmc tioﬁ of ari o ) . _ . ; uw To fire control measures, periodic fuel reduction burning, the making of fire breaks up to 6
3 , ; : any buildings or works which are ancillary to a dwellin : o ' i : ithin ilding. -
including tennis courts, bar ecues, swimming sools, utility services or vehicle accessways.g o metres wide or the removal of ground fuel within 3? r.netres.qf a building. | E
@) Within 10 metres of a buildin | o . = . ‘ . 4 (v) . To destruction of the minimum amount of native vegetation necessary for works or
| _ 8. , ‘ . , . development by a public authority or municipal council commencéd before 30 April 1990
(e) In acco;%i’gg ‘A’lgl Iagglgtice relating to fire prevention, under the: | o and completed by 30 No?ember 1990. B .
Country Fire Authorizy o ' . (w)  To clearing hecessary for plantation development provided that; - .
Local Gove"”mlgnhto :113 f;égl 958 : ' : ; , . It is conducted in accordance with a plan approved by the Director General of the .
‘ ' : _ | ‘ Department of Conservation and Environment lodged with the responsible authority,
() - In accordance with ¢ notice under- - , : ' and o : . . . o
The Soil Conservation gng Land Utilizati - ‘ : . A written contract was made for the clearing before 22 November 1989 or the land
Vermin and Noxious Weeds Ac‘t‘l;g‘.‘s‘fg‘.’” Act 1958 : | , | was purchased for that purpose before 22 November 1989 or theA clearing

commenced before 22 November 1989, and

(8)  Inaccordance with Section 65 , The clearing is completed by 30 April 1990.

| of the State Electricity Commission Act 1958.
(h)  If the native veg -

ssi eration was awfu . ‘ i - o (x) To the destruction of native grasses on salinity recharge areas in order that deep-rooted
trammzs_?lo” of water, sewer{age, izligtlg%gi ‘;’f,‘f (t,}:.eﬂll‘;”g kzas since been used for the _ | perennials may be established in accordance with approved programs to combat salinity.
() Onland which hag pyey; g - " | . . A | T . .
revi ' . L : : ' sracton of sand, stone, gravel, clay or the like in accordance with a licence under
years old and the lcfnd is?usly been clear ed where seedlings or regrowth are less than 10 v Zifi thEitgc;ive IMuitﬁes Act 1 96§‘ or a permit under the Planning and Environment Act
On or adjacens 0% @ road or railway line o | - | o 1987 if these were valid on 22 November 1989. 4

" an existing grayel ; ad, airfield or the like

n crown | (z) To emergency access or works by a public authority or municipal council.
and o . A ‘
G)©  Ifthe native v rland Owned by a public authority or municipal council '
ive Veoetar . |
’ property. getqtion Presents qn immedi ) . . ' - o
. ediage risk of personal injury or damage to | Note; some of the exemptions listed above may have expired,

k) To native vegetqyi L A - ' ‘ . ' !
woodlots, gfrde“,‘,’s‘f"h‘g,’;;ﬁz l?uas been

ral o1 Planted for forestry, agroforestry, shelter belts,
()  To wood Purposes or the like. ' :

that is cut for
. ' , Persongq] e b _
(m)  To native vegeration that isp by the landholder.
‘ r

OClaime ' . v .
) If necessary for the cons d as a noxious weed or to bracken.

Jarm structure, including f, n‘(‘:‘;? Or maintenance of a dam (other than on a stream) or a
. » Stockyards and bores. |
(o)  To destruction of native Vegerar:
. - STation by grazing by domestic stock.
(p) To seedlings or regrowth legg than 11 |
maintained for cultivation oy , 2" 10 years old if the land is being re-established or
Pasture. . .




A planning permit is required.to remove, destroy or lop native vegetation on parcels of land larger

APPLYING FOR A PLANNING PERMIT
TO CLEAR NATIVE VEGETATION

. than 0.4 ha in Victoria, unless an exemption applies. To apply for a permit:

Y

Pprovide additional information b

Obtain and complete an APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMIT fo
) C € : CA’ [ | orm from your local
g:rgrll\(/:gs. c{)lsgussmg your application with Council staff may help. If your appligation
resiona fﬁeanng 3;1 area greater than 10 ha (25 acres), you should also discuss it with
gional officers of the Department of Conservation and Environment.

Under "The Proposal” on the form, specify:

Thé reasons for the proposed cleari . : T
dmg fo,r softwood/har, dwoodeannp langt:’a t?o%l clearing for conversion to pasturg,

gﬁm(;ncgngg‘m of the vegetation proposed to be cleared, e.g. red gums,

trees and heath. el e%?lm(; grass, last grazed five years ago; brown stringy bark

fertilized; 20 year-ol, dvf? y logged for 15 years; native grassland, rarely grazed or
» <V Year-old fire regrowth, silver mallee, bluebush, infrequent grazing.

Proposals for replanti I '
prgt%%t r_emainl;enpglinattl;:,g’ fencing, management or other measures to be used to

_ € vegetation on the property.
Give as much detail i i |
extra sheets if necess‘:zs Ifosfﬂble. List A
Attach allagllan showing: -
. Thenr%:rdlet;ggg:);e Pfop;}rty and their measurements.
Existing native vegetaﬁaces’ and the location of made rolds near the property.
acre), , 41on, with an estimate of its area to the nearest 0.4 hectare (1

Native vegetatj ¢
ha. Cgetation meQSGd to be cleared, with an estimate of area to the nearest 0.4
aocams, wetlands and other natural féatures.

lanagement proposals :
| List of abutmg Progﬁt;(’; “(,)]tlher parts of the property.
b o s e

N e plan other : ‘

properties on a sena etfelg;)é):rty that you own or manage in the area, or list these

flora and fauﬁa you know 10 be present. Attach

The plan may be q co : ’
regional office of the agggz‘g’twpy of a NATMAP topographic map, available Jfrom the
Victoria Centre, (03) 651 43¢ orq(fogrs‘)’l’lg"‘g 7%'12(1 Services, or from the Information
Provide any other informati ' o

tIOﬂ requested . . - .
ay be u et by the responsible authority, or other information
' Y be useful - ¢.g, Photographs, whole farm plan. d worma
Pay the application fee, if required :

Lodge the completed form g ‘ :

Council). and all the documents with the responsible authority (the local
you Will assist the ypeps.: , | . -

mpt 10 provid thorous the r €sponsible authority in assessing your application.

efore your application is considered.

'GETTING HELP TO KEEP AND
- MANAGE BUSHLAND |
There are many government, semi-government, and non-gévemmé’nt programs which provide
assistance to landholders and community groups. Some of these are listed below.

Department of Conservation and Environment. Contact the regional office for advice about
management of land and native vegetation and for information about the following programs:

*Tree Victoria --$ grants to community groups
*Land Protection Incentives Scheme - $ grants to individual landholders
 *National Soil Conservation Program -~ $ grants to community groups, organisations
*Salinity Community Grants Program - $ grants to community groups "
*Land for Wildlife ‘ - Advice on bush management
*LandCare - Information, and joint actions
: ’ : : by landholders -

Rural Water Commission. Contact regional office about the follo'Wing programs:

*Murray-Darling Basin Commission | - $ grants to community groups in
Natural Resources Management Strategy - Murray-Darling Basin

*Stream Management Fund - $ grants to municipalities, Land
‘ Care groups and land holders

Department of Planning and Urban Growth. Ph (03) 628 5111

*Metropolitan Area Improvement - $ grants to community groups for

Programs o , ' Melbourne Metro projects .
Australian National Parks and Wildlife Service. Ph (064) 246 6211 - %

*Save the Bush Grants Program -$ grants to community groups, municipalities

Greening Australia. Ph (03) 654 1800

*One Billion Trees - $ grants to community groups, municipalities
*Go Green - $ grants and advice to community
: groups and municipalities for
urban revegetation

Victorian Conservation Trust. Ph {03) 412 4710

- advice on, and development of

*Covenant Program
. S covenants over land.

 National Trust (Victoria). Ph (03) 650 5031

*Save the Bush Victoria - advice and on bush manager
| » Contract bush regeneration WOI‘RI’S.
Australian Trust for Conservation Volunteers. Ph (03) 585 5588
| - volunteer bush management and .
fencing workers. ~







