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2.0

POWLETT RIVER RESERVE

A STRATFfiY FOR MANAGEMENT

INTRODUCTinN

This -statement of resources and strategy for management
has been prepared because of the concern felt for some
time that if public usage of this reserve is to continue
and expand, then, in order to protect its amenity, some
direction should be introduced into the manner in which
it is developed.

The reserve is becoming very popular for a range of
recreational activities, but one of the predominant
attractions mentioned by many users is its "naturalness"
This concept is very difficult to quantify but the
meaning is readily ascertained after even only a short
time spent in exploring the reserve,

This document is an attempt to maintain this
"naturalness", in the face of the present and anticipated
future use.

SUMMARY
..aratlon o£ the strategy plan has beenThe prepay aided by comments and suggestions from

encouraged anu f^om officers of the
many source ' planning Authority (in particular)?hfSnd°SnsSvatlon Council and local residents
is greatly appreciated.

i-hp information on resources was derived from aMuch of _t ^ niTTDsland coastal rpp-inn carriedluch or South Gippsland coastal region
study or c behalf of the Department of Crown Lands
out in ly/o
and Survey.

lies within the Land Conservation Council'sThe reser , Area. The Council recommended that thej.ne Study Area. me Louncii recommended that theMelbourne used primarily for recreation and nature
reserve ® further recommended that management
conserva particular care to maintain the landscape
stiould. tz "hpflcli backed hv biab dnnps and the1 ne exposed beach backed by high dunes and the
° It marsh and sand dune vegetation with Anteahinus minimus.saJ
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3.0 FEATURES (IF THE RESERVE

3.1 RESERVE DEFINITION
The reserve as considered in this plan is
bounded in the north by the Bass Highway,
to the north-east by private property, to the
east by an access track across the dunes from
the end of the Lower Powlett Road and in the
west by Bourne Creek, See Figure 1 at rear.

The location of the reserve is shown in Figure 2.

The reserve has a railway across the northern
boundary (Crown land reserved for railway purposes)
and has a government road which runs from the Bass
Highway to the Powlett River along the north-eastern
boundary. This constructed road provides the
only public vehicular access to the Powlett River
Reserve.

The perimeter of the reserve encloses an area of
some 219 hectares but services and excisions
result in the nett area being approximately 204 hectares.

3.2 HISTORY
The reserve has a long history of recreational use,
predominantly for "passive recreation" although the
use of beach buggies and motor bikes in extensive
sand blows was common. These latter activities
have ceased but the passive activities are
continuing and increasing in popularity.

3.3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL RELICS
One site of occupation, a shell midden,
has been identified east of the Powlett River mouth.
This site is a relatively recent midden with shells
collected from the rock platform at the river's entrance
and some stone implements. Such sites can be of
interes-t to the public but their preservation
following discovery can be a difficult task.

3.4 NATURAL RESOURCES

3.4.1 Geology , _ ,
Most of the bedrock of the reserve is covered
by Quaternary sands which have been formed into
parabolic dunes. Most of the underlying
sediments are of Tertiary age but any coastal
outcrops appear to be older sediments of
Jurassic origin. The outcrop of Jurassic
gg(j at the mouth of the Powlett River
has been recorded as a "site of special
scientific interest" by Dr. E.C.F. Bird
in a study on behalf of the Town and Country
Planning Board. This outcrop has been
intruded and indurated by a dyke of probably
Tertiary age. This dyke has been faulted
in two places.

On the floodPlain of the Powlett River
much of the topsoil is alluvium deposited by
the river when in flood



3.4.2 Land Form
The predominant land form is the sand dune
complex which at the northera edge abuts the
floodplain of the Powlett River. The
country then gradually rises westwards to a
line of bluffs which was the original coastline.

3.4.3 Soils
The soils of the coastal dunes are calcareous
dune sands. The Powlett River floodplain has
acid swamp soils which may be peaty but have a
mottled clay horizon at about 50 to 150 cm,
depth. The soils are cloddy when dry and have a
high natural fertility, although deficient in
phosphorus. Those close to the mouth are subject
to periodic flooding by salty water,

3.4.4 Climate , ^ ,
The climate is typical of that of the southern
Victorian coast with hot, dry sipmers and most
precipitation in winter and spring. One of the
major climatic influences is very strong on-shore
gales, particularly from the south-west. The
gales affect the vegetation by continually
drenching it with salt spray and by the abrasive
action of sand grains picked up from sand blows
which have yet to be stablized,

3.4.5 Vegetation
The dominant vegetation form of the coastal dunes
is coastal scrub. Major component species are
Coast Tea-tree ( leTptospermum laevigatum),
Coast Banksia (Banksia integrifolia) Coast Wattle
(Aaaoia longifolia var, sophorae) and Coast Heath
(Leuoopogon pavoifIctus),

The average height of the Leptospermum is
approximately four metres whilst the banksias grow
to a height of five to seven metres. Marram grass
(Ammophila avenavia) and Hairy Spinifex (Spinifex
hivsutus) are common on the more exposed aspects
of the primary dune. The presence of Marram,
which is an introduced species, has been the
result of attempts at stabilizing sand blows
over the years.

Maximum growth of vegetation is reached behind
the dunes where conditions are more sheltered.
It is in these locations that extensive banksia
and tea-tree woodlands have developed.

In the freshwater depressions between dunes the
dominant plant form is paperbark scrub, the
major component of which is the Swamp Paper-bark
.(Melaleuaa evioifolia). An excellent example
of this type of swamp lies between the railway and
the dunes in the northern section of the reserve.

On the Powlett River floodplain the main community
is a saltmarsh dominated by Sea Rush, Junoue
mavitimus^ and the Prickly Spear-grass, Stipa
teretifolia o

3,4,^^ Wildlife
Three distinct tvnes of habitat occur within
the coastal reserve; t>ey are the coastal scrub
of the dunes, the saltnirsh of the floodplaj.n
and the freshwater swa i •> towards the northern
boundary of the reserv?.
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Vegetation on the Reserve changes as one moves inland,
from Marram grass on the exposed slopes (e.g. bottom
left corner), to Coast Tea-tree (foreground), to Coast
Banksia on the more sheltered inland slopes, to Sea Rush
on the Powlett River floodplain.

The bare sand showing through the Marram on the dune
in the centre of the photograph has come from the
sand-blow on its windward side. Foot traffic has
made the problem worse.

Coast Banksia scrub. For the purposes of this
report the open clearings which carry Tussock Grass
(Poa) and Bracken have not been classed as a separate
vegetation form.

- 6 -
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3.5

Some of the mammals which have been observed
in the reserve are wombats, echidnas and
bush rats whilst reptiles include copperhead snakes.

The Swamp Antechinus (Ant echinus minimus) occurs
g^1_QXi^ ^be edges of the saltmarsh. This species
was once thought confined to Tasmania but has been
recently found in several locations on the mainland.
The siting of access tracks and drainage lines is
most important as ill-considered earthworks can
reduce the area of habitat of the animal, This
is because of the reluctance of the species to
cross even very narrow cleared strips.

reserve supports a highly diverse avifauna,
particularly following floods and high tides.

+-0I crriib supports a large and variedThe coasta which the honeyeaters are most
bird Population^or fellow-faced Honeveater
conspicuous. Wattle-bird

'(TnlhocZtra aarunculata) are typical of these birds.
or,a fldiacent freshwater swamps provide a

The river and aajdcen ^ ^ cnr-v, acThe river „ place for water birds such as
feeding and Ycttnls a t^us), several species of
Black Swans white-faced Herons (Ai-dea t
duck, ppret spoonbills and dotterels
hollandtae), egret, g

iinrl-ing grasslands attract such birds ofThe surroundi i,ites (Elanus notatus)

and^Nankeen Kestrels (Falao cenchroides)

iLiNur^-iiS arazing licence over the freshwat
There is a Fig-l- The licensee uses
swamp marked for summer grazing because
this area ^uch" of the licensed area is under
during the term this licence should be
water. Ttiwauci. . --

er

terminated.

3.6 PRESENT CONDITION minimally controlled use
In spite of f .-n a remarkedly good condition, ^ The
the reserve is extensive sand-blows in the
In spite 01 ^ remarkedly gouu ^
the reserve is extensive sand-blows in the
maior problems ^aye refuse collection and a lowper?me?er o? activities by the public.
Ipvel of supe
1  _ TT J -f-Vio TJnnt-biPCrc
level of sup«^--

of a Warden for the Wonthaggi
THt-h the appoi^^n? „^^rment of Crown Lands and Survey
SistrJct by the the Shire of Bass the
fid with the co^oper supervision problems are?Sbb?srcollectiohjnd^vis by the
being solved. in the winter of 1976 --a
— - . sand-blows were stabilized oy rne. solved, Authority in the winter of 1976 andoupx'conservation ^^re dunes

with adequate main
Soil

Id revegetate.
®  , ̂«rion it would appear that the large
From local the northern section of the reservefreshwater swamp permanently ^
at one time he That the

to a depth of

at one tim'^ metres. rnac rne swamp now isapproximately very wet times indicates that a
inundated ?hly auditions has occurred. The extent
Xnge in l°^?L'has Influenced these changes rs
to which gt
unknown.
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1
3.7 RECREATION

The predominant recreational uses of this reserve are
"passive" rather than "organised" in nature.
Some examples are:-

surf fishing
river fishing
swimming in the river
picnicking
surfing
camping
hang gliding
horse riding

The factor common to all of these activities is that
they require access by either vehicle or foot to beaches
or riversides. This means that the natural vegetation
and habitats are subjected to damage from vehicular and
foot traffic.

At the present time the only service provided is rubbish
collection on a daily basis during the summer season and
on a weekly basis over the remainder of the year. All
other requirements, such as fresh water, have to be
brought in by the people using the reserve.

The reserve is particularly popular with people who
wish to camp in a natural, undeveloped environment and
who wish to use it as a base for other activities such
as fishing.

Although the peak visitation occurs during holiday
periods the reserve is used throughout the year.

3.8 LANDSCAPE

Two features of the reserve are predominant, the
long sweeping sandy beaches and the natural vegetation
in association with the coastal dune system which forms
a pleasing contrast to the surrounding agricultural land
Several sand blows are migrating onto vegetated areas
but recent stabilization works should arrest this
encroachment.

3.9 POTENTIAL HAZARDS

3.9.1 Physical

Fivec br&

Fire could damage the reserve very severely.
From a study of the vegetation it is obvious that
many years have passed since a fire has
burnt through the reserve. With increasing
public use the risk of a wildfire must become
greater.

Flood ^ • •
Periodically the mouth of the Powlett River is
blocked by a sand bar which causes flooding
— the lower lying flats adjacent to the riveron cne o-uwcj. -i-j -- _

It is thought that this bar is built up by winds
blowing from the south-west which collect sand
from the beach and from "blow-outs"
adjacent to the river mouth. Littoral drift
would also contribute. This natural flooding
does not do any permanent damage to the reserve
but due recognition should be made of it when
locating facilities.

- 8 -



3.9.2

3.9.3

r r 1-^1/4 -river flats upstream are inun-Many hectares of freeh g^nd bar forms. If the
dated with saline wa rh.&re is a detrimental effect on
inundation IS prolong g^^i remedy is to breach the
this private hydraulic excavator or sometimes
bar by using a drag line or hyar
simply a shovel to dig a cnannex

,  . ^ -1 .. /av-rent the Jurassic outcrop at theIt IS not clear to ^^^tes to the blockages. Periodic
mouth of the _ river contributes^^^ feature along the
silting of river exi , of the rock bar is unlikely to
yictorian coast and , consequently to result in less
influence the process or^co^^ advanced by land-
o™lrraffec?ed"by floodiSg upstream to blast away thisr^p! This sLuld not proceed because removal^
rock could increase = cour during
result in a longer op g j^^j^ely to be as follows -
results of such a change are n j

- increased tidal flows through the opening could affect
river salinity with consequent effect on river bank
vegetation.

- littoral processes could be interrupted for a longer
period after each bteakthrough and this c^
effects on the coastline on exun

j  iri j 1- Qt-ics would affect the nature- changed flood characteristics
and ixtent of the present floodplains.

These changes would be in conflict with the aim of Che
management strategy.

Wind

Wind^ is potentially a powerf^^destructive^for^
from LnL che^SvelopmeAt of active blow-outs is almost
a certainty.

Biological fpral cats and dogs are present
Noxious weeds, tabbits ferai^ nuSbers. Isolated
in the reserve b . , vermin and noxious weeds will be
outbreaks of proclaimed vermyi pw
controlled through liaison with Inspector of Lands
Wonthaggi.

ThflLtPthat there is only one access road to the largest
part of the reserve and that surrounding land is rural in
character have reduced the potential for damage by anti
social behaviour. Rubbish doping and soil removal are
minor occurrences whilst problems which elsewhere a
created by adjacent urbanization, such as effluent seepage,
utility easements and boundary firebreaks are absent.

Not infrequently horses are ridden through the reserve and
taken swimming in the river. In the future any horse
riding should be confined to the beach with access to the
dunes and blow-outs prohibited. In the summertime when
the river is at low level a large pool forms near the
mouth This pool is used extensively for swimming by
visitors but has also been used for the swimming of horses
which has left it in a badly discoloured and polluted
condition. These two uses are mutually exclusive and it
is intended that during summer the swimming of horses in
this pool will, be restricted.

- 9 -



3.9.4 External Influences j- , . c
The extent of pollution of the river from
external sources is not known; minor problems
occur with dead stock being washed down the
river from time to time.

Disposal of whey by ocean outfall from the
Archies Creek Butter Factory through the
reserve creates a local nuisance particularly
■u omtal 1 at the outlet point, This outfall is
^  V being relocated and will dischargebeloriow water mark which should eliminate
the odour.

I'O WNAfiFMFNT)L-I II_I1 I

.s\f' '
,  .r».

L .IP., -

4  -vw* ■"
"Vw. '.w '
• V;.": /' 'I - V,

I*

»TT^ n-DTvrTTVES OF MANAGEMENT4.1 PRINCIPLES AND OBJE its relatively unspoilt nature,
The reserve ^®5^^„„_rtunity for people who appreciateprovides a S°°^^°PPi,c.erve and be involved in recreational
natural values to o ^^i^le with this unspoilt
activities which
environment.

j  -^^^r-pflsing numbers of people visiting theThe large formally established carparks and
reserve mean that r across the dunes and flood-
picnic areas, ftcess have to be provided to
plain and tampmg^si^^^ features are preserved,
ensure that t e

•11 be required so that pressures canThese faciiyif properly selected and constructedbe localized f J'-^lnimized. In^this way it will be
so that damage IS m the reserve. On _r.r.ci«3ible to protect access tracks board-and-chain?e?taln sections o^^l''„ecesss.xy. The formally
Salks or surfacing m y ^fre surfacing with gravelItSushed carparks will^ far as possible
Ir stone. ^t Pt separated althoughfLping and day-P^f^ie in some discrete sections.
they may along the present road is
Access to the reserve provided,
j  ,o+-P and fprtner tracks used by fishermen and?^:?ra?e'several wal^nj
I- « tttII require .-heir commencement. This is

naming the cemetery and In the
!°"?,-?uIarl? There is pete.
these , . nr space at cemetery and in the
some pa There is potential to develop
^^^

i'

inity of Bonrne ^re proposed Country Roadsrca?pa?k
Board waysi recreational use should be
FacllltlfS natural values will not be

o nf ManagementObjectivesa  g Qx;

1.

2.

3.

_  creational opportunities which impose
To provide t regimentation,rn inimn® ot
^  rivities which have an intensive
TO locate fj^f^^dverse effects are minimized

f-ivities wnicn ii<ivc cm

TO loca" JSafadverse effects are minimized.nature so . public enjoyment but of
TO provide ^ul not adversely affect t
type values of the reserve.natural

a

the

10
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4.

5.

6.

7.

To ensure, as far as practicable, that day-use and
camping areas are adequately separated.

To protect the reserve from damaging agencies such
as fire.

To rehabilitate sections of the reserve which have
been damaged.

To provide interpretative facilities to enhance
public appreciation of the reserve.

management strategy
For effective implementation of the management
objectives it will be necessary to zone the reserve
for particular uses.

This zonation is based upon a subjective assessment of
sites for particular types of land-use and to a degree
on historical land-use. Historical land-use must be
considered in this reserve as long-standing patterns o
use are exceedingly difficult to change. n spi e o^
the use of this historical criteria^in most instances the
current land-use is not grossly incompatible with
characteristics although some slight amendment to current
use patterns have been necessary in several instances.
Bearing in mind the objectives to be achieved the

be divided into two zonesreserve can

1. Natural Zone
n,, , • a used in classifying land into this
roL I?e ?he sensitivity of sand dune and floodplaln areas
to damIL h? uncontrolled access and a requirement tomainta?rt^e character and diversity of sensitive
vegetation communities

s  arpa nrovides such a majorBecause the . attractiveness of the reservecontribution towards the ^ttractive^
the inclusion of it inro .
in maintaining this characteristic.

2. Development Zone
rrt-i r- * -p-4 irvpations whlch form the developmentThe five specific locations wni^^^ historic land-use.zone have been^largely^ parking.

'  i' i_ Vioo-n located and set out so thatThe carparks have been uncontrolled access
parking is tontinea co types is prevented.
to sensitive "^^Setati go that reasonablyLocations have elao been planed |0^
convenient access , Althoueh all carpark
public has been mainta ^^^^^ criteria somealI?tioSll''5o?k!%artlcularly surfacing is required
to ensure that continued use does not cause
deterioration.

- 11 -
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■L scirub (Coast Banksia in thsOpenings in the in right foreground) make
background, Coast
pleasant spots for P
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e of feet and vehicles damagesHowever, ^he P^®®^ P^^Y^'^to JetSrits°attractiveness,
loif^tf will be necessary.
some resi
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Area B has been traditionally used for camping although
some camping has occurred in the banksia woodland to
the east of the freshwater swamn in Area C. The former
area is particularly suited to summer camping as the
leptospermum thickets provide shelter and some privacy
to camoers and Is reasonably resilient and recovers
readily from normal camping pressures. pe camping area
is also located so that ready access to the beach is
obtainable via a fenced track through the dune complex.
The topography of Area B is such that easy vehicle access ispoLlSe sites are reasonably level, access for rubbish
collectiin is good, maintenance to camp sites is possiblein thf off-season and maintenance of safety of campers
in a fire emergencv is possible.
mi- ryf Qome dav-use facilities in this areaThe location o ^ h camping and with some definition
^f carparT U wiU not be an undesirable land-use.

'■•2.1 Natural Zone designed so that minimal
This zone will t on the natural systems,
public gone will be restricted toAccess through thi system and
several foot "ack around the flood-
a perimeter ^ehicu ^he mouth of the
plain to give acces g^de. The foot
Powlett Riyer ^^ed on the accompanying
tracks, which xqw natural saddles and
map, have been sit cross the dunes,
will be fenced wher .,,^1^ surfaced in appropriate
The vehicular "ack will
places to give all-weatne

-fr^rludes all of the sand dune
The natural zone .^and in the north adjacent
system, a banksia the saltraarsh flood-
to the freshwater - ^ River. Access into the
plain along the restricted to three points
natural zone is „t-rol fence,by a pedestrian control
Maintenance mflde to maintain the composition
Efforts should ^e vegetation in the natural
and structure of . ^xve the following activities

This will in

Removal of noxious weeds
,  of dead and dying vegetationRemova locally collected

Raising Pj-iJsh a series of
= eed to f»i-lon. TMs work will be
within the v®?®"rLnt in the banksia woodland.nirticularly,^tmportan^^ required
The use plantings ^te necessary forwhere artifi" k privacy such as in day use

locations.
picnic

zone.

1.

2.

3.

b  ■- t "*1 bfr. •- \ ^ *- 1 / .. .V

■  ■ ' ■

\  >.'c; ■ ; , •* • • •
;; ' ' .V-.: ; ■

'yr^v;!:^y::v,h y

!•>

!

\  ' .

1  ■ A .1 ■

; • i

'  -1.

'  , - ;".3f
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4.2.2 Development Zone
All vehicular access, camping, day-use and other
j^^Censive activities will be confined to a
development zone.

Within this zone camping and non-camping uses
khould be separated as much as possible. In the
tamping area which will be located in Area BtL following factors will require consideration
1  Definition of a maximum allowable number ofcLpsites. This should be no more than 50.
2. Definition of each site by corner posts or

slashing.

4.

5.

6.

3. Numbering of each site.
Provision of rubbish receptacles ofsufficient number to cater for the number
of oamps.

.  fhe use of onen fires. It may beRegulation of the^use
necessary to during periods
if not ®^^Encouragem.ent of the use of

P^fliquid'fuel would be desirable in thatwoSld ?eLce the damage done to vegetation
visitors seeking firewood.

fl deauate toilet facilitiesInsistence up ^
at.efch camp necessary but this

^rdelayed as long as possible. Ifshould be oei y reserve increases it
the of£-P^J^irlble to install a pit-type
would be for campers and day visitors,
toilet to catti

r-Vinnld be given to providingconsideration should^be^g^^^ .h
potable rete tank with a catchment
of a large t°acr involve tappingroof ^^^T^ust pipeline which runs approximately

^7 could be located Co cater for both
"'■"Ls and day visitors.campers

.,0-ratp dav-use areas; one atPay-nsa f^^r separat PowlettThere wiltp ^^rpark at t^e enu^ ^
point B on the at additional sitesRoad nt P j at point niainly for fishermen,

to be P mainiy

7.

location a
cater for no more f^an about 20^carsIf p?S^Sfnrwi" "ot be provided.

Facilrtr®®
location B principal day-use

... be designed as th P theon the reserve andi°?a£uBhment of:-
'1.

2,

hard standing for car parkingplantings for shade and privacy
- 14 -
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3  sites for individual picnics with picnic
tables and refuse containers

4. one or two sites for portable barbecues
should conform to Country Fire

luthorl^y regulations for use of open fires.
location d

This will '^®''^^f®™iizatlon'^of^the tracks acrosscontainers fo™alt^ation
^ot'^:rr?h^n 10 cars.

location e
•11 he a maior carpark but will not beI^^Jgne^^fo? Picnicking.

Works necessary:
1. Planting for shade
2^ Definition of carpark
3^ Definition of tracks to beach
/  Refuse containers..11 cater fornot more than 30 cars.
This park will cate
location end of the Lower

oa at the south for approximately
'^°irSihfH?rth?ougi'S^ SSnS.^--2at;onis^::irp?5mSlyiy fishermen.

This locagiy^^ ̂ cation is ^seo p.---This loca^ land
nt to this all vegetation andAdjacent t^^^n cleared of/^^^giopment of a more

vhich ba liable , -„n,oing area should
would I carpark an this.substanti.^ future yearSn J ^^^d should
pressu pfiis P?J . „ land-use.resent tw existing
remain narkinK area shoi
presenu ^- rhe exxso^i^o

f the present parking area should„ surfacing of P further damage by carsbfca T-^u°-dinihe very sandy soil.
becomiufe

4.3 FIRE protection gtart
4 3 1 source of TM^ is P?"?'iJusWered that the

major '''Jf.i ^ , ,the iservethrust of fire Pf°"thi°?ese?vef It isTho :^«°i fire from enter^^ ^^^.^ued by the
;?op2irategJciontrol Unes-
use of sr Is;  of strategi protected

V31S instance the resIn this man-madeV31S instance the re i±nes.l; Saiurh and man-made
.or lines:Peritnetcr
Bass Highway

1.
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2. Railway

3. Access road from Highway
r,o-r-iTneter lines the reserve

Ts :is"«ave?sed'by ?he Powlett River, The
river can be:

1. Strategic fire line
2  Refuge fiom fire

s.p,W -< •"•' '« "'• """'°'-

^^^irhf negligible.

^•3-3 ?frwiiaf%f?Sr^?esf;iacen«"ei;ie
considered that tn
v7ould be:

1  Beaches
a-iflcent to river mouth,o  Estuary adjacent
r^t-ions would be necessary:-

The following act
warn all occupants1.

2.

3.

^Lrab^^srto'^drsffwithout
there is
ris^evacuation is moier"'^^'''
;;;;; ...p'-*--

^.4 protection

4.4.1

4,4.2

using the reserve
dang®'^ ''^hrocean beach batause oftbat exrst^rn tM

rte very ="?t'la intended^th^^ ^ P^"?rindlcatel°"3tby' no Che t"® fficers, should m
the entran ^^p^nvising
^E?"danger.thta dang fsclUtiea

-is fi^il^nr^
to local! subject

4 4 3 Erosion j^ ns of the dune „hich has d®Large af^^nable^Se"d2?e op.ent ? fth -rra^^f conservat
^dring-f;Authority-
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To ensure stabilization of tM. worlc continued;.1Sc??erieScJng^?in-ecessary.
•  1- -n- F ;5nd in various locations on theAt points E, F River destruction

F  ' ^ -I r^n n£ car
pruu-Lttui, f"- ^

It is anticipated that formauzation^o^ overcomeparks with f ®°'^^®^®ictlon of access to
nS marLd tracks only on theS^^^tt River floodplarn shoul^

damage that is

4.4.4
1  j p IS subject to

f section of the .from a purely
an annual grazing^ view, grazing is^an^^^^conservation P° because of Tar licence
incompatible gU-^xivt termination o long-
consideratio g^^jgred. Howeve (jesirable.
has not been CO ^^^^"^^ficensed area
term, pbasmg tea-tree on the ^ damagesmall clumps of tea^ furthersh^ildhrfenced^out
from grazing

licence. ^^^^^,on
^ held ^"'^^L^across a swam?

Crown
photograp ^^^^gtt
towards tn otudv ■ ^rvnvironmental van

interpretation .stable ^^^^oups because ^cces
iTils reserve is s other J2.ife end
^ork for schools

land form, veg assess ^bety motor car. _ oossiblf/°/the general
i-ur „i-aflOi^»

land form, veg assess ^beby motor car. possible to as gneral
inas been pof^l ^nd olJ^^^hnediowever, until rt ^bove gt ^^^Lent" sig^s-

J^quirements of tbe faciirt ggetnenPublic interpretative^ -people m
direction sigus
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4.6 SERVICES
It is not intended to provide electric power to the
reserve. The present rubbish collection will be
maintained on a weekly basis during the off-peak season
and daily during the peak season,

4.7 FINANCING

Fees should not be charged for the use of the reserve,
at least in the short term. It may become necessary
in future years to charge camping fees.

The reasons for this attitude are:-

1. Difficulty of collection without full-time supervision.

Greater expectation for services if fees are charged.2.

3. Departmental policy that the public should not have
to pay directly for the general right to enter
Crown land.

4.8 CONTROL
It is intended that the present co-operative management
between the Shire of Bass and the Department of Crown
Lands and Survey should continue. The present
arrangement whereby the Department provides supervision
and some finance and the Shire Bass supplies services
such as refuse collection and maintenance has been
found to be very workable.

5.0 CONCLUSION

It is the object of this plan to set out a strategy for the
management of the Powlett River Reserve.
intended to be an inflexible method of control but rather
a d5mainic approach to the management of a popular and
precious Crown reserve.

It will be found, as time progresses, that amendment
will be necessary to all or parts of this plan This
will be the result of changing conditions,
Dublic expectations, a reaction because of public usag
of the reserve and a refinement of this Department
management policies.
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