Summary of PLA Members Survey
responses - Climate Change

This summary is drawn from an online survey undertaken in 2014 specifically on climate change, and
the discussion points from a workshop held at the National conference 2014.

Online survey
Fifteen members responded to the survey; the majority of respondents were from Victoria and SA.

What are the climate change issues that you deal with now?
All referred to: increased frequency and intensity of extreme weather events - fire, heatwaves, storms,
or a warmer and drier summer.

Climate change issue that you deal with now Number of

responses
adaptation planning

2
change in planting and irrigation 1
cost of water and energy 3
foreshore erosion 2
increase in maintenance expenditure 3
increased salinity - need to change species selection 1
management of energy and waste greenhouse gas emissions 1
2
1
1
3
1
4

need to increase irrigation

not taking climate change seriously
not understanding long term impact
plants / vegetation not surviving
urban spaces now in fire-risk areas

water availability - less rainfall amount and frequency, higher day
temperature and increased plant evaporation

Physical impacts of climate change Number of
responses

harsher climate - dryer, higher temperatures, 6

increased frequency extreme weather events - flooding, drought 2

increased salinity in creeks/rivers 1

manage bushfire risk 2




How are you dealing with these issues?

better utilisation of scientific knowledge

changing irrigation and planting regimes - more resilient and water sensitive design

climate change adaption plan

collaboration with others to plan and adapt

decreased pubic irrigated space puts cost on sports clubs and users

emergency management procedures

foreshore /erosion control

implementing mitigation projects

integrated design

policy

research

researching community perceptions

State wide strategic approach to impact assessments and adaptation planning

use stormwater for irrigation - infrastructure investment

1
6
1
1
1
2
2
green policy 1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

want to change public behaviour/perception in relation to vegetation management for
safety and conservation

If not covered above, in what way(s) do you believe climate change will impact on

the parks and leisure industry (focus on the sector that you work in)?
(the following responses are not summarised)

Summary of comments

Lack of security in water supply for sporting facilities because of changes to rain patterns and
drought.

Loss and damage of council parks and leisure infrastructure because of increased frequency
and intensity of extreme weather events.

Require more shade in parks, more water fountains, requirement to let some areas go brown
in summer and shift activities to watered reserves etc.

Increased plant failure and increased maintenance costs

| believe that trees will need to be prioritized in a way they have not been so far. Greater
canopy cover is required in the urban area to reduce the heat island effect. The reduction in
tree frequency and size which has occurred over the last few decades with denser housing
and wider roads and footpaths, will need to be reversed in order to reduce rising
temperatures and proven mortality rates in the urban realm.

Community attitudes towards park management in regard to minimising fuel loads, especially
important to understand perceptions of those living adjacent to open space and those who
frequently visit parks and reserves.

Given the critical impact that the Urban Forest has on a range of liveability factors (health and
wellbeing, heat mitigation, stormwater management, infrastructure protection etc) it will be
important to be able to adapt plantings to cope with the changing climate. This will require
real long term planning to get it right. There needs to be a high level, coordinated research
and development project around tree selection for the future. This would benefit all Councils
by providing a suite of trees most suitable for the climate/environment of regions across the
state/continent.

Understanding sea level rise

Reducing carbon footprint

| think risk management e.g.: for extreme events will become a bigger issue. Assumptions




about how we provide service (A lot of the current industry works on being car based). Open
space used for climate management rather than recreation (it does not have to be either/or,

but often is)

Higher water, energy and waste costs

Higher insurance costs for facilities that are vulnerable to more frequent fire or flood events

that occur in a warming climate.

Reduced open space amenity due to less irrigated parks and detrimental consequences for

the community.

Improved water usage in irrigation may be a feature

Increased possibility of closing sports fields at certain times due to dry

What position do you believe PLA should adopt with respect to climate change?

Position — PLA should advocate:

managing the impacts

PLA should provide:

Strong leadership

sensitive environmental practices

develop resources, policy and strategies for
CC adaptation and greenhouse mitigation,
especially for local government e.g. how to ...,
key considerations ..., signpost good
examples

close consultation with user groups

Easily available research and figures
supporting the value of canopy cover would
help argue the value of trees and justify the
cost of accommodating them; and translate
research into practice

awareness and education as approaches

lobby for appropriate funding and policy

more research into techniques that allow trees to
survive in urban areas without damage to
infrastructure

lobby for research in climate change

The need to invest in infrastructure

lobby for reduced pricing of water for use to
irrigate public open space to enable the
maintenance of acceptable levels of amenity
for the community

oppose gas fracking - more damage re greenhouse
gases

Promote sharing of information / building of
partnerships

improved planning and management of irrigated
public open space

Provide a voice between industry and
academia

recognise Climate Change

Synthesise the issue, translate for our industry

recognise PLA members in a position to modify
impacts of climate change

Reduction of greenhouse gas emissions as an
industry

priority tree and plant cover in urban areas

sustainable landscapes, resilient plantings

Focus on adaptation and mitigation

Focus on achievable things for our industry and
members




Are there additional climate change facts or evidence that have not been
mentioned in the above explanation which is relevant to the parks and leisure
industry?

Additional climate change facts or evidence?

The social impact from loss of access to sporting ovals in times of extreme drought.

Main Roads has guidelines regarding tree setbacks and trunk diameter, in relation to the speed limits
on our roads. These guidelines are aimed at saving lives through reducing road accident deaths when
cars crash into trees. | believe more lives will be lost owing to the loss of canopy cover (larger trunk
diameter = greater canopy cover) than would have been lost in crashes. Paolicies like these need to be
challenged as they are contrary to the health of the urban realm and the climate as a whole. | also
believe they are misguided as there is evidence that cars slow down when there are more obstacles
and speed up if they are given a clear run.

Our own (PLA / parks industry) footprint and behaviours - what do we know about that?

Increased levels of carbon dioxide in the Earth's oceans - they are not limited to just the Earth's
atmosphere.
refer to BoM, CSIRO and IPCC reports for likely impacts of climate change

Do you have any other comments?

Other comments

It is great that PLA are tackling this issue given the lack of policy and action at the federal government
level and some state governments.

Trees need to be thought of as essential urban infrastructure (similar to hardscape), rather than as an
afterthought or a threat to the integrity of the hardscape or human life.

Open Space and the Urban Forest are recognised as critical to community health & wellbeing. The
impacts of climate change has a real potential to decimate existing Urban Forests and turn open space
in to boring one dimensional waste lands. PLA should advocate strongly at all levels of government to
avoid the worst of the impacts and gain support for undertaking sound mitigation and adaptation actions
to ensure that our green spaces retain their current values

Climate change is one of the defining issues of this century. Given the likely risks, it's better to be
proactive than reactive.

The LGA in SA and Department for Environment Water and Natural Resources are leading SA
stakeholders in Regional Climate Adaptation Planning. Local Governments, NRM and RDA Boards are
key stakeholders and the impacts for Parks and Leisure are a key consideration. Please consider
engaging with the LGA and DEWNR for more information regarding Adaptation Planning in SA.

The benefits of Irrigated public open space are well documented in relation, community health and well
being, both physical and mental. Environmental benefits including reduction of the urban heat island
effect, being active, reduced obesity due to exercise and sport. These issues are shared responsibility
of all levels of government and the cost of water to maintain Irrigated public open space should also be
shared by state and local govt. Currently local govt. must pay in full to irrigated open space.

We have reached peak oil, thus hydrocarbon use will decrease soon and mitigate against some of
these projections

perhaps need 'someone' to increase education to councillors as to effects on a council due to climate
change




What the Parks and Leisure industry is doing well?

Increased tree canopy in urban areas

Connectivity corridors

Increasing the profile of WSUD

Education within schools & awareness at a community level
Uptake of technology and new initiatives

Gathering of data (e.g. vulnerability mapping)

What sorts of things is the Parks and Leisure industry not doing or could do
better?

Lack of collaboration and sharing of information

Need cross-organisational / multi-disciplinary approach

Don’t fully understand the societal impacts

Translating strategy into management and maintenance practices

We understand at a global level, but need to bring it down to an industry level
We need to first focus on getting the basics right

We need to promote the positive impacts parks can have on climate change




