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| am delighted to introduce this publication
about the Migrant ‘Go Bush’ Program, the first
in a series of manuals being developed by my
Department to provide information on the
development of new approaches to
recreation.

This series is intended to provide interested
members of the community with ideas for
planning and organising new and exciting
recreational programs.

This booklet provides advice on how to plan
and run a program to introduce newly arrived
migrant children to the recreational
opportunities offered by Australia’s unique
natural environment. It is based on a very
successful project, run by the Brisbane Forest
Park Authority, which was funded initially by
the Commonwealth Government in 1984-85. |
would like to congratulate the management of
the Brisbane Forest Park for bringing this idea
to the Government’'s attention.

No one can question the historical, cultural
and recreational significance of the bush to
Australian society.

Exposure to, and an understanding of, our
unique natural environment is vital to a well-
rounded life experience and to a proper
appreciation of our great country. This
document provides information which will
ensure migrant children have the opportunity
to take advantage of a bush experience.

| am sure that this publication, and the others
to follow, will assist those involved in
providing recreational activities for the
Australian community.

Graham Richardson,

Minister for the Arts, Sport, the Environment,
Tourism and Territories.
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THE PURPOSE OF THIS
MANUAL

In 1985 the Brisbane Forest Park
Administration Authority received a grant
from the Commonwealth Government to
conduct an innovative recreation program for
newly arrived migrant and refugee children.

The program was designed to enable these
children to experience the bush and typically
Australian pastimes through a program of
activities.

Its aims were:

e to promote positive attitudes towards the
environment so that children could learn to
value, wonder at and enjoy the Australian
bush;

to increase children’s English language skills
by introducing them to new environmental
concepts and contexts;

to provide a link to motivate the children’s
families to explore new attitudes to their
surroundings; and

to provide the children with common
experiences to facilitate assimilation with
Australian children.

This manual will tell you how Brisbane Forest
Park conducted the project. It is envisaged
that the program could be reproduced not
only in other areas for newly arrived migrant
children but also for the many Australian born
children who have not had the benefit of a
‘bush experience’.

The manual will serve as a useful reference for
recreation officers, park administrators,
government agencies, teachers, pupils and the
general community.

The following pages are an introduction to
Brisbane Forest Park, an overview of the
programs, implementation details for each
program, and specific examples of the various
activities in which the children participated. In
the final section the Brisbane Forest Park
Administration Authority makes

recommendations on how you might initiate a
similar program.

AN INTRODUCTION TO
BRISBANE FOREST PARK

The park

Brisbane Forest Park stretches from Mt Coot-
tha past Mt Glorious, an arc conserving
natural bushland on the north-western
outskirts of Brisbane. The area is
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characterised by open eucalypt forest on
deeply dissected ridges with rain forest
patches on the protected sites with better
soils. Twenty-six creeks and rivers drain the
Park. Most of these water courses are small
and rocky with intermittent flow occurring
only after rain. Three of these creeks have
been dammed, forming Lake Manchester,
Enoggera Reservoir, and Gold Creek Reservoir.
Nearly all of the creeks and rivers contribute
to town water supply storages serving
Brisbane, Ipswich, Redcliffe, and the Shires of
Pine Rivers, Moreton, Albert and Beaudesert.

The Brisbane Forest Park is the second largest
park area in south-east Queensland. The Park
is an important component of the spectrum of
recreation opportunities available to the
surrounding community because of the
combination of size, proximity to the greater
Brisbane area, its land tenures, diverse
biological communities and established
legislative framework.

The Brisbane Forest Park Act 1977 created the
25 000 hectare park incorporating national
park, state forest and city council water
catchments and recreation reserves. While the
landholders continue to manage their lands in
accordance with their own legislation, the
Brisbane Forest Park (BFP) Administration
Authority, as a Queensland Government
agency is charged with the planning,
development and management of the
recreational use made of those lands.

The Park Authority offers a consultancy
service on recreation and outdoor education
matters. For further information contact the
Director, Brisbane Forest Park, 60 Mt Nebo
Road, The Gap 4051.







