








protected, even within the National Park. Then
there were the bushwalkers, who pressed for
the preservation of “primitive” areas, or reas-
onably large areas of natural bushland. They
objected to the further opening up of the
national park by roads and other vehicle
tracks. Each group wanted the creation of
more national parks but argued that these
parks should be administered by a single state
authority. Trusts, composed of businessmen,
local luminaries and others nominated by poli-
ticians were not directly accountable to the
public in the same way as a government auth-
ority was, via its minister and parliament
Implicitly, they criticised the liberal principles
that proposed management by trusts. Because
trusts were independent of government they
were notoriously starved of funds, and thus
forced into money raising ventures not in the
best interests of the areas they held in public
trust. Several of the most ardent critics were
themselves notable and conscientious public
servants: J. H. Maiden, W. W. Froggatt and
David Stead.

Peaks of criticism occurred during the early
1920s, when the trust allowed a coal com-
pany to establish a sawmill and cut and pre-

pare timber for pit props; the trust was forced
to withdraw the contract. In the early 1930s
the proliferation of shacks in the park was the
subject of a powerful but unsuccessful cam-
paign. In 1938 an attempt by the trust to
upgrade existing visitor facilities and thereby
attract more revenue, was attacked as further
reducing the conservation value of the park.
This time the conservationists had a small vic-
tory. The trust painted the roofs on its build-
ing green, the better to blend with their en-
vironment.

After World War II the naturalists achieved
many of their objectives with the establishment
of the Fauna Protection Panel. During the
1950s the campaign for a single national park
authority reached a climax, without much
reference to the (now) Royal National Park.
In 1967 the new state Liberal government,
prompted by Tom Lewis, the Minister for
Lands, established the long-awaited organisa-
tion and brought fauna and flora protection
under its authority as well. The new National
Parks and Wildlife Service took responsibility
for the Royal National Park and the trust was
reconstituted as an advisory body. ®

Enquiries:

LARGE SCALE LAWN PLANTING CHEAPER

LARGE SCALE
SPRIGGING OF RUNNING GRASSES
10 TYPES OF LAWNS

Preparation — Fertilizing
up fo 5 Acres a day.

AUSTRALIAN TURF LAWN SUPPLIERS
P.O. BOX 29, WINDSOR, N.S.W. 2756
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